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WELCOME ALL 
RACES RELIGIONS 
GENDERS ORIENTATIONS 
AND COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN 


WE STAND WITH YOU ALL 
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~——-Amoeba Music's ~~ 
discerning & —— > 
knowledgeable experts — } 
(AKA, our staff) have put 
their collective heads & ears together to bring you 
a biased & completely unobjective collection of . . 


OUR FAVORITE NEW MUSIC MOVIES & BOOKS! 
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SHOP AMOEGA.COM FOR VINYL, COS & MOVIES. 
USE CODE AMOEBAIO AND SAVE 10% 
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The Bay Area’s most comprehensive 
selection of cannabis products 





GRAND UPENING 


SPRING cUlG 


2465 TELEGRAPH AVE. BERKELEY, CA 94704 
HIFIGREEN.COM 


WORLD'S BEST SELECTION OF 






_ CHECK OUT OUR 
_ GIVEAWAYS ONFACEBooK NBD 
AND INSTAGRAM! 


— JERRY RASKIN'S 
NEEDLEDOCTOR 


ife)|Mi--8-1010 Paw Ole 1/8 B aal-l iB laicel@))) (-1-18| (Bela celmaelis 
6006 Excelsior Bivd., St. Louis Park, MN 55416 


FREE SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER $99! 
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Experience Wireless Immersive Bass 


© Skullcandy 





into love 
Adopt a pet for $25: 


Best Friends Pet Adoption Center 
15321 Brand Blvd. | Mission Hills 91345 
818-643-3989 | bestfriendsla.org 


NKLA Pet Adoption Center “For select pets six months and older 
1845 Pontius Ave. | Los Angeles 90025 e° 


424-208-8840 | nkla.org WW, NKL 


Both locations open every day, noon to 8 p.m. Best Friends | A BEST FRIENDS INITIATIVE 


® 








~ 


9) 


aa 


9) 


~ 


fPr10neer Dj 





HIGH TORQUE, DIRECT DRIVE TURNTABLE 


€) Bluetooth 





HIGH QUALITY, ANALOGUE SOUND 


USB OUTPUT TO RECORD 
TO DIGITAL FILES 


CARTRIDGE, STYLUS AND 
SLIP MAT INCLUDED 


“PLUG AND PLAY" WITH 
DM-40 SPEAKERS (SOLD SEPARATELY) 


ALSO AVAILABLE IN WHITE 


THE THEATRE 


525252 Se S25252525e2 
TAUBE FAMILY MUSIC HALL 


THE DUSTBOWL REVIVAL 


WITH SPEGIUL GUESTS 
; y —— 
_¥ ent titty 


THE DUSTBOWL REVIVAL 
SHOOK TWINS 


FRANKIE COSMOS 
IAN SWEET + SOAR 


BEBEL GILBERTO 
NSN A © 1 AN 


FIJI + MORGAN HERITAGE 
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DUDU TASA 


OF MONTREAL 
LOCATE §, 1 


0/04 


9/05 


9/06 
9/10 


o/11 


9/16 
9/23 


ANGELIQUE KIDJO’S 


REMAIN IN LIGHT 
BELLS ATLAS 


TESSERACT 
PLINI + ASTRONOID 


DESCENDENTS 


AN oh ©] 07 -N 4 O7.N 
PLAYS METALLICA BY FOUR CELLOS 


=) 0) | i a OR) | 


AFGHAN WHIGS 
ED HARCOURT 


SOULFLY & NILE 


THE WONDER YEARS 
TIGERS JAW + TINY MOVING PARTS 
WORRIERS 


THEUCTHEATRE.ORG 


2036 UNIVERSITY AVE. BERKELEY, CA ¢ (510) 356-4000 
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WE ARE BUYIN 
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“NOT JUST YOUR IMAGINATION: TEMPTATIONS MUSICAL ROCKS!” 


in 
Pp roud 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF 
THE TEMPTATIONS 














BOOK BY MUSIC & LYRICS FROM 
Dominique Morisseau The Legendary Motown Catalog 
CHOREOGRAPHED BY DIRECTED BY 
Sergio Trujillo Des McAnuff 


C5 E 
=21 uo « 30 Ticket info at AHMANSONTHEATRE. ORG (x: 
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T-SHIRTS! 
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T-SHIRT SECTIONS 
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SHOP THE EXPANDED 
T ALL THREE AMOEBA STORES 


ee 




















€ NN aS 
Ui RESTAURA 
, KICKS YOUR 


RESTAURANT 9 ASS 





P ‘ ; 
: a. 
: ; : a he 
: 7 
3 | | \) 
S| | ) 
a : . . 
i fa . wat’ 
~— at me ) 
* . 








ACT 








Complete meal 
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Go ahead, 
sample it. 
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Amoeba’s free 
shipping partner. 















CALIFORNIA 


SAN FRANCISCO =SANFRANCISCO = SANTAROSA SEBASTOPOL 
: : 1256 MISSION ST 473 HAIGHT ST 10G1N.DUTTON AVE 6771 SEBASTOPOL AVE 


ad ww Sparcst.org § @sparcup BROT oy-lcotor-Tala-Vol is @sparcst 


© CENTER 
FOR THE ART o 
PERFORMANCE 


East Side, 
West Side, 
All around L.A. 


The Center for the Art of Performance is not 
just a place. It’s a state of mind that em- 
braces experimentation, encourages 

a culture of the curious, champions 
disruptors and dreamers, and supports 

the commitment and courage of artists. 
We promote rigor, craft and excellence 

in all facets of the performing arts. 
















DANCE 
Kyle Abraham/Abraham.!n.Motion 
Apr 5 - 7 
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nV LERY(O , “THEATER 
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Toh way No] aa nd SITI Company 
Apr 28 - May 12 


2017-18 SEASON 


UCLA 


cap.ucla.edu 


f VY @CAP_UCLA #CAPUCLA 310 825 2101 
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ORTOFON INC 
500 Executive Blvd Suite 102 ¢ Ossining, NY 10562 ese ion 
P (914) 762-8646 e F (914) 762-8649 © info@ortofon.us 
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PLAIN SPOKEN JOHN MELLENCAMP 





PROM THE CHICAGO THEATRE 


PLAIN S2Ok8N JOHN MEL. 2NCaup 
PLAIN SPOKEN JON MBL. gNCAuP AVAILABLE ON 
BLU-RAY*#CD, DVD+cD, 
AND DIGITALLY 
MAY 117 
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© 2017 John Mellencamp, exclusively licensed to Eagle Rock Entertainment Ltd. All rights reserved. 





GRAFFITI ART 
COLLECTORS BOX 


~ A MONTHLY COLLECTION OF 
PREMIER GRAFFITI CULTURE 


EVERY MONTH YOU WILL RECEIVES 
* EXCLUSIVE MERCHANDISE DESIGNED BY FEATURED ARTIST 
* LIMITED EDITION POSTER * COLLECTOR TRAINS 

* STICKER PACKS *° TRADING CARDS,* SKETCHBOOK 

* GRAFFITI ART MAGAZINE.*, AND MORE... 





PRE-ORDER NOW 
WWW.GETUPGRAF.COM 
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6-10 p.m. every Thursday night at 
expl(_ratorium AFTER DARK the Exploratorium. Adults -only (18+) 


exploratorium.edu/afterdark 
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Amoeba Music's discerning & 
knowledgeable experts (AKA, our staff) 
have put their collective heads & ears 
together to bring you a biased & completely 
unobjective collection of... . 


OUR FAVORITE 
NEW MUSIC 
MOVIES & BOOKS! 
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CONTENTS 


Spring/Summer 2018 


Amoeba Music has become synonymous with music and movie 
expertise, from the arcane to the popular. Our staff consists of the 
most passionate connoisseurs of all cultural explorations. 


All Amoebites were asked to list their favorite releases from the past 
six months and beyond. We then had a team of experts decipher 
their cryptic handwriting, analyze the results and compile the lists 
into this little book! 


We hope you find the results interesting and useful. For more lists 
and updates on new releases, visit the Amoeblog on Amoeba.com. 


A SELECTION OF OUR FAVORITES 
BY GENRE 


9 MUSIC BY GENRE 
20 DVDS & BLU-RAYS 
22 BOOKS 


FEATURES FROM THE AMOGEBLOG 


24 TEN LOVELY AMBIENT ALBUMS FOR WHEN 
YOU NEED TO BE MELLOW 
26 WHERE THE TOYS ARE 


28 TOP 25 SELLERS OF LAST YEAR 
AWN G + ¢ : fi i YY [20 GILL-MEN GONE WILD 
[22 COLLECTION CHECKLIST 
STAFF PICKS BY STORE 


ANGELCITYBREWERY.COM/FIND 54 SAN FRANCISCO 


82 HOLLYWOOD 
Ei/ANGELCITYBREWERY WEIEI@ANGELCITYBEER 


©2018 ANGEL CITY BREWING COMPANY, LOS ANGELES CA. ENJOY, BUT DON’T OVERDO IT. 
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This issue of Music We Like is dedicated 
to the memory of Allen Lewites 


Your presence is greatly missed, 
but your spirit will always be with us. 


LIVE MUSIC 
ALL SUMMER 


Free Admission 


HAMMER MUSEUM 
Westwood & Wilshire, Los Angeles | hammer.ucla.edu|Hi WO &3 
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(Je Like 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Rebecca Mindenhall 





" 


EDITORIAL 
Amoeblog: Audra Wolfman 
Brent James, Rachael McGovern 
Ray Ortega 


ART 
Ivan Aquirre, 
Wayne Medina, Bobby Walker 


ADVERTISING 
Hollywood: Ilene Bar 
To advertise in the book, please call 323-245-6400 
or e-mail ileneb@amoeba.com 
Bay Area: Johnny Maguire 
Labels: Carol Phillips 


MARKETING & SUPPORT 
(MORAL & OTHERWISE) 
Kara Lane, Heather Long, Irene Chavira 
Brad Schelden, John Garcia, Melissa Logan, 
Hiland Hall, Courtney Frystak, Rameen Mansour 


AMOEBA STORES: 
2455 Telegraph Avenue : Berkeley, CA 94704 
010-549-1125 


1855 Haight Street + San Francisco, CA 94117 
415-831-1200 


6400 Sunset Boulevard « Hollywood, CA 90028 
323-245-6400 


EDITOR'S NOTE: 

One of the best things about Amoeba is that you can almost 
always find someone who shares your interests, 

or can point you to something new and exciting to check 
out. Sometimes when doing Music We Like, there's a clear 
favorite among the picks, listed again and again across 

all three stores, but usually, the choices are ALL OVER 

THE PLAGE... and | love that. Amoeba really does welcome all, 
and really does have something for everyone, and 

new discoveries really are there to be made all the time. 
Enjoy this "Aliens" edition of Music We Like, where 

we celebrate one-of-a-kind music-lovers from all over 

the place. 


Be sure to let us know if you find something you love! 
@amoebamusic #musicwelike 


AMOEBA.COM/MUSICWELIKE 


WELCOME TO 
AMOEBA MUSIC 


THE BIGGEST INDEPENDENT MUSIC & MOVIE STORE IN THE WORLD! 








SOME HELPFUL HINTS FOR SHOPPING: 


a More than just music! Check out our BOOKS and T-SHIRTS 
"sections and pick up magazines, headphones and turntables, plus 
other gear and collectible items all around the store. 


Zs Our USED selection is fully guaranteed to play perfectly. Buying used 
means you can get more for your money — plus many out-of-print 
and rare items that are ONLY available used! 


‘a NEW items are designated with a white price tag. USED items have 
yellow, green or red price tags. Red tags indicate clearance items. 
All genres have clearance areas at the end of their respective used 
sections. CLEARANCE items have an ongoing deal; buy three, get the 
fourth of least value for FREE! 


Ss Don’t forget to look underneath the bins for extra bargains that may 
“—*. not be represented in the above corresponding bin. There are tons 
of nuggets hiding in pockets all over this store, so be sure to look all 


HAPPY HUNTING! 


CHECK OUT THE EVER-EXPANDING SELECTION OF 
VINVL, GDS, MOVIES, BOOKS AND COLLECTIBLES AVAILABLE ON 


AMOEBA.COM 
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LIVE SHOWS 
AT AMOEBA! 


Amoeba stores host in-store performances, signings and Du sets 
from your favorite artists every month! 
Visit AMOEBA.COM for the latest schedule! 


£9 RELIGIONS. 
(Dens ORIENTATIONS 


ND 9 UNI ES OF ORIGIN 


TAND WIT, a0) AL 


IBEVI | me 


AMOEBA.COM 


Can't make it to the show? Visit AMOEBA.COM and check out our 
VIDEO AND PHOTO GALLERIES! They are constantly updated with videos, 
interviews and stills from our live in-store performances! 
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A SAMPLING OF OUR 
FAVORITES BY GENRE 





VINYL REISSUES 


The 6ths — Wasps’ Nest 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


David Bowie — Heroes/Lodger/ 


Low/Scary Monsters/Stage 
(PARLOPHONE) 


Carpenters — Catalog (Aa) 


Cocteau Twins — 


Head Over Heels/Treasure 
(4AD) 


Digable Planets — Reachin’ 


(MODERN CLASSICS) 


John Frusciante - 

Niandra LaDes and Usually 
Just a T-Shirt 

(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 


Hot Snakes — Catalog 
(SUB POP) 


Killers — Hot Fuss 
(ISLAND) 


George Michael - 
Listen Without Prejudice 
(SONY) 


Nine Inch Nails — 


Catalog 
(NOTHING RECORDS) 


Skinny Puppy - 
Bites and Remission 
(NETTWERK) 


Vangelis — Blade Runner 
[OST] (ATLANTIC) 


Various Artists — 


Tokyo Flashback 
(BLACK EDITIONS) 


Yeah Yeah Yeahs - 
Fever To Tell (INTERSCOPE) 


Christopher Young - 


Hellraiser [OST] 
(LAKESHORE) 


MUSIC WELIKE %* Spring/Summer 2018 9 


SOUL 


Charlotte Dos Santos - 
Cleo (FRESH SELECTS) 


H.E.R. — H.E.R. (RCA) 


Curtis Harding — 
Face Your Fear (ANT--) 


Lalah Hathaway -— 
Honestly 
(8TH. FLOOR PRODUCTIONS. INC) 


Kelela — Take Me Apart 
(WARP) 


Bettye LaVette — 
Things Have Changed verve) 


Jackie Shane - 
Any Other Way (NUMERO GROUP) 


Moses Sumney -— 
Aromanticism (JAGJ|AGUWAR) 


The Undisputed Truth - 
Nothing But the Truth (KENT) 


Various Artists — 
Detroit Rising: A Cosmic Jazz 
Funk Adventure (DOWN JAZZ) 


Jamila Woods - Heavn 
(AGJAGUWAR) 


JAZZ 


Rez Abbasi - 
Unfiltered Universe 
(WHIRLWIND) 


Joey Alexander — 
Joey. Monk. Live! (moTEMA) 


Dee Dee Bridgewater - 
Memphis...Yes ?m Ready 
(OKEH) 


Dave Douglas Sextet - 
Pathways (GREENLEAF) 


Ella Fitzgerald — Ella At Zardi’s 
(VERVE) 


Tomas Fujiwara — 
Triple Double 
(FIREHOUSE 12) 


Mary Halvorson — 
Code Girl (FIREHOUSE 12) 
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Fred Hersch — Open Book 
(PALMETTO) 


Hiromi / Edmar Castaneda — 
Live in Montreal 
(TELARC) 


Irreversible Entanglements 
- Irreversible Entanglements 
(INTERNATIONAL ANTHEM) 


Vijay lyer Sextet - 
Far from Over (Ec™) 


Keith Jarrett / Gary Peacock / 
Jack DejJohnette - 
After The Fall (ecm) 


Wynton Marsalis Septet — 
United We Swing (8LUE ENGINE) 


Zara McFarlane -— Arise 
(BROWNSWOOD) 


John McLaughlin & 
the 4th Dimension - 
Live at Ronnie Scott’s 
(ABSTRACT LOGIX) 


Cécile McLorin Salvant — 
Dreams & Daggers 
(MACK AVENUE) 


Lisa Mezzacappa - 
Glorious Ravage 


(NEW WORLD) 
St @® 


\ 





Ron Miles — 1Am aMan 
(YELLOWBIRD) 


Roscoe Mitchell — 
Discussions Orchestra 
(WIDE HIVE) 


Wes Montgomery - 
In Paris: The Definitive 
ORTF Recording 
(RESONANCE) 


Roswell Rudd / Fay Victor / 
Lafayette Harris / 

Ken Filiano — 

EmbrdCe (RARENOISE) 


Antonio Sanchez - 
Bad Hombre (cAMAzZzZ) 


Dr. Lonnie Smith — 
All In My Mind 
(BLUE NOTE) 


Kamasi Washington -— 
Harmony of Difference 
(YOUNG TURKS) 


Amen Dunes —- Freedom 
(SACRED BONES) 


Courtney Marie Andrews - 
May Your Kindness Remain 
(FAT POSSUM / MINAH BIRD) 


Ariel Pink - 
Dedicated To Bobby Jameson 
(MEXICAN SUMMER) 


Casey Abrams - 
Put A Spell On You 
(CHESKY RECORDS) 


Alice Bag — Blueprint 
(DON GIOVANNI) 


Julien Baker - 
Turn Out The Lights 
(MATADOR) 


Belle & Sebastian — 
How To Solve Our 
Human Problems 
(MATADOR) 


Bjork — Utopia 
(ONE LITTLE INDIAN) 


handmade (hand-meyd) adj. 
1) made by hand, not by machine, 
with care and craftsmanship. 

2) Gibson Acoustic guitars. 
Handmade in America for over 
100 years. 


Acoustic 


See the full line at 


714 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Santa Monica, California 
(310) 593-8232 


truetonemusic.com 
email: sales@truetonemusic.com 


Ei» 


Fels) Sloyearial=)aeM@r-Naniolaall:Mcmorelays 
Gibson Five Star Dealer 
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Black Rebel Motorcycle Club — 
Wrong Creatures (VAGRANT) 


Breaking Benjamin — Ember 
(HOLLYWOOD) 


The Breeders — All Nerve 
(4AD) 


Calexico —The Thread That 
Keeps Us (ANTL-) 


S. Carey — Hundred Acres 
(AGJAGUWAR) 


Car Seat Headrest - Teens of 
Denial (MATADOR) 


Cigarettes After Sex — 
Cigarettes After Sex 
(PARTISAN RECORDS) 


Frankie Cosmos -— Vessel 
(SUB POP) 


Decemberists — [?/] Be Your Girl 
(CAPITOL) 


Editors — Violence (PIAS AMERICA) 


Eels — The Deconstruction 
(EWORKS) = out April 6 


First Aid Kit — Ruins (sony) 


The Fratellis — /n Your Own 
Sweet Time (COOKINGVINYL) 


Franz Ferdinand — 
Always Ascending (DoMmINo) 


Garden —- Mirror Might 
Steal Your Charm (cpitAPH) 


Girlpool — Powerplant (ANtTI-) 
12 MUSIC WELIKE %* Spring/Summer 2018 


Goat Girl — Goat Girl 
(ROUGH TRADE) 


The Goddamn Gallows — 
The Trial (sAiLor’s GRAVE) 


Godspeed You! Black Emperor 
— Luciferian Towers 
(CONSTELLATION) 


Green Druid — Ashen Blood 
(EARACHE) 


Albert Hammond Jr. - 
Francis Trouble 
(RED BULL RECORDS) 


Ben Harper & 
Charlie Musselwhite — 
No Mercy In This Land (Ant1-) 


Glen Hansard — 
Between Two Shores (ANtT/-) 


Curtis Harding — 
Face Your Fear (ANT/-) 


Holy Motors - 
Slow Sundown 
(WHARF CAT) 


Hop Along - Bark Your 
Head Off, Dog (SADDLE CREEK) 


Hot Snakes -— Jericho Sirens 
(SUB POP) 


Japandroids — Near To 
The Wild Heart Of Life (AntT--) 


John Kay & Steppenwolf - 
Steppenwolf at 50 (RAINMAN) 


King Krule — The Ooz 
(TRUE PANTHER SOUNDS) 


King Tuff — Other (sus Por) 


John Maus - 
Screen Memories 
(RIBBON) 


Melvins — Pinkus Abortion 
Technician (\PECAC) — out April 20 


The Men - Drift 
(SACRED BONES) 


Menzingers — After The Party 
(EPITAPH) 


MGMT - Little Dark Age 
(COLUMBIA) 


Kylie Minogue — Golden (8mc) 
Mipso — Coming Down 
The Mountain (INGROOVES) 


Moaning — Moaning 
(SUB POP) 


Naked Giants — Sluff (NEWWESsT) 


The Neighbourhood - 
The Neighbourhood 
(COLUMBIA) 


OCS (Oh Sees) - 
Memory of a Cut Off Head 
(CASTLE FACE) 


Pianos Become Teeth — 
Wait For Love (cpitaPh) 


Brendan Perry & Oliver 
Mellano — No Land (worLDVILLAGE) 


A Place To Bury Strangers - 
Pinned (DEAD OCEANS) 


Preoccupations — 
New Material (jJAG|AGUWAR) 


Nathaniel Rateliff — 
Tearing at the Seams (FANTASY) 


Caroline Rose — Loner (NEWWEST) 


Ty Segall — Freedom’s Goblin 
(DRAG CITY) 


Senses Fail -— If There Is Light, 
It Will Find You (Pure NOISE) 


Sting & Shaggy — 44/876 
(INTERSCOPE) 


The Soft Moon - 
Criminal (SACRED BONES) 


Speedy Ortiz — Twerp Verse 
(CARPARK) — out April 27 


Sunflower Bean — 
Twentytwo In Blue (MoM & Pop) 


Superorganism — 
Superorganism (DOMINO) 


The Sword — Used Future 
(RAZOR & TIE) 


Teenage Wrist — Chrome Neon 
Jesus (EPITAPH) 


Thirty Seconds To Mars - 
New Album (inTERSCOPE) 


Touche Amore - Stage Four 
(EPITAPH) 


Tune- Yards — / Can Feel You 
Creep Into My Private Life 
(4AD) 


U.S. Girls — In A Poem 
Unlimited (4AD) 


Unknown Mortal 
Orchestra — Sex & Food 
(JAGJAGUWAR) 


The Voidz — Virtue (RCA) 


The War On Drugs - 
A Deeper Understanding 
(ATLANTIC) 


Jack White - 
Boarding House Reach 
(THIRD MAN) 


Chelsea Wolfe — 
Hiss Spun 
(SARGENT HOUSE) 


Donovan Woods - 
Both Ways (FONTANA NORTH) 


Wye Oak - 
The Louder I Call, 
The Faster [t Runs (MERGE) 


Yo La Tengo - 
There’s A Riot Going On 
(MATADOR) 


Action Bronson — 
Blue Chips 7000 
(ATLANTIC/VICE) 


Apathy — The Widow’s Son 
(DIRTY VERSION) 


Big K.R.I1.T. —? 
4Eva is a Mighty Long Time 
(AFTERMATH/INTERSCOPE) 


Black Milk — FEVER 
(MASS APPEAL) 


Blu & Exile — In the Beginning: 
Before the Heavens 
(FAT BEATS) 


Boosie Badazz — BooPac 
(ATLANTIC) 
MUSIC WELIKE %* Spring/Summer 2018 18 





Apollo Brown & 
Ghostface Killah — 
The Brown Tape 
(MELLO MUSIC GROUP) 


Evidence — 
Weather or Not 
(RHYMESAYERS) 


G-Eazy - 
The Beautiful &€ Damned 
(RCA) 


Nipsey Hussle — 


Victory Lap 
(ATLANTIC) 


Planet Asia — 


The Golden Buddha 
(BRICK) 


Princess Nokia — 
1992 Deluxe 
(MATADOR) 


Prof — Pookie Baby 
(RHYMESAYERS) 


Rapsody — 
Laila’s Wisdom 
(DEF JAM) 


RSXGLD (Rospit & I4KT) - 
RSXGLD (FATBEATS) 


SkyZoo - 
In Celebration of Us 
(FIRST GENERATION RICH) 


Statik Selektah — 8 
(DUCK DOWN) 


Wiki — No Mountains 
in Manhattan (x1) 
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ELECTRONIC 


Brainwaltzera — 
Poly-Ana 
(FILM RECORDINGS) 


Brazilian Girls — 
Let’s Make Love 
(SIX DEGREES) — out April | 3 


Patrick Cowley - 
Afternooners 
(DARK ENTRIES) 


Errorsmith — 
Superlative Fatigue 
(PAN) 


Fever Ray — Plunge 
(MUTE) 


Juju & Jordash — 
Sis Boom Bah 
(DEKMANTEL) 


Metro Area - 
Metro Area [Reissue] 
(ENVIRON) 


Tom Misch - 
Geography 
(KOBALT / AMPED) — out April 6 


Midori Takada / 

Masahiko Satoh - 

Lunar Cruise 

(WE RELEASE WHATEVER THE FUCK WE WANT) 


Thievery Corporation — 
Treasures From The Temple 
(ESL) — out April 20 


Trickfinger — I 
(ACID TEST) 
Hiroshi Yoshimura — 


Music For Nine Postcards 
(EMPIRE OF SIGN) 


Zomby - 
Mercury’s Rainbow 
(MODERN LOVE) 


COUNTRY AND 
BLUEGRASS 


Kelsea Ballerini - 
Unapologetically 
(BLACK RIVER) 


Ryan Bingham - 
Ryan Bingham Live 
(AXSTER BINGHAM) 


Luke Bryan —- 
What Makes You Country 
(CAPITOL NASHVILLE) 


Tommy Emmanuel - 
Accomplice One (cep) 


Chris Gantry - 
At the House of Cash 
(DRAG CITY) 


Tim McGraw & Faith Hill - 
The Rest of Our Life 
(ARISTA) 


Kim Richey -— 
Edgeland (yer Roc) 


Chris Stapleton — 
From a Room: Vol. 2 
(MERCURY NASHVILLE) 


Chris Thile - 
Thanks For Listening 
(NONESUCH) 


Tyminski - 
Southern Gothic 
(MERCURY NASHVILLE) 


Various Artists - 
Hillbillies In Hell: 

Country Music’s Tormented 
Testament (1952-1974) 
Volume 5 

(LITA) 


Various Artists — 
Sun Records Does 
Hank Williams 

(ORIGINAL RECORDINGS) 


Colter Wall - 
Imaginary Appalachia 
(YOUNG MARY'S) 


Lee Ann Womack - 
The Lonely, the 
Lonesome 

& the Gone (ATO) 





gift box! 


ENAMEL PINS (sean 


UST GOT? 


REAL, 


e Elastic band closures. 
e Inside back cover pockets. 


ee B Perer Paurer Press, Inc. 
WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORE 
| 


VISIT US AT PETERPAUPER.COM 
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FOLK 


Joan Baez - 
Whistle Down the Wind 
(PROPER) 


Robbie Basho — 
Live in Forli, Italy 1982 
(ESP-DISK / OBSOLETE) 


Connie Converse - 

Vanity of Vanities - 

A Tribute to Connie Converse 
(TZADIK) 


Bela Fleck & 
Abigail Washburn - 
Echo in the Valley 
(ROUNDER) 


Brigid Mae Power - 
The Two Worlds (TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


Hannah Read — Way Out Pll 
Wander (HUDSON) 


Buffy Sainte-Marie — Medicine 
Songs (TRUE NORTH) 


Chris Smither — 
Call Me Lucky 
(SIGNATURE SOUNDS) 


BLUES AND 
NEW ORLEANS 


Joe Bonamassa — 
Live At The Greek Theater 


(| & RADVENTURES) Muddy Gurdy — 
Muddy Gurdy \viZZTONE) 


Curtis Salgado and 
Alan Hager — Rough Cut 
(ALLIGATOR) 
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Various Artists — 
Hard Core Harp 
(ELECTRO-F1) 


Various Artists — 
Bluesin’ by the Bayou - 
Ain’t Broke, Ain’t Hungry 
(ACE) 


Various Artists — 
Swampland Jewels 
(YEP ROC) 


Wee Willie Walker & 
The Anthony Paule Soul 
Orchestra — After A While 
(BLUE DOT) 


WORLD 


Amadou & Mariam —- 
La Confusion 
(BECAUSE MUSIC) 


Charlotte Gainsbourg - 
Rest (ATLANTIC) 


Luis Miguel — 
Mexico Por Siempre! 
(WARNER MUSICA LATINA) 


Orchestre Les Mangelepa — 
Last Band Standing 
(STRUT) 


Hermeto Pascoal & 
Grupo Vice Versa — 
Viajando Com O Som: 
(The Lost ’76 Vice-Versa 
Studio Session) 

(FAR OUT) 


Maryam Saleh, 

Maurice Louca, & Tamer 
Abu Ghazaleh - 

Lekhfd (MOSTAKELL) 


Nitin Sawhney -— 
Live at Ronnie Scott’s 
(GEARBOX) 


Saz’iso — At Least Wave 
Your Hankerchief at Me - 
The Joys & Sorrows of 
Southern Albanian Song 
(GLITTERBEAT) 


Tarawangsawelas — 
Wanci (MORPHINE) 


Trio Da Kali and 
Kronos Quartet — Ladalikan 
(WORLD CIRCUIT RECORDS) 


Various Artists — El Apagon: 
Peruvian Chicha from the 
Horoscopo Vaults 1978-1988 
(PHARAWAY SOUNDS) 


Various Artists — 

Egypt & Lebanon: 

Cosmic Arab Disco & Searing 
Dance Floor Bangers 
1974-1985 (CEDARPHON) 


Various Artists —- 
Early Traditional Instruments 
In Asid (SHIOK!) 


Various Artists — 

Secao Ritmica: Instrumental 
Funk From ’70s Brazil 
(ATEMOYA RECORDS) 


Various Artists — 

Even A Tree Can Shed Tears: 
Japanese Folk & Rock 
1969-1973 (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 


CLASSICAL 


Argerich — Argerich and Friends 
(WARNER) 


Alban Berg — Wozzeck 
(NAXOS) 


Gavin Bryars / Donald Naily — 
The Fifth Century (Ec) 


Copland / Slatkin - 
Symphony # 3 (NAXxos) 


Debussy / San Francisco 
Symphony / Tilson Thomas — 
Images (srs) 


Handel / Petrov - 
Ottone (DECCA) 


Mahler / Vanska — 
Symphony # 5 (Bis) 
Scott Johnson —- 


Mind Out of Matter 
(TZADIK) 


Shostakovich / Honeck - 
Symphony # 5: A Barber Adagio 
(REFERENCE) 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Alvarius B - 

With a Beaker on the Burner 
and an Otter in the Oven 
(ABDUCTION) 


Harry Bertoia - 
Sonambient: The Sound 
Sculpture Of Harry Bertoia 
(IMPORTANT) 


Biosphere — 
Compilation 1991-2004 
(BIOPHON) 


The Caretaker - 

Everywhere at the End of Time 
- CD Collection 

(HISTORY ALWAYS FAVORS...) 


Eugene Chadbourne - 
The Lost Eddie Chatterbox 
Session (CORBETT VS DEMPSEY) 


Tom Cora —- 
Live at the Western Front 
(KLANGGALERIE) 


Nils Frahm — 
All Melody 
(ERASED TAPES) 


Keiji Haino & SUMAC - 
American Dollar Bill - 

Keep Facing Sideways, 
You’re Too Hideous To Look 
At Face On 

(THRILL JOCKEY) 


Kan Mikami / 
Alex Neilson / 
John Edwards — 
Life at Cafe OTO 
(OTOROKU) 


Nurse With Wound - 
Dark Fat (pirTErR) 


Prurient — 
Rainbow Mirror 
(PROFOUND LORE) 


Kaitlyn Aurelia Smith — 
The Kid (WESTERNVINYL) 


Anna Von Hausswolff — 
Dead Magic 
(CITY SLANG) 
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METAL 


Bell Witch — 
Mirror Reaper 
(PROFOUND LORE) 


Cannibal Corpse — 
Red Before Black 
(METAL BLADE) 


Mammoth Grinder - 
Cosmic Crypt (RELAPSE) 


Necrot — 
Blood Offerings 
(TANK CRIMES) 


Portal — lon 
(PROFOUND LORE) 


Primitive Man — 
Caustic (RELAPSE) 


Spectral Voice — 
Eroded Corridors of Unbeing 
(DARK DESCENT) 


Ufomammut — 8 
(NEUROT) 


Undergang -— 
Misantropologi 
(DARK DESCENT) 


Watain — 
Trident Wold Eclipse 
(CENTURY MEDIA) 


Wolves in the Throne Room — 
Thrice Woven 
(ARTEMISIA) 
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OLDIES 


Fats Domino — 
The King of New Orleans Live! 
(SUNSET BLVD.) 


Duane Eddy - 

Guitar Star - The Complete 
RCA Singles A’s and B’s 
(REAL GONE MUSIC) 


Little Richard — 
Here’s Little Richard 
(CRAFT) 


The Remains — 
Live 1969 
(SUNDAZED) 


Various Artists — 

Cornflake USA Episode I0 - 

The Original Psychedelic Dream 
(PARTICLES) 


Various Artists — 

Beat Girls Espanol!: 

1960s She-Pop from Spain 
(ACE) 


Various Artists — 
Marshmallow Skies: 
60’s Pop Stars Flirt with 
Psychedelia (TEENSVILLE) 


Larry Williams — 
The Complete Releases: 
1957-1961 (ACROBAT) 


The Yardbirds — 
Yardbirds °68 (jimmy PAGE Music) 


REGGAE 


Errol Brown — 
Dubb Everlasting | 
Dub Expression 
(DOCTOR BIRD) 


Hollie Cook — 
Vessel of Love 
(MERGE) 


The Dub Syndicate - 
Ambience In Dub 1982-1985 
(ON-U SOUND) 


Knowledge — 
Hail Dread 
(KINGSTON SOUNDS) 


Damian Marley - 
Stony Hill (REPUBLIC) 


Freddie McGregor -— 
Bobby Bobylon (sou JAZZ) 


Lloyd Parks & We The People 
-— Meet The People 
(PRESSURE SOUNDS) 


Jesse Royal - Lily of Da Valley 
(EASY STAR) 


Various Artists — 
Studio One: 

Black Man/’s Pride 
(SOUL JAZZ) 


Various Artists - 
Africa Iron Gate Showcase 
(DUB STORE) 


Citizen — As You Please 
(RUN FOR COVER) 


Converge — The Dusk In Us 
(EPITAPH) 


Richard Hell & The Voidoids — 
Blank Generation 

(40th Anniversary Deluxe 
Edition) (RHINO) 


Hot Water Music - 
Light It Up (Rise RECORDS) 


Husker Du - Savage Young Du 
(NUMERO) 


Propagandhi - 
Victory Lap (EPITAPH) 


Rancid — Trouble Maker 
(EPITAPH) 


Turnstile — Time & Space 
(ROADRUNNER) 





COMEDY 


Lewis Black — 
Black to the Future 
(STARK RAVING BLACK) 


Dave Chappelle - 

The Age of Spin / Deep 
in the Heart of Texas 
(COMEDY DYNAMICS) 


Stan Freeberg - 
The Singles Collection 
1947-60 (ACROBAT) 


Chris Gethard — 
Career Suicide 
(DON GIOVANNI) 


Tiffany Haddish - 

She Ready! From the Hood 
to Hollywood! 

(COMEDY DYNAMICS) 


Trevor Noah - 
Afraid of the Dark 
(COMEDY DYNAMICS) 


Amy Schumer - 
The Leather Special 
(COMEDY DYNAMICS) 


Sarah Silverman —- 
A Speck of Dust 
(COMEDY DYNAMICS) 


Various Artists — 
Comedians of Interest: Vol. | 
(ASPECIALTHING) 


SOUNDTRACKS 


Anthology: Movie Themes 
1974-1998 — John Carpenter 
(SACRED BONES) 


Black Panther —- 
Various Artists (INTERSCOPE) 


Blade Runner 2049 - 
Hans Zimmer / Benjamin 
Waillfisch (eric) 


Call Me By Your Name - 
Luca Guadagnino (sony) 


Coco — Various Artists 
(WALT DISNEY) 
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Darkest Hour — 
Dario Marianelli 
(DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 


A Fantastic Woman —- 
Matthew Herbert (MILAN) 


The Greatest Showman — 
Benj Pasek & Justin Paul 
(ATLANTIC) 


Lady Bird - 
Various Artists (DECCA) 


Phantom Thread — 
Jonny Greenwood 
(NONESUCH) 


The Shape of Water - 
Alexandre Desplat (DEccA) 


Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri — 
Carter Burwell (VARESE SARABANDE) 


The Vietnam War - A Film By 
Ken Burns & Lynn Novick — 
Trent Reznor / Atticus Ross 
(UNIVERSAL) 


DVDS & BLU-RAY 


MUSIC DYDS 


John Coltrane — 
Chasing Trane 
[Blu-Ray] (UNIVERSAL) 


L7 — Pretend We’re Dead 
[Blu-Ray] (Mvp) 


Pearl Jam — Let’s Play Two 
[DVD] (REPUBLIC) 


Robert Plant And 

The Sensational Space 
Shifters - 

Live at David Lynch’s 
Festival of Disruption 
[DVD] (EAGLE ROCK) 


The Tragically Hip — 
Long Time Running 
[Blu-ray] (EAGLE ROCK) 


Various Artists — 
The Defiant Ones 
[Blu-ray] (UNIVERSAL) 
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Various Artists — 

The Complete Monterey 
Pop Festival (1967-86) 
[Blu-ray] (CRITERION) 


The Who - 

Tommy Live 

at The Royal Albert Hall 
[Blu-ray] (EAGLE ROCK) 


DOCUMENTARY 
Blue Planet II 
Dawson City: Frozen Time 
Faces Places 
Kedi 
The Sunshine Makers 


TV 
Game Of Thrones: Season 7 
The Handmaid's Tale: Season I! 
Taboo: Season | 


Twin Peaks: A Limited Event 
Series 


Westworld: Season |! 


ACTION / MYSTERY 
/ HORROR 


Brawl in Cell Block 99 
Dunkirk 
Good Time 


Jumanji: Welcome 
To the Jungle 





Night of the Living Dead 
[Criterion] 


The Silence of the Lambs 
[Criterion] 


Wind River 
DRAMA / COMEDY 
Call Me By Your Name 
The Disaster Artist 
The Florida Project 
God’s Own Country 
I, Tonya 
Lady Bird 
Phantom Thread 


Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri 


SCI-Fi / FANTASY 
Blade Runner 2049 
Justice League 
The Shape of Water 
Spiderman - Homecoming 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi 
Thor: Ragnarok 


FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE 


Endless Poetry 


VAT; Be) = Wo 0) 


WUT al =meem Olea ke) ol-J0 


Jamon Jamon 


FheSuuare FordTheatres.org 


Tom Of Finland 
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ANIMATION / 
KIDS 


The Breadwinner 
Coco 

Ferdinand 

Loving Vincent 


Rick & Morty: 
Season 2 


BLU-RAY / 4K 


The Age Of Innocence 
[Criterion] 


The Breakfast Club 
[Criterion] 


The Devil’s Rain (1975) 
The Old Dark House (1932) 


7 alae tea Nolan Collection 
4 


Othello (1952) 

Raw Deal (1948) 

Suspiria (1977) 

T-Men (1947) 

Terminator 2: Judgment Day 4K 


Women In Love [Criterion] 


stole] €& 


LITERATURE / 
GRAPHIC NOVELS 


The Big Book of 

The Continental Op 
by Dashiell Hammett 
(BLACK LIZARD) 


Difficult Women 
by Roxane Gay 
(GROVE PRESS) 


Feel Free 

by Zadie Smith 
(PENGUIN) 
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Her Body and Other Parties: 
Stories 

by Carmen Maria Machado 
(GRAYWOLF PRESS) 


My Favorite Thing Is Monsters 
by Emil Ferris 
(FANTAGRAPHICS) 


My Friend Dahmer 
by Derf Backderf 
(HARRY N.ABRAMS) 


Sing, Unburied, Sing 
by Jesmyn Ward 
(SCRIBNER) 


FILM & TV BOOKS 


Guillermo Del Toro’s 
The Shape Of Water: 
Creating a Fairy Tale 
for Troubled Times 
by Gina Mcintyre 
(SIMON & SCHUSTER) 


The Disaster Artist 
by Greg Sestero / 
Tom Bissell 

(SIMON & SCHUSTER) 


The Last Black Unicorn 
by Tiffany Haddish 
(SIMON & SCHUSTER) 


Tarantino: A Retrospective 
by Tom Shone 
(SIMON & SCHUSTER) 


Twin Peaks: The Final Dossier 
by Mark Frost 
(FLATIRON BOOKS) 


Everything Is Combustible: 
Television, CBGB’s and Five 
Decades of Rock and Roll: 
The Memoirs of an 
Alchemical Guitarist 

by Richard Lloyd 

(BEECH HILL) 


For the Sake of Heaviness: 
The History of Metal Blade 
Records by Brian Slagel & 
Mark Eglinton 

(BMG BOOKS) 


Grant & I: Inside 

and Outside the Go-Betweens 
By Robert Forster 

(OMNIBUS PRESS) 


Hit So Hard 
by Patty Schemel 
(PERSEUS) 


Lemmy: The Definitive 
Biography 

by Mick Wall 

(ORION PUB CO) 


Lou Reed 
by Anthony DeCurtis 
(LITTLE BROWN & CO) 


Original Gangstas 
by Ben Westhoff 
(HACHETTE) 


Sticky Fingers: The Life and 
Times of Jann Wenner 

and Rolling Stone Magazine 
by Joe Hagan 

(KNOPF) 


Under My Thumb: 

Songs That Hate Women 
and the Women Who 
Love Them 

by Rhian Jones and 

Eli Davies 

(REPEATER) 


Basketball (And Other Things) 
by Shea Serrano 
(HARRY N.ABRAMS) 


Fire & Fury: Inside the Trump 
White House 

by Michael Wolff 

(HENRY HOLT & CO) 


The Fire This Time: 

A New Generation Speaks 
About Race 

by Jesmyn Ward 

(SCRIBNER) 


Mindhunter 

by John Douglas / 
Mark Olshaker 
(SIMON & SCHUSTER) 


New Orleans Vampires: 
History and Legend 

by Marita Woywod Crandle 
(THE HISTORY PRESS) 


ESSENTIAL 
READING 


Helter Skelter: The True Story 
of the Manson Murders 

by Vincent Busgliosi / 

Curt Gentry 

(WW NORTON & CO) 


The Left Hand of Darkness 
by Ursula K. Le Guin (BERKELEY) 


The Misadventures of Awkward 
Black Girl 

by Issa Rae 

(SIMON & SCHUSTER) 


The Princess Diarist 
by Carrie Fisher (PENGUIN) 


The Rose that Grew From 
Concrete 

by Tupac Shakur 

(POCKET BOOKS) 


Under The Big Black Sun: 
A Personal History of L.A. Punk 
by John Doe (Perseus) 


Watchmen by Alan Moore 
(DC COMICS) 


Zen and the Art of Motorcycle 
Maintenance 

by Robert M. Pirsig 

(HARPER COLLINS) 
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TEN LOVELY 
AMBIENT ALBUMS 


For when you want to get mellow 


By Michael Henning 


Everybody needs to unwind at some point, whether it’s at the end of a long week 
of work, a stressful day where things feel like they are getting out of control, or even 
just hearing about another frustrating development on the political front. When you 
start to feel the need to mellow out, these ten lovely ambient albums released in 
2017 will help you calm down and really relax. Or, if you're already pretty chill, they 
will help you attain ice cold status, like a polar bear eating an ice cream sandwich 


on top of a glacier. 


DELIA DERBYSHIRE 
APPRECIATION SOCIETY - 
Delia Derbyshire 
Appreciation Society 


Lovely languid clouds of synthesizer melodies 
from this duo, which includes Bombay Dub 
Orchestra main man Garry Hughes. Where 
that project focuses on global fusion beats 
with eastern-influenced orchestral arrange- 
ments, this is simply two guys making simple 
ambient music with a large collection of 
synths. The mellow works on this CD are very 
nice for nighttime listening, or a pleasant way 
to start your day in a quiet introspective. 


SECRET PYRAMID 
Two Shadows Collide 


Billowing atmospheric clouds of sound 
coalesce to create a cool cocoon of melan- 
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choly synthesizer work that has just enough 
light to keep the dark at bay. Parts of this 
album sound like a beatless Boards of Canada 
album might sound, so if you always wanted 
to hear what that would be like, here’s your 
chance. 


BENOIT PIOULARD 

Lignin Poise 
Another grainy ambient masterpiece from 
this Seattle musician who continues to 
unleash a stream of high-quality releases 
on a number of labels. His older work on 
Kranky is probably the easiest to track down, 
but his most recent stuff is where it’s at for 
me... lush, warm, blissed-out synth epics that 
unfold slowly and allow you to really sink 
into their beauty over time. Listening to this 
LP is the sonic equivalent of watching a rain- 
storm splash against a beautiful stained glass 
window. 





FROM THE AMOGEBLOG 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 

(The Microcosm): 

Visionary Music of 
Continental Europe, 1970-1986 


Following on the heels of the excellent 2013 
compilation of private press New Age music 
in America entitled | Am The Center, this new 
collection focuses on European ambient and 
New Age music during a slightly shorter time 
period. There are some names that you may 
recognize (Vangelis, Popol Vuh,Ash Ra Tempel, 
Roedelius), but also several that will probably 
be new to all save the most astute scholars 
of the genre, making this a wonderful journey 
for both neophytes and devotees alike. Great 
liner notes and fantastic packaging on both 
the 2-CD version and also the deluxe 3-LP 
set.Very nice! 


GREGG KOWALSKY 
L'‘Orange, L‘Orange 


After years of making ambient music under 
his own name for labels such as Kranky and 
Root Strata, and on Thrill Jockey as part of 
the the short lived but spectacular local Date 
Palms, Kowalsky returns with this excellent 
solo album of warm, deep ambient drones. 
It’s easy to get lost in the narcotic haze that 
emanates from these tracks, and if you find 
yourself immersed in them, you'll definitely be 
glad you ended up there. Available on LP CD, 
and cassette! 


GUENTER SCHLIENZ 
Sterne Uber Der Stadt 


One of ambient music’s best kept secrets, this 
German modular synth builder and performer 
is one of my favorite modern musicians in 
the genre. He’s released well over a dozen 
tapes and CDs over the past seven years, and 
all of them feature high-quality work with 
numerous variations on his trademark sound. 
This is his latest and it’s a good a place as any 
to dig in... let the cool tones envelop you and 
drift away into the atmosphere above. 


BRIAN ENO 
Reflection 


Another sublime long-form work from Eno 
that is probably most similar in sound to his 
lovely Thursday Afternoon or the more recent 
Lux from 2012.As with most of his work in 


this vein, one finds multiple possibilities for 
utilization and enjoyment here, from the 
causal "sounds nice in the background while 
’'m doing other stuff" to the the rather more 
intense "wow, this is really great music to 
think and get lost inside my own mind," or 
something to that effect. I’ve done both with 
this one a number of times and it certainly 
works quite well either way. | don’t know that 
it will replace Thursday Afternoon or On Land 
as my favorite ambient Eno work, but it is 
already a very solid top five in that category 
for me, and | expect it will continue to get lots 
of play in the years ahead. We all need to slow 
down a bit and do some reflecting at times, 
and this is the perfect music to accompany 
that (rather inactive) activity. 


PAULINE ANNA STROM 
Trans-Millenia Music 


A blind woman from San Francisco who made 
some beautiful cosmic new age synth music 
in the 1980s finally gets the proper reissue 
treatment here, courtesy of the always reliable 
RVNG. Culling tracks from all seven of her very 
rare privately-released albums, this CD / double 
LP does a great job of spotlighting her unique 
style and making this truly remarkable music 
available to the world. Lush and immersive, like 
a fantasy world that draws you in before you 
know what’s happened. 


CHANNELERS 
Slow Leaf Spell 


Slow, simple, meditative works for dulcimer 
and subtle synthesizer ambience. Beautiful 
music that calms the mind and opens the heart. 
One of my go-to records for when | really want 
to chill, l’ve played this a ton and it still sounds 
fresh to my ears. A local gem that might still 
be in stock on cassette at our Berkeley store, 
or you can find it online via the Inner Islands 
Bandcamp page. 


CHUCK JOHNSON 
Balsams 


Wonderful new album from this local Oakland 
guitarist. Here, he abandons his usual deft 
fingerstyle playing and gives us an album full 
of gorgeous, transcendent ambient drift made 
solely with pedal steel guitar. Truly luxurious 
sounds, and it’s so easy to relax once this LP 
hits the turntable or gets cued up on your 
playlist. Highly recommended! ¥ 
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WHERE THE TOYS ARE 


Amoeba Music buys, sells, and trades 
toys and collectibles! 


By Brent James 


No doubt you’ve got that one piece of viny! 
in your collection that’s “worth thousands,’ 
or maybe now that vinyl is making its “resur- 
gence,’ it might be time to sell your aunt’s 
dusty old records she passed down to you 
last Summer? 


Well, it turns out she might have a few more 
items in her attic you might be interested in. 
Now more than ever is the time to check, as 
all those old toys and collectibles you stashed 
away are turning out to be worth big bucks. 
Beatles bucks it would seem, with a Rocket- 
Firing Boba Fett action figure from the early 
days of the Kenner Star Wars line recently 
snatching upwards of $17,000 at auction! And 
there’s no stopping it; millions of dollars are 
spent each year in the selling/trading world of 
toys. Not just Barbies and action figures but 
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actual toys. Conventions are held monthly just 
for the “hunters,” as they’re referred to in the 
Toy Community. The little kids of the '70s and 
'80s and even '90s have grown up, and they 
have money. Lots of it. 


Much like a record, an old toy can transport 
you to another time and place, and the sky’s 
the limit once you're there. For those of us that 


dabble in both, the similarities are numerous. 


When displayed properly, a healthy collection 
is nothing short of a work of art. Great pride 
is poured into the presentation and many 
hours are spent on being a completist. 


But just as the digital age took its toll on 
brick and mortar record stores, the same 


has happened with mom and pop toy stores. 


Big box chains such as Target and Walmart 
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cut out many traditional toy shops, while 
Amazon and eBay wiped out the rest. Even 
Toys R’ Us has declared bankruptcy and is 
closing stores. Pair that with a sometimes 
cutthroat market and poor distribution, and 
you almost find yourself wishing you ONLY 
collected records! 


In San Francisco, long-time institution 
Jeffrey's Toys has recently relocated to a 
new downtown location after being ousted 


from their flagship space on Market Street. 


It thankfully increases the handful of places 
that are still left. ThinkGeek and Super7 are 
also imperative, if you’re hunting toys in San 
Francisco. 


What much of the public doesn’t know is that 
Amoeba Music also buys, sells, and trades toys 


“MUCH LIKE 
A RECORD, 

AN OLD TOY CAN 
TRANSPORT 
YOU TO ANOTHER 
TIME AND PLACE...” 


and collectibles.* It’s not something we’ve 
always done, but it’s something that has caught 
on and is doing well, and is fun to explore. | 
think of it as a giant archive of history and 
pop culture in all forms...that you can buy. Of 
course there will always be the guy who wants 
to buy toys in a toy store, but again the idea 
is to present something for everyone, and | 
think we’ve done that. In the Upper Haight 
Street area, Amoeba San Francisco is the only 
place to find toys and collectibles. 


So, the next time you're in the garage listening 
to records, go through all those old boxes and 
see who’s there. Ask your uncle if he still has 
his Six Million Dollar Man dolls because baby, 
the times they are a-changin’. 


*Please check store for buying policies and times. 
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Amoeba Hollywood's 


25. Anderson .Paak — Malibu 

Anderson .Paak has been the go-to guy to feature when artists have 
wanted their tracks to have a certain something special. His voice is 
a malleable instrument than can be gravelly or velvety smooth, able 
to deliver fast-paced raps and pour out soul syrup in equal measure. 
His sophomore album, Malibu, is a gorgeous psychedelic swirl of lush 
neo-soul backdrops and alternative hip-hop tracks, featuring a cadre of 
high-profile guest appearances (Talib Kweli, ScHoolboy Q, The Game). 


24. David Bowie - The Rise & Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the 
Spiders From Mars 


FROM THE AMOGEBLOG 


Top 25 Sellers of Last Year 


18. SZA —- CTRL 

Despite the big-name guests like Kendrick Lamar and Travis Scott, SZA 
is the star of her own show on her long-awaited debut, which was a 
heavy hitter of the year. Serving up sultry melodies, impassioned lyrics, 
dreamy production, and confident, gorgeous vocals, the album feels like a 
soundtrack for late summer nights. 


17. Childish Gambino -— Awaken, My Love! 

Childish Gambino unexpectedly channeled George Clinton and Prince for 
his third album, Awaken, My Love!, to the great delight of his fans. Kicking 
off with a three-part epic and including the hit song “Redbone, the top- 


selling album features classic psych funk by way of gospel and shows off 
his chops as an R&B singer. 2017 saw two vinyl releases: a limited edition 
45 RPM vinyl box set came in May and the standard back vinyl version 


David Bowie first introduced his legendary alter ego Ziggy Stardust to 
the world in 1972, and the world has never fully recovered. The beloved 
album received a 2016 reissue on remastered |80-gram vinyl and a 


I 
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limited edition 2017 version on gold vinyl, both of which sold widely this 
past year. 


23. AFI — AFI (The Blood Album) 

AFl’s 10th studio album, The Blood Album, mixes metal’s energy, classic 
emo vocals (replete with introspective lyrics), and a sort of goth melan- 
choly that will transport you back to your high school days. AFI kicked 
off our 2017 in-stores with a performance at Amoeba Hollywood to 
celebrate the release of The Blood Album. 


22. Solange — A Seat at the Table 

Solange’s third album was named one of our best of 2016 and it’s still 
selling strong. Stunningly articulate in her songwriting, she offers up not 
only her own personal elations and tribulations, but those of anybody and 
everybody living while black in America. Dreamy yet powerful, Solange 
delivers poignantly significant cultural commentary on the album. 


21. Mac DeMarco - Salad Days 

Mac DeMarco’s follow up to his breakthrough debut album didn’t shock 
audiences with sparkly, new production or major directional changes, 
and it seems it certainly didn’t disappoint either, as three years after its 
release it is still a top seller. While musically similar to its predecessor, 
DeMarco reveals more of himself lyrically, keeping his reliable sound and 
attitude fresh and forward moving. 


20. Gorillaz — Humanz 

Gorillaz teamed up with some serious star power on Humanz yet, despite 
the distinctive voices of each of the performers—from legends like Mavis 
Staples to newer voices like Vince Staples—each track still manages to 
have that special Gorillaz sound. It’s hard to select just a few standout 
tracks on an album that’s so strong overall, but “Submission” (feat. Danny 
Brown and Kelela), “Carnival,” (feat. Anthony Hamilton), “Busted and 
Blue,” and “We Got the Power” (feat. Savages’ Jehnny Beth) will definitely 
have you pressing rewind. 


19. Kendrick Lamar —- good kid, m.A.A.d city 

Kendrick Lamar’s major label debut is the sound of the independent 
rapper’s extraordinary promise achieved. With its affecting tales of 
troubled youth and nods to the weary, head-spinning world of partying 
night after night, the album is remarkably relaxed and assured, and 
continues to fly off the shelves today. 
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was finally available in November. 


16. Thundercat — Drunk 

LA-based producer and singer Thundercat brought some top-notch talent 
to this jazz/soul/funk fusion masterpiece. With friends like Kendrick Lamar, 
Kamasi Washington, Flying Lotus, Wiz Khalifa, and Pharrell in the credits, 
you know you're in for a treat. (There’s also the slightly weird addition of 
Michael McDonald and Kenny Loggins to lead single “Show You the Way”’... 


= which believe it or not, totally works in the best possible way.) 


[5. The xx — 1 See You 

The xx expands on their characteristic minimal cool on their third album, 
| See You. Their intimate, vulnerable lyrics and shimmering sound are 
still there, but these traits have been given an infusion of warmth and 
color with the introduction of some dancier elements, smart samples, 
and lush soundscapes. It’s a welcome evolution. The album is a gem — 
multi-faceted and vivid, revealing more of itself with every spin. 


14. Queens of the Stone Age - Villains 

Villains, the seventh studio album by Queens of the Stone Age, was 
produced by Mark Ronson and is a testament to the myriad pleasures of 
the boogie, featuring a very dry, ’70s-influenced production that the band 
wears well. Every song here sounds impeccably crisp: Guitars leap out 
with lean, red-hot fuzz. The bass rumbles neatly along. The drums are so 
air-tight they threaten all the oxygen in the room with funky tension. The 
atmosphere is of a hermetically sealed classic rock record. 


13. Weezer —- Pacific Daydream 

Weezer continues to reinvent themselves on Pacific Daydream.As poppy 
and upbeat as the emotion conveyed by the title, the LP finds Rivers and 
Co. creating music that dances winkingly back and forth across the line 
between their earlier retro nerd rock and their later radio-friendly sing- 
alongs. Weezer also performed at Amoeba for the first time this year, 
playing a sold out show in LA to celebrate the new album. 


12. Slowdive — Slowdive 

Not only did Slowdive’s first album in two decades make our list of 
the Best Albums of 2017, but it was one of our best-selling albums this 
year. Sharing a name with their self-titled 1990 debut LP the band is as 
compelling as ever on this album. It feels like it was recorded back at the 
height of the shoegaze era. 
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I 1. Pink Floyd — The Dark Side of the Moon 

Pink Floyd’s 1973 Dark Side of the Moon, with its iconic cover by Storm 
Thorgerson, continues to earn new fans and remains an important part 
of any serious rock lover’s record collection. With a little help from a 
2016 reissue on |180-gram vinyl, the album cracked our best selling list 
again in 2017. 


10. Mac DeMarco - This Old Dog 

This Old Dog is also one of his strongest releases yet. DeMarco may have 
a goofball persona but these songs are coming from a heartfelt, warmly 
intelligent, and emotional place. Sure, there are some sublime party 
tunes on here, but the highlights of the album are when DeMarco delves 
into dreamy, deeply romantic territory on tracks like “One More Love 
Song” and “Moonlight on the River.’ This Old Dog has so many solid 
songs it’s hard to single out even a few as essential listening. Instead, 
throw this record on and immerse yourself in Mac’s singular world. 


9. Various Artists — Baby Driver [OST] 

We were stoked to receive two visits from Edgar Wright this year — 
one in June for the release of the fantastic Baby Driver soundtrack and 
another in October when the film was released on DVD and Blu-ray. 
The soundtrack is packed with 30 carefully curated tracks drawn from 
the worlds of indie, punk, hip-hop, funk, power pop, soul, R&B, and jazz. 
Pretty much every track is a classic, ranging from the ubiquitous “Radar 
Love” to the (perhaps) lesser known “Egyptian Reggae.” The collection 
is upbeat and rhythm-driven, showcasing some of the strongest song- 
writers in recent musical history. 


8. Prince — Purple Rain 

Prince’s iconic Purple Rain soundtrack was reissued in several formats, 
including expanded editions with previously unreleased material. The 
deluxe 3CD+DVD expanded edition and the |80-gram vinyl were 
particularly sought after. The audio for the 2017 reissues was taken 
from the 2015 Paisley Park remaster of the original soundtrack tapes 
(overseen by Prince himself) and the album sounds better than ever — 
more vibrant, more alive, more straight up sexy. 


7. Radiohead — OK Computer 

Radiohead’s OK Computer was a clear departure from the guitar-based 
rock for which they had become known. Critics and fans alike were 
fascinated by its unsettling atmosphere and themes of alienation and 
consumerism, highlighted by electronic effects and strings. On the 
strength of its 2017 reissue as OKNOTOK — a triple LP featuring B-sides 
and unreleased tracks, an art book, and a cassette tape of demos — the 
album knocked it out of the park in sales. 


6. The Beatles — Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band 

The Beatles’ vastly innovative 1967 album was awarded special 
treatment for its 50th anniversary this past year, with four special 
remaster editions, including a picture disc and a new stereo mix version. 
Another must-have for music fans building their collections, the classic 
record in all its formats was snatched up again and again in 2017. 
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5. Ryan Adams - Prisoner 

Regardless of the gossipy context behind this “break-up album,” Ryan 
Adams has constructed a heartfelt and entrancing record, full of subtle 
production nuances and an undeniable earnestness, which, rather than 
asking for your pity, paints differently toned vignettes of the aftermath 
of divorce. Wearing his influences on his sleeve, Adams references a 
wide range of musical styles and textures, evoking everyone from Bruce 
Springsteen to The Stone Roses, to flesh out a vision that is all his own. 
Ryan visited Amoeba Hollywood for a special in-store performance on 
Feb 22 and played tunes from the new album. 


4. Lana Del Rey - Lust for Life 

Lana Del Rey returned to Amoeba Hollywood this year for a sold 
out performance in honor of Lust For Life, her fourth studio LP. While 
in the past Lana has played with hip-hop influences, on “Summer 
Bummer” she delves headfirst into the genre, enlisting the services 
of Playboi Carti and ASAP Rocky. Cameos are in abundance on this 
record, featuring the aforementioned A$AP Rocky twice among the 
likes of Stevie Nicks, Sean Lennon, and The Weeknd. In a way, this 
demonstrates the biggest accomplishment of Lust for Life: the ability to 
evolve and expand a previously rigidly defined musical style while still 
sounding like nothing else. 


3. Tyler, the Creator -— Flower Boy 

Widely considered to be Tyler’s best album to date, Flower Boy was 
released on CD in July with two covers and on vinyl in early December, 
all of which sold gangbusters. The album features Jaden Smith, Estelle, 
Kali Uchis, ASAP Rocky, Frank Ocean, and others that take you on a 
trip through various styles of music from smooth soul to boom bap. 
Standout tracks are “I Ain’t Got Time,” “Who Dat Boy,” and “See You 
Again.” 


2. Justin Hurwitz — La La Land [OST] 

After enchanting audiences last winter with its romantically stylized 
vision of Hollywood, by way of the classic musicals of the ’50s and 
60s, La La Land continued to capture attention throughout 2017 with 
massive sales of the film’s original soundtrack released both in standard 
CD and vinyl formats, as well as Justin Hurwitz’s original score on CD 
and 2LP vinyl. 


|. Kendrick Lamar - DAMN. 

When Kendrick’s DAMN. came out in April, we were wondering how 
anything else could top this in 2017. Nothing did. From the syncopated, 
rapid-fire delivery of "DNA." to the swaying, surreal "PRIDE.," it’s a 
nonstop tour de force. No other artist, hip-hop or otherwise, is so 
deftly able to meld pure charisma, insightful and witty lyricism, and 
brilliant production into songs that are also just straight-up bangers. 
Couple that with both work ethic and quality control that puts every 
other rapper to shame, and you’ve got the premier MC of his gener- 
ation, without question. 


Visit the Amoeblog on Amoeba.com for more “best of” lists to inspire you, 
What’s In My Bag? stories, upcoming event previews and more. #¥ 
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DOUBLE AY 


@dub_ay Amoeba Berkeley: 





‘Double Ay Presents:The Ay List Director of 
*"TZLR News’ Producer of "That's My Word’ 
2018's Most Hydrated” 


SHOP LOCAL! 


Pan Daijing — Lack (Pan) 
Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 


Brian Eno — Before and After 


Science [Reissue] (UMC/VIRGIN EMI) 
Find it in: ROCK 


SAD Please support the businesses you see in this book. supers ia Thug - 
0 - G oe a ne . . ae — sas EOS: (EPIC / 300 /ATLANTIC / FREEBANDZ / YSL) 


Go to their websites. Like their pages. Find it in: HIP HOP 


ANG 
Pia Support local! Let’s keep the music playing... 
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Mozzy — | Up Top Ahk (empire) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Head of Security / Staff Writer Thizzler.com: 


Meek Mill — 


Wins and Losses 
(MMG & ATLANTIC) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Lil B — Black Ken 
(BASED WORLD) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Kelela — Take Me Apart 
(WARP LIMITED) 
Find it in: SOUL 


NESTORKNOWS 


2018's most 20! 7. 
Lead ladder handler. @_nest2 


Lana del Rey - 


Lust for Life (INTERSCOPE) 
Find it in: ROCK 





Vince Staples — 


Big Fish Theory (DEF JA) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


BADBADNOTGOOD - 
Late Night Tales: 


BADBADNOTGOOD 
(LATE NIGHT TALES) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Dark Sky -— Othona 
(MONKEYTOWN) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Kristofer Maddigan — 


Cuphead [OST] 
(STUDIOMDHR) 

Find it in; SOUNDTRACKS 

Here’s a real high-class soundtrack! 


Alexandra Savior - 
Belladonna of Sadness 
(COLUMBIA/LEGACY) 

Find it in: ROCK 
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Est. 1989 - Bangor, ME 


Three 6 Mafia — Chpt. 2 


“World Domination” 

(GET ON DOWN) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

“Late Night Tip,’ will fully ruin your life. | stayed 
at a travelodge in North Memphis once for 
maybe $45. There were cigarette burns and 
hairs all over the bed and a door to the next 
room over that only locked with a latch *on our 
side.* Shout outs to Tommy Wright Ill, Xavier 
Wulf, and DJ Zirk. 


Immortal — Battles In The 


North (OsMose) 

Find it in: BLACK METAL 

“Cursed Realms of the Winterdemons” and 
“Blashyrkh (Mighty Ravendark.)” Rolling d20s in 
mom’s basement in full corpse paint, floating up 
through a Nor’easter with Gandalf at yr side, 
keepin’ you warm with soft down blankets. 
Shout outs to Kevin and Steve Jackson in Walnut 
Creek, two sweet Norwegian American boys 
who can’t stand their country’s finest musical 
export. 


ia Phenomena (1985) - 
Directed by Dario Argento 


You gotta watch it just for the kill sequences 
with Iron Maiden playing in the background. 


Lil Ugly Mane — Mista Thug 
Isolation (HUNDEBISS) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

Crucial reissue. Keep this baby in print. Just 
the greatest internet rapper there ever will be. 
“Lungs full of smoke and a bag full of guts / not 


the innards of a Dutch, just a bag full of guts.” 
R.I.LP HUMAN RAP GAME. 
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Lal & Mike Waterson -— 


Bright Phoebus (Domino) 

Find it in: FOLK 

Sounds like The Wicker Man soundtrack but it’s 
the Watersons. Alternately gorgeous, jubilant, 
and very very grim. Unbelievably good, rewards 
repeated listens. Works really well on a three 
or four hour dehydrated hike in Claremont 
Canyon, getting more delirious and spooky with 
the sinking of the sun. Human sacrifices and 
magical transmogrification abound. Triple At. 
Bring your ramblin’ stick. 


SASSY BROWN 


DJ Pupshaw on KALX Berkeley 90.7FM! 


Geinoh Yamashirogumi - 
Akira Symphonic Suite 


[Reissue] (MILAN) 

Find it in; SOUNDTRACKS 

Oh, Akira...long considered one of THE things 
to show to people who know nothing about 
anime, and a film that was in heavy rotation 
for most of my middle and high school years. 
If | had to pick one of the movie's highlights, 
it would easily be the score: a driving blend of 
tribal drumming, gamelan pieces, traditional 
Japanese folk music and (extremely dated, but 
still charming) new age synths, which somehow 
both contrasts and complements the distant 
future* setting of the story. What few releases 
of the soundtrack were available here in U.S. 
are long out of print, and with recent years’ 
nostalgia for the late-’80s/early-’90s sci fi 
aesthetic, | couldn’t think of a more perfect 
time to give this the reissue and remastering it 
so badly needed. There are noticeable improve- 
ments in audio quality, and instruments that 
were once buried in the mix are now crystal 
clear. Some even almost sound like entirely 
different songs! Needless to say, if you’re a fan 
of the original film, pick this up. 


The reissue also contains some rather inter- 
esting liner notes about the making of the film 
score, which is a whole crazy saga on its own, 
and | recommend reading if you want to know 
more about what kind of weird ideas were 
being shopped around by the collective of quasi- 
amateur musicians who composed it. 


*Well, not really “distant” anymore, since the 
film’s imagined setting is supposed to take place 
one year from now. Where’s my cool motorbike 
anyway? 


Chelsea Wolfe — Hiss Spun 
(SARGENT HOUSE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The aural equivalent of texting your friend a 
dozen black heart emojis at once. 


Protomartyr — 


Relatives In Descent (DOMINO) 

Find it in: ROCK 

At this record’s very best, | can imagine it being 
what R.E.M. would sound like if they’d never 
bothered with finding commercial success. And 
yes, | know this description is absolutely selling 
it short. The influence from post-punk and late 
20th-century college/noise rock—The Fall and 
Life Without Buildings immediately came to 
mind on my first listen—is obvious on every 
track, but Relatives In Descent is very much its 
own thing. The spoken word element to this is 
really the selling point, making songs that are 
pretty much the standard 3-5 minute length 
feel like sprawling epics that are dynamic and 
ever changing. The lyrics themselves are also a 
fun little puzzle all on their own, being mostly 
vague and abstract, but the delivery makes their 
message of modern political and existential 
discontent clear. Many lesser acts would have 
simply just gone for imitating stuff from the 
genre’s heyday, but this is one of the few post- 
punk albums that feels like it truly belongs in this 
decade. 


Kaitlyn Aurelia Smith — 


The Kid (WESTERNVINYL) 

Find it in; ELECTRONICA 

While sometimes it runs the risk of becoming 
too gimmicky for its own good (seriously, read 
that track title listing out loud), this is still an 
excellent follow-up to 2016’s Ears. Smith takes 
slickly-produced, new age ambient poppy glitchy- 


ness and turns it into something life-affirming. 


Plenty of unexpected twists and turns are on 
this to keep it fading into the background when 
you put it on, which act as a nice little reward for 


what is otherwise a somewhat challenging listen. 


It might annoy or bore some listeners, which is 
understandable, but if you want to know what 
artsy pop music sounds like post-Kate Bush or 


even Bjork, this might be what you’re looking for. 


LCD Soundsystem - 


American Dream (DFA) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

| can’t speak for anyone else, but James Murphy’s 
triumphant return to music was probably one 
of the highest points of 2017. There’s something 
for fans of every era of LCD Soundsystem on 
here: the catchy irreverence of their debut, the 


AND BLU ES pRESENT=>: 


BISCUITS 


NCIS 
RYING OM OUR MISSION IN SAN FRA 


ESERVING 
a) = ia @ z 


co SINCE 1995 OF: 
CAR 


5 NIGHTS A WEEK 


“THE PLACE HAS A REPUTATION AS ONE OF 
THE BEST BLUES CLUBS IN THE COUNTRY... ” 


| : 
TWO SHOWS NIGHTLY =: ALL AGES 


SOULFUL LIVE MUSIC & SOUTHERN CUISINE 


WWW.BISCUITSANDBLUES.COM 
401 MASON ST. SF,CA 94102 
(415) 292-2583 
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IDM-flavored Sound of Silver, or extended, bitter- 
sweet disco jams of This Is Happening, it’s all on 
here. The closing track is a monster of strong 
and conflicting emotions. 


Various Artists — Warfaring 


Strangers: Acid Nightmares 
(NUMERO) 

Find it in: ROCK 

A collection of vintage tracks that will be one 
of the most brain-meltingly good blasts to the 
past you’ve ever experienced. You WILL feel like 
the biker dude on the cover after you're finished 
listening. 


Laraaji — Sun Gong (ALL SAINTS) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Sounds that make you feel calm, like you're 
standing in the ruins of a an ancient temple. But 
at the same time you see a shadowed figure 
lurking in the corner of your eye. 


VAUGHN 


Ryan Adams - Prisoner 
(BLUE NOTE) 
Find it in: ROCK 





Valerie June - 


The Order Of Time (CONCORD) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Studio One —- #! Sound 


From The Vaults Vol. ! 
(STUDIO ONE) 
Find it in: REGGAE 
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Neil Young — Hitchhiker 
(REPRISE) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Steve Earle — So You Wanna 


Be An Outlaw (WARNER BROS.) 
Find it in: COUNTRY 


Jeff Tweedy - 


Together At Last (DBP) 
Find it in: ROCK 


The Rolling Stones — On Air 
(INTERSCOPE) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Van Morrison -— 


Roll With The Punches (CAROLINE) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Bob Dylan —- Trouble No More: 
The Bootleg Series Vol. 13 / 


1979-1981 (COLUMBIA) 
Find it in: ROCK 


The Replacements - 


For Sale: Live At Maxwells 1986 
(RHINO) 
Find it in: ROCK 





FELIX 


ia Richard Wagner - Lohengrin 
(DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 

Featuring: Anna Netrebko / 

Piotr Beczala / Evelyn Herlitzius / 
Thielemann / Staatskapelle Dresden 
Find it in: CLASSICAL 

After struggling with this release through several 
viewings I’ve ultimately turned 180 degrees and 
have acknowledged that this Lohengrin is actu- 
ally a VERY good one. Surprisingly so. | only 
purchased this DVD because Anna Netrebko, 
the most famous soprano on the planet, was 
singing the lead role of Elsa. Miss Netrebko had 
never sung in a Wagner opera until this release 
and so because of the weightiness and serious- 
ness of the program | was convinced she was 
going to give a performance riddled with flaws 
and errors. | was looking forward (sadly so) to 
being entertained at her expense. | admit I’ve 
done this before with other star performers 
recordings but this time | was greatly mistaken. 


There are others in this particular performance 
who were also making their debut with the 
weighty and serious composer. One was the 
polish tenor, Piotr Beczata singing Lohengrin, 
who did not seem to be such a stretch to me. 
His deliberate approach to the heroic role of 
Lohengrin seemed agreeable for my taste. 
Although his locutions were sung with a hint 
of weightlessness, still Beczala always seemed 
to illuminate a glow implying gallant intentions 
sufficient for a hero rushing to protect and claim 
Elsa’s love. In Lohengrin’s famed initial entrance 
while appearing on a magic swan boat, Beczala 
sings “Nun sei bedankt, mein liebe Schwan!” 
with a somewhat delicate yet confident manner. 
A touching entrance which was never relin- 
quished throughout the entire length of the 
opera. Not much color to his phrasing but still 
there was a consistent and strong confidence 
to his delivery. 


Another Wagner neophyte among the cast is 
the German soprano Evelyn Herlitzius singing 
the part of the vile and evil sorceress, Ortrud. 
Herlitzius’ singing is not to everyone's taste 
for her diction can sound like yowling to some 
people. Even so | feel she fits the vileness of her 
character like a glove.And her facial expressions 
are appropriately harsh and jagged adding to 
Ortrud’s malice. Appropriately there are more 
spine-chilling moments from Herlitzius’ rendi- 
tion of Ortrud than others who have sung the 
part in the past. That alone, because of Ortrud’s 
significance to the operas story-line, is notable 
to the success of this production. Herlitzius’ 
performance is nothing short of extraordi- 
nary. Unquestionably the most expressive and 
dynamic dramatic soprano singer in the world 
today. I’ve written about her extensively in 
previous MWLs. 


But why was | initially so harsh on Miss Netreb- 
ko’s enactment of Elsa? Compared to the 
daunting and rich tradition of great singers who 
have sung this role over the past several decades, 
Netrebko was too much of a transformation for 
my ears. Her singing at first seemed contrived, 
maybe a concoction of poor coaching and the 
newness of the German language. But while | 
persisted to listen and watch her throughout 
this performance | realized that Miss Netrebko 
was not giving the audience what was typically 
expected from an Elsa. Netrebko’s singing was 
not the typical bloodless/stoic sort but rather a 
full rounded use of both the lower and middle 
registers. [here was a trait of bowing or arcing to 
her delivery which sounded completely different 
than everyone else who sang this historic role 
in the past. Even her acting was lively and spir- 


ited, a far cry from the stodginess of past Elsa’s. 
Wagnerians/traditionalists would frown on 
Netrebko’s rendering of Elsa for change can be 
too painful to tolerate especially if the model/ 
standard to pursue has already been set liter- 
ally three generations ago. Nonetheless we are 
finally witnessing an Elsa that has not two steps 
firmly in the past but for a refreshing change, 
one in both past and present. An Elsa most of 
us, if only we can abandon our prejudices, can 
revitalize and enliven with modern ideas. Anna 
Netrebko’s performance allows us to accom- 
plish just that. 


It’s almost as if the opera should have been enti- 
tled “Elsa” and not “Lohengrin.” The remaining 
cast (including Thielemann’s conducting the 
superb Staatskapelle Dresden) fit the typical 
Lohengrin-mold seamlessly. In the end the differ- 
ence maker was Anna Netrebko who poured in 
much needed life into a | 70-year-old tradition. 
If you’re looking for a fresher and more piquant 
approach to this age-old opera | suggest you 
look no further than this release. 


| must also mention that | originally purchased 
this release on a regular DVD and until just 
a few weeks ago bought the Blu-ray version. 
HUGE difference! If you have the capability | 
strongly suggest buying the Blu-ray edition. Visu- 
ally it really is exceedingly better. 


Ludwig Van Beethoven - 


Sonatds (ALPHA CLASSICS) 

Featuring: Olga Pashchenko 

Find it in: CLASSICAL 

Exactly how many recordings of different 
pianists playing Beethoven piano sonatas does 
one really need? Not sure, but it seems | keep 
creating newer and fresher reasons to continue 
exploring the Mount Everest of all compositions. 
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Like for instance in regards to this recording | 
read that a relatively new pianist was releasing 
a CD of three middle period Beethoven piano 
sonatas being played on a piano made by Conrad 
Graf in 1824 and given to Beethoven himself just 
before he died. This same piano, | read, is now 
housed inside Beethoven’s memorial site at the 
Beethoven-Haus in Bonn. | was thinking whom- 
ever this pianist is must be something excep- 
tional for one would need to be extraordinarily 
accomplished to be allowed to record, let alone 
play, on such a rare and literally priceless instru- 
ment. So as my curiosity continued to build | 
decided to take the plunge and purchase this 
disc. VERY happy | did for | heard a side to these 
sonatas that | never heard or noticed before. 


The pianist, Olga Pashchenko, showcases three 
of Beethoven’s most famous sonatas: ““Appassio- 
nata,’ “Les Adieux,” and “Waldstein.’ A Russian- 
born perfecter of the fortepiano, Pashchenko 
had been years past under the tutelage of some 
very great players of the fortepiano (to name 
a couple, Andreas Staier and Richard Egarr). 
Soon after in 2017 Pashchenko was appointed 
professor of the fortepiano at the Amsterdam 
Conservatory at the cool, young age of 31 (she’s 
now 32). But what makes this older make of 
piano so unique? Compared to our modern 
piano, the fortepiano uses fewer keys, has a 
much lighter frame, contains all sorts of tonal 
variations and even has more pedals (up to 
seven) compared to the modern versions three. 
More importantly, in regards to this recording, 
the complexion/shading of the sound is much 
more varied and distinguished. 
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In the opening of “Waldstein” Pashchenko 
attacks the aggressive passages with whirlwind 
speed creating a stunning bewitching affect. 
The feeling can produce a somewhat spooky 
or mysterious impression due to the coloring 
of the keys as the effect can transport you to 
places you never knew existed. Pashchenko 
knows the intricacies which the fortepiano can 
produce. Because the modern piano must make 
do with a much louder sound, this makes it much 
more difficult to follow Beethoven’s notated 
loudness with a sudden softness. This just can’t 
be accomplished for the pedaled loudness often 
drowns out the following softer note. However 
a fast acting diminuendo made by the piano 
Pashchenko uses has a much greater chance of 
achieving what Beethoven wanted. The second 
one plays a note on the fortepiano the sound 
instantly vanishes. But it takes a boatload of 
skill to successfully achieve a desired effect for 
Miss Pashchenko utilizes all the sonic possibili- 
ties for which this instrument is capable of, a 
requirement when undertaking any Beethoven 
composition. 


Because the fortepiano yields a far gentler 
sound, it produces an intimacy which makes 
the “Appassionata,’ the second sonata on this 
recording, far more convincing. The cluster of 
different speeds in the first movement is handled 
with remarkable dexterity by Miss Pashchenko. 
Stimulating and poignant are the outcome 
one senses. Consequently it’s not imperative 
that these distinguished sonatas should always 
be performed on a modern piano (as usually 
happens) UNLESS you were listening to them 
inside a 500 + seated concert hall. Within the 
intimacy of your own home you can really 
apprehend the true nature of these celebrated 
sonatas thanks to Pashchenko’s mastery of this 
captivating instrument. 


Do yourself a huge favor and buy this recording 
of Miss Pashchenko’s. | guarantee you will 
have a deeper knowledge of at least three of 
Beethoven’s masterpieces. 


Various Composers -— Visions 
(ALPHA CLASSICS) 

Featuring: Veronique Gens / 

Herve Niquet / Minchner 
Rundfunkorchester 

Find it in: CLASSICAL 

In the provided booklet the concept of this 
release entitled Visions is intended to combine 
the mystical with the fantastical, a lively subject 
matter for artists to pursue throughout the 
Romantic period. Going well beyond one’s alle- 
giance, in a mythical way, for ones own country, 


faith or love was a prevalent theme that was 
revered by composers, poets and writers of 
the time. In this release the chosen songs from 
various types of compositions (cantatas, operas, 
oratorios and one poeme symphonique) focuses 
on fantastical subject matters which demand 
that the singer have an abundance of emotional 
strength to not only balance the imagery of the 
lyrics but equally as important, to match the 
intensity of the orchestras robust sound. It’s a 
hefty order for one singer to achieve yet the 
French operatic soprano, Véronique Gen most 
definitely prevails. 


What initially struck me about this release 
was that all the chosen songs are not only 
uncommon pieces from more than a few 
obscure composers but that all the composers 
are French. | thought it quite bold that the label, 
Alpha Classics, would choose to represent 
only songs sung in French for,—to be perfectly 
frank—most classical customers avoid this form 
of program with a vengeance. Just ask a fairly 
dedicated classical customer, when was the 
last CD he/she purchased that was full of clas- 
sical songs (not including operas) sung only in 
French? Other than Berlioz’s cherished song 
cycle “Les nuits d’été” dominating the disc one 
would be hard-pressed to come up with an 
answer.At this time | really haven’t a decent clue 
as to why this sort of disinclination exists among 
the classical shopper. 


In past years, Miss Gens was (and is) a specialist 
in singing Baroque repertoires but has slowly 
included a much wider field of compositions 
from different eras. In these songs we have the 
romantic (era) style where emotional feelings 
are in stride with the coloring of the human 
voice. Instead of the singing voice decorating the 
lyrics, as was typical in the Baroque period, we 
as the audience can hear Miss Gens sing from 
the bottom of her heart. Her tone is so rich 
and deep with a fragility that is just a hairline 
away from either breaking down and sobbing or 
rising up with extreme anger and rage. There are 
much quieter passages throughout this disc for 
us to revel in yet she exerts a great deal of inten- 
sity on this recording. In the oratorio passage 
of Massenet’s “La Vierge” where Mary describes 
her assumption into heaven, Gens sings with a 
coagulated mass of jumbled emotions that are 
all at it’s boiling point. She is unbelievably believ- 
able. Despite her fervency of enthusiasm along- 
side the impossibility of attaining a likely solution 
the listener is enthusiastic and keen to what her 
words reveal to us. Véronique Gens has the 
unique talent in this present era to use French 
words with distinct coloring utilized specifically 
to enhance the gist of the lyrics. 


An acquired taste might be in order in regards 
to giving in to the beauty of this recording. These 
are carefully chosen songs with the intended 
idea that Veronique Gens would sing them. The 
outcome is more than one can ask for. In addi- 
tion to Miss Gens, much applause should be 
shared with the Munich Radio Orchestra under 
the direction of Herve Niquet. All these songs 
are filled with vivid colors that are harmonious 
and at the heart of the Romantic era. Don’t 
restrain your decision to purchase this well 
thought out release. To borrow a popular adage; 
“Just do it!” 


Edvard Grieg — String Quartets 
I & 2 (mdc) 


Featuring: Meccore String Quartet 
Find it in: CLASSICAL 

The members of the ten years and running 
Meccore String Quartet (from Poland), are ages 
34 & 31 for both violinists (Jaroslaw Nadrzycki 
& Wojciech Koprowski); 33 years old for the 
violist (Michal Bryla) but have no information 
of the cellist’s age (Karol Marianowski). In this 
recording they attack one and a half of Grieg’s 
string quartets. Grieg almost wrote three string 
quartets as his first, written in his 20’s, is now 
lost, The second quartet was composed in his 
30’s and in full display in this recording. His 
supposedly third (written in his early 50’s) was 
never finished for Grieg had expressed frus- 
trations over his commitment to it’s possible 
completion. It’s important to bring this to light 
for the two string quartets that are being show- 
cased in this release are officially named String 
Quartet No.| op.27 (the real No.| was lost) 
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and String Quartet No.2 EG I17 (Grieg only 
completed the first two movements and never 
the last two yet this could have been named 
his 3rd quartet). Regardless of these techni- 
calities, the playing here is top-notch and full of 
emotional vigor. 


There are passages in each of the first four move- 
ments of String Quartet no.! which strongly 
suggests Norwegian folk melodies yet it’s far 
from overkill. The melodies throughout this 
early Grieg composition are consistent, tight and 
full of a rich passion. The Meccore String Quar- 
tet’s targeting emotions are longing, yearning 
and despair; one of many typical traits from 
the Romantic era. This specific string quartet 
has a full emotional impact which the Meccore 
String Quartet uses as it’s primary arsenal for, 
historically speaking while composing this piece, 
Grieg had strongly suspected his wife of having 
an affair with his brother. So the intensity that is 
being exuded in this recording is exceptionally 
precise thanks to the MSQ’s impressive atten- 
tion to the feelings of despair, anger and possibly 
reprieve. It’s a wonderful and engaging piece. 


The unfinished second string quartet, although 
melancholy with humble and cringing melodies, 
opens with a much less vehement approach 
compared to the completed first quartet. MSQ’s 
delivery is evenly balanced with accentuations 
on the melodic and lyrical phrasing. The 2nd 
movement is interspersed with beautiful yet 
brief Norwegian melodies. MSQ’s tonal effect 
is a highlighted feature throughout most of this 
movement. Accented harmonic melodies seems 
to be right in line with the expressiveness of this 
fine young string quartet from Poland. 


Despite this being a seldom performed compo- 
sition in the enormous classical repertoire, | 
am extremely happy that the Meccore String 
Quartet elected to perform these works of 
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Grieg. If they had decided on choosing the 
common and shopworn string quartets of 
Beethoven, Mozart or Haydn | most likely 
would not have noticed this release and would 
have easily overlooked a very young and skillful 
ensemble. If you pine for uncommon yet unique 
chamber music that delves inside the mind of 
an emotional composer, | highly recommend this 
impassioned disc. 


MICHAEL 


International specialist, vinyl lover, 
cassette enthusiast, and sound artist / 
D] / producer aka Selaroda 
~ http://selaroda.bandcamp.com/ ~ 


Gregg Kowalsky - 

L’Orange, L’Orange 

(MEXICAN SUMMER) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

After years of making ambient music under 
his own name for labels such as Kranky and 
Root Strata, and on Thrill Jockey as part of the 
the short lived but spectacular local Oakland 
ensemble Date Palms, Kowalsky returns with 
this excellent solo album of warm, deep ambient 
drones. It’s easy to get lost in the narcotic haze 
that emanates from these tracks, and if you find 
yourself immersed in them, you'll definitely be 
glad you ended up there. 


Antibalas — Where The Gods 


Are In Pedce (DAPTONE) 

Find it in; WORLD 

Brooklyn’s now legendary Antibalas are prob- 
ably the best known and most successful of the 
modern crop of Afrobeat bands, and for good 
reason. They’ve been at it for almost 20 years 
now, having released six excellent studio albums 
along the way. This new one, on the always reli- 
able Daptone label, is great. It features some of 
their most impassioned playing yet, and their 
politically and socially conscious lyrics resound 
even more in these troubling times. 


Lee “Scratch” Perry + 
Subatomic Sound System - 


Super Ape Returns To Conquer 
(SUBATOMIC SOUND) 

Find it in: REGGAE 

Subatomic Sound System produces some new 
tunes and also reworks some Lee Perry classics 
to great effect, yielding these very modern, bass- 
heavy, spacy vocal cuts, along with some dubs for 





good measure. Scratch sounds really inspired for 
the first time in quite a while, and this is easily 
the best new pure reggae album I’ve heard this 
year...and maybe even the best in the last couple 
of years. 


Msafiri Zawose — Uhamigji 
(SOUNDWAY) 

Find it in: WORLD 

Msafiri Zawose is the fifth son of legendary 
Tanzanian musician Hukwe Zawose, and he has 
been carrying on the legacy that his father began 
decades ago, finding new ways to keep the tradi- 
tional music fresh. The good folks at Soundway 
Records have released his new album Uhamigji, 
a wonderfully rich modern take on the time- 
less Gogo sound. He worked with UK-based 
producer Sam Jones to create an album that 
brings his music into the future (and possibly 
even some adventurous clubs), while also main- 
taining the vital essence of this ancient tradition. 
So good! 


The Gamelan of the Walking 
Warriors — Gamelan Beleganjur 
and the Music of the Ngaben 


Funerary Ritual in Bali (AKUPHONE) 
Find it in: WORLD 

A modern Gamelan record that lives up to the 
epic sounding title. Recording quality is nice but 
not sterile, and the overall dynamic is in that 
perfect spot between controlled and raw, making 
these longish, mostly traditional sounding pieces 
a joy to hear. These are pretty typical of the Bali- 
nese style, with rhythmic complexity a signifi- 
cant focus. If you dig Gamelan, you will enjoy this. 


Tony Allen — The Source 

(BLUE NOTE) 

Find it in: WORLD 

A new album from this Afrobeat legend, who 
was the drummer and musical director of the 
great 1970s era groups of Fela Kuti (Africa 70). 


STAN YAN 
aes ed 5 See 8 
POO Rad 


Registered with the National 
Register of Historic Places, The 
Stanyan Park Hotel is a turn of 
the century victorian hotel 
located directly across from 
Golden Gate Park one block 
south of the intersection of 
Haight and Stanyan Streets in an 
iconic part of San Francisco, 
right around the corner from 
Amoeba Records. 


The Stanyan Park Hotel is a 
fantastic place to stay for visting 
San Francisco for friends, for 
family, or to treat yourself. 


Rooms starting from $189. 


(415) 751 - 1000 
www.stanyanpark.com 
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Tony Allen still plays with the vigor of someone 
50 years younger, managing to sound both 
extremely tight and also suitably loose on this 
new record. He doesn’t miss a beat, carrying the 
eclectic array of compositions with his fantasti- 
cally funky rhythms. On top of that, he somehow 
manages to make his extraordinary playing 
sound effortless, like he is barely trying. The 
tunes themselves range from Afrobeat stompers 
to more laid back, jazzy grooves, and the drums 
are always up front and sound perfect. Thank 
you Blue Note for making this project happen! 


Baba Zula — XX (GLITTERBEAT) 

Find it in; WORLD 

Excellent album of psychedelic bellydance dub 
jams from Turkey. If you need more reasons 
to check this out after reading that descrip- 
tion, then perhaps the fact that Mad Professor 
produced some of this record will help convince 
you to investigate. Comes as a 2-CD set (2nd 
CD with exclusive dub versions) or with the 
material from the first CD spread out over a 
nice 2-LP set, plus a CD of the dubs. Truly inno- 
vative global fusion of the highest order, these 
folks should be way more popular than they are 
here in the USA, and here’s your chance to help 
remedy that. 


Serge Gainsbourg & 
Jean-Claude Vannier - 


Les Chemins du Katmandu 
(FINDERS KEEPERS) 

Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 

The master tapes for these 1969 record- 
ings were believed lost for many years, so the 
soundtrack to this film has never been prop- 
erly released before now. The music herein is 
a wonderful time capsule back to the era, with 
lots of great psychedelic cinema vibes, a groovy 
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tapestry of heady hippie happenings. If you dig 
Vannier’s other excellent masterpiece L’enfant 
Assassin Des Mouches (also on B Music / Finders 
Keepers), you definitely need this. 


Various Artists — 
Saigon Supersound Volume I! 


(SAIGON SUPERSOUND) 

Find it in: WORLD 

Wonderful collection of Vietnamese psych-rock 
groovers recorded between 1965 and 1975, and 
released on CD and as a gatefold double LP. 
Rivaling the best comps which focus on similar 
Asian material (Sublime Frequencies Cambodian 
Cassette Archives and the incredible soundtrack 
to Don’t Think I’ve Forgotten, in particular), this is 
a sometimes funky, always fun journey back to a 
lost time and place. It’s really enjoyable, and it’s 
billed as Volume |, so hopefully more volumes 
await us in the future. For now, take a trip into 
the past with these tasty morsels of global 
psychedelia. 


Various Artists — 
Sweet As Broken Dates: 
Lost Somali Tapes From 


The Horn Of Africa (ostinato) 

Find it in; WORLD 

A treasure trove of recently unearthed gems 
from this musically under-represented nation. 
Definitely reminiscent of the music from their 
East African neighbors in Ethiopia, but with 
a major dose of reggae riddims. Many of the 
tracks here feature prominent organ work 
that really stands out. The singing also feels like 
there’s a large middle Eastern flavor here, and 
even a touch of southeast Asian vocal styles 
(think Cambodia or Malaysia), which makes 
sense because Somalia is on the coast, and trade 
routes probably brought them into contact with 
music from both of those regions regularly over 
time, making this a fascinating piece of the puzzle 
of global musical influences. 


Various Artists — Zaire 74 
(WRASSE) 

Find it in: WORLD 

Recorded during a historically special concert 
in Zaire (Congo) in 1974, this 2-CD or 3-LP 
comp features some fantastic music from 
several powerhouse African bands and artists 
of the time, including Tabu Ley Rochereau, 
Franco & T.P OK Jazz, Abeti, and Miriam 
Makeba. Most of the music here is upbeat and 
energetic, lots of fun and great for dancing. 
Excellent liner notes too, which explains the 
context and significance of this music, and it 
comes in nice packaging to boot. 


Phantom Horse - als ob 

(UMOR REX) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

This modern German duo bring new life to 
the motorik machine rhythms for which their 
country is so well known. They take obvious 
inspiration from Harmonia’s classic debut 
Musik Von Harmonia. But where that trio nimbly 
jammed along with their robotic beats, Phantom 
Horse updates the concept, using modular 
synths to build cyclical arpeggios and adorn 
them with serpentine leads, making this a thor- 
oughly modern proposition. There’s also a track 
with some seriously microtonal synth modula- 
tions, if that’s your thing. If your local Amoeba 
doesn’t already have this LP in stock, we can 
definitely order it for you, just ask. 


Channelers — Slow Leaf Spell 
(INNER ISLANDS) 

Find it in: NEWAGE 

Slow, simple, meditative works for dulcimer and 
subtle synthesizer ambience. Beautiful music 
that calms the mind and opens the heart. One of 
my go to records for when | really want to chill, 
I’ve played this a ton and it still sounds fresh to 
my ears.A local gem that might still be in stock 
on cassette at our Berkeley store, or you can 
find it online via the Inner Islands Bandcamp 


page. 


Delia Derbyshire Appreciation 
Society — Delia Derbyshire 


Appreciation Society (six DEGREES) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Lovely languid clouds of synthesizer melodies 
from this duo, which includes Bombay Dub 
Orchestra main man Garry Hughes. Where 
that project focuses on global fusion beats with 
eastern-influenced orchestral arrangements, this 
is simply two guys making simple ambient music 
with a large collection of synths. The mellow 
works on this CD are very nice for nighttime 
listening, or a pleasant way to start your day ina 
quiet, introspective mode. 


Can — The Singles (sPOON/MUTE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The great Krautrock band Can was never really 
a singles band, instead cementing their legend 
via epic full-album statements that defined 
their career. Nonetheless, they—or perhaps 
more correctly, their Iabel—also released a 
lot of songs from their albums as singles. This 
set compiles them all in one nice, chronologi- 
cally organized package. You get a whopping 23 
tracks of Can at their most succinct, with lots of 
catchy tunes, and several that are even worthy 





of the dancefloor! This set is worth picking up 
even if you already have most of the material 
simply because there are two fantastic cuts that 
are only available here, the pop anthem “Turtles 
Have Short Legs” and the organic, odd-time 
signature groover “Shikaku Maru Ten.” So glad 
to have this available via a luxurious 3-LP set, 
but it’s also ona single CD for ease of listening. 


Kaitlyn Aurelia Smith — 


The Kid (WESTERN VINYL) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

I’ve been a fan since seeing her perform a few 
shows around the time that she released her 
masterful record, Euclid, a few years ago. | might 
still prefer that album ever so slightly, but this 
one continues to grow on me, showing her 
continued evolution as both a songwriter and 
a synth guru. The lyrics here deserve special 
mention, as there’s a lot to think about and learn 
from in the words she shares with us. 


Joe Henderson - The Elements 
(FANTASY) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Newly reissued on vinyl for the first time since 
it was released in 1974, this amazing jazz album 
features an all-star cast including Alice Coltrane, 
Charlie Haden, Michael White, and Kenneth 
Nash. There are four pieces, one for each of 
the four elements: Fire, Air, Earth, and Water. 
They match their namesakes beautifully, and the 
overall effect is perfectly balanced and harmo- 
nious. This is one of my favorite jazz records of 
all time, and the new pressing sounds amazing 
too! It’s still available on CD too, so grab a copy 
on your preferred format today and groove to 
the sounds of this cosmic, spiritual jazz classic. 
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Bitchin’ Bajas — Bajas Fresh 
(DRAG CITY) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Don’t let the name scare you away! Bitchin’ Bajas 
are one of Chicago’s finest bands, and they’re 
back with another 2-LP / 2-CD romp through 
their continuously expanding universe. Merging 
kosmische synths, krautrock electronics and 
new age drones with loose jazz aesthetics and 
avant-classical minimalism is harder than one 
would imagine, but these guys do it perfectly, 
generating nearly 80 minutes of wildly adven- 
turous music in the process. There is a certain 
sprawling feeling to much of the work here, and 
these mostly long duration tracks may not be 
for everyone, but open-minded journeyers with 
an ear for the aforementioned styles will find 
much to enjoy. Their cover of Sun Ra’s “Angels 
and Demons at Play” is a real treat, too. 


Colleen — A Flame My Love, 


A Frequency (THRILL JOCKEY) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Eschewing her trademark viola da gamba this 
time around, Colleen creates a kaleidoscopic set 
of electronic songs and vignettes using a small 
assortment of analog synthesizers. Some tracks 
are instrumental, with percolating bubbles of 
synth sounding a bit like an underwater odyssey 
of sorts. Others feature her delicate, breathy 
vocals, lending an intimacy to these recordings 
that makes them feel very wintery. Overall a 
very nice record, and great to see her reaching 
for—and succeeding in—mapping out new hori- 
zons within her always magical oeuvre. 
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Hauschka — What If 

(TEMPORARY RESIDENCE) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

A masterful album by this German pianist, and 
one which inhabits the unique intersection 
between film score ambience and avant-classical 
minimalism. Taking the formula that has served 
him well through his previous albums a bit 
further into the realm of electronic wizardry, 
he uses mostly simple harmonic structures 
and an interesting style of minimalist repetition 
with polyrhythmic variation, building a series 
of cinematic mini-epics that sound absolutely 
wonderful and help transport you to another 
place. 


Bing & Ruth — No Home of 


the Mind (44D) 

Find it in: ROCK 

After a couple of nice albums on RVNG, this 
Brooklyn ensemble release their first album 
on 4AD, and the step up suits them well. 
Their “chamber ambient” sound incorporates 
a number of styles, a delicate and intricate 
melange of quietly cinematic beauty. Led by 
supple, organic piano motifs and with a handful 
of other instruments as ornamentation (clarinet, 
upright bass, and tape delay), these pieces are 
great for getting to an inner world or simply 
enhancing the outer one. 


Esmerine — Mechanics of 


Dominion (CONSTELLATION) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Another great release from Monteral’s now 
legendary Constellation, this ranges from moody 
melancholy themes to crashing dynamic swells. 
Usually it’s somewhere in the middle, with lovely 
interplay between cello, piano, guitar, drums and 
percussion. Very cinematic in nature, this album 
sounds like it could be a score to a charming yet 
sad film by some European director, but works 
equally well for the films behind your eyelids. 


Ensemble et. al. — 


The Slow Reveal (IMAGINATOR) 

Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

A propulsive journey with rhythm at the fore- 
front, this Brooklyn band’s second full-length 
release is a wonderful selection of highly groovy 
explorations featuring all kinds of percussion, 
from drums and shakers to vibraphones and 
glockenspiels. Some of the tunes hint at Gamelan 
music, while others bring to mind the heyday 
of Chicago post-rock scene legends Tortoise, 
whose John McEntire produces this record. If 
you miss the early albums by that band, or just 
enjoy rollicking drum jams, you should dig this. 





Charles Duvelle & Hisham 
Mayet — The Photographs of 
Charles Duvelle - Disques 
OCORA and Collection 


PROPHET (suBtime FREQUENCIES) 

Find it in: WORLD 

Epic 296-page book of stunning photographs 
from Duvelle. He recorded dozens of albums of 
traditional music for excellent Ocora label (later 
reissued via Prophet). He traveled throughout 
the world, and extensively in Africa, also taking 
photographs during these trips. His dynamic 
photos added an important element to those 
old LPs, allowing the listeners to access a portal 
to the world of the musicians, bringing the 
whole experience much closer. Taken on their 
own as a whole (and featuring many previously 
unused photos), you can see what a keen eye he 
has for his subjects, and he really captures their 
essence and spirit throughout this massive work. 
There are two CDs included here as well, both 
compiled and annotated by Duvelle himself. Raw 
and vibrant sights and sounds from a different 
time and place, this archival gem a truly beautiful 
work of art. 


Ariwo — Ariwo (MANANA) 

Find it in: WORLD 

Dubby Afro-Cuban electronica from an Iranian 
producer living in London? Wow! This one really 
blew my mind and that doesn’t happen as often 
these days. The excellently programmed beats 
themselves would be enough to make this 
stand out, but these four long tracks also seam- 
lessly incorporate some truly smokin’ authentic 
Cuban percussion and fiery trumpet, courtesy 
of some cats who can really play. Ridiculously 
great music that breaks new ground, and easily 
one of my favorite finds of 2017. 


Jan Jelinek — Loop-Finding-Jazz 
Records (FAITICHE) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 
This long out of print 200! IDM classic has 
finally been reissued on vinyl! A truly seminal 


record that still sounds fresh almost 20 years 
later, this is one of those albums that defined a 
particular scene in electronic music for a short 
time around the turn of the millennium. The title 
is only somewhat accurate, and not nearly broad 
enough to suggest the full scope that this record 
covers.A definitive landmark recording, and one 
which still rewards repeated listens even now. 


Four Tet — New Energy (Text) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Fantastic new album from Kieran Hebden’s long- 
running Four Tet project. This one is stacked, 
with tons of killer tunes which feature a perfect 
synthesis of organic and electronic sounds and 
samples. Probably my favorite of all his albums 
thus far, so if you are on the fence about picking 
this one up, don’t hesitate and just go for it. If 
you've never heard his work before, there is no 
better place to start than here, and it’s available 
on both CD and LP. 


Daniel Brandt — Eternal 


Something (ERASED TAPES) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

This is a smart and fascinating hybrid of 
20th century classical minimalism and electronic 
beats, and it sounds a bit like Steve Reich getting 
remixed by some hip young Berlin DJ/producer. 
Cycles of repeating melodic fragments crash 
into rapid mechanical rhythms, slowly building 
in dynamics to create some rather majestic 
crescendos as these pieces burst with kinetic 
energy. Available on both LP and CD, this album 
is really innovative, carving out a special niche in 
the electronic world that hasn’t been done this 
well until now. 


Pauline Anna Strom — 


Trans-Millenia Music (RVNG INTL) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

A blind woman from San Francisco who made 
some beautiful cosmic new age synth music in 
the 1980s, Strom’s work finally gets the proper 
reissue treatment here, courtesy of the always 
reliable RVNG. Culling tracks from all seven of 
her very rare privately released albums, this CD/ 
double-LP set does a great job of spotlighting 
her unique style and making this truly remark- 
able music available to the world. Lush and 
immersive, like a fantasy world that draws you in 
before you know what’s happened... 


Brainwaltzera — Poly-Ana (FiL™) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

A modern recording that already sounds like a 
classic, an organic electronic masterpiece with 
some early Aphex Twin and Boards of Canada 
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vibes. Rhythmically exciting, harmonically inter- 
esting, texturally pleasing, this is a solid new IDM 
release that deserves to be heard. | think it’s 
getting some hype over in the U.K., and some 
have speculated that this is a more famous artist 
in anonymous “disguise” but whether that’s the 
case or not, it’s a fantastic record. 


Various Artists — 
(The Microcosm): Visionary 
Music of Continental Europe, 


1970-1986 (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 

Find it in: NEWAGE 

Following on the heels of the excellent 2013 
compilation of private press New Age music 
in America entitled | Am The Center, this new 
collection focuses on European ambient and 
New Age music during a slightly shorter time 
period. There are some names that you may 
recognize (Vangelis, Popol Vuh, Ash Ra Tempel, 
Roedelius), but also several which will probably 
be new to all but the most astute scholars of 
the genre, making this a wonderful journey for 
both neophytes and devotees alike. Great liner 
notes, and fantastic packaging on both the 2-CD 
version and also the deluxe 3-LP set.Very nice! 


Bedouine — Bedouine (sPACEBOMB) 
Find it in: ROCK 

LA-based songstress Bedouine writes and sings 
breezy, elegant songs with thoughtful lyrics. The 
subtle, tasteful arrangements from some studio 
heavies (including Smokey Hormel) are lush, the 
subtle grooves are perfect for the music, and 
it just feels classy all around. Something about 
the way these tracks sound reminds me of Nick 
Drake’s classics, or early Al Stewart and Cat 
Stevens, so if you dig those, grab this today and 
luxuriate in this lovely sonic blanket. 
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TAYLOR 


Keep on chooglin 


Pep Llopis — Poiemusia La Nau 


Dels Argonautes [Reissue] 
(FREEDOM TO SPEND) 

Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

Genre distinctions are blissfully irrelevant 
when approaching Poiemusia La Nau dels Argo- 
nautes: a record that could make itself right at 
home in half the store’s sections. New age (for 
the lush, buttery, distinctly "80s synth tones), 
20th century classical (for the winds, strings, 
mallet instruments, and _ Reich/Glass/Riley 
worship at its core), spoken word (for its 
poetry—based on Jason and the Argonauts and 
read aloud in Catalan—that rides these stun- 
ning instrumentals), international (Pep Llopis is 
a Spanish composer), rock (for the poppy sensi- 
bility that drives its generous ear for melody), or 
experimental (for the ambition to tie all these 
familiar elements into a whole that feels utterly 
new and unfamiliar). 


Freedom to Spend (RVNG Intl’s reissue-label 
offshoot) has done a great service in unearthing 
this one-of-a-kind record, at a time when classical 
minimalism and New Age composition are being 
revisited so heavily. The way they’ve presented 
it—with little fanfare or context—reveals an 
album unbound to its release year of 1987, that 
could’ve been recorded tomorrow. The balance 
between experimentalism and approachability 
that Llopis has struck here is nothing short of 
mesmerizing, and should be sought out by any 
listener who fancies themselves “adventurous.” 
My favorite discovery of 2017. 


MORE REISSUES: 


Bark Psychosis — Hex 


[Reissue] (FIRE) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Lil) Keke — Don’t Mess 
Wit Texas [Reissue] 


(SOSOUTH) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Moodymann - 
Silence in the Secret Garden 


[Reissue] 
(PEACEFROG) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Pharoah Sanders — 


Tauhid / Jewels of Thought / 


Summun Bukmun Umyun 


[Reissue] (ANTHOLOGY) 
Find it in: JAZZ 


Yasuaki Shimizu - 
Kakashi [Reissue] 


(WE RELEASE WHATEVER THE FUCK WE WANT) 


Find it in: JAZZ 


NEWER RELEASES: 


Ariel Pink — Dedicated to 


Bobby Jameson 
(MEXICAN SUMMER) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Hollie Cook — 


Vessel of Love (MERGE) 
Find it in: REGGAE 


Cornelius — Mellow Waves 


(ROSTRUM) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Garrett — Private Life 
(MUSIC FROM MEMORY) 
Find it in: SOUL 


Golden Teacher - 


No Luscious Life 
(GOLDEN TEACHER) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Haim — Something to Tell You 


(COLUMBIA) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Hieroglyphic Being, 
Sarathy Korwar, & 
Shabaka Hutchings - 


A.R.E. Project 12” 
(TECHNICOLOUR) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Kelela — Take Me Apart 


(WARP) 
Find it in: SOUL 


Lone — Ambivert Tools 
(Vols. 1, 2, & 3) 12” (R&S) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 
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Lorenzo Senni — XAllegroX / 
The Shape of Trance to Come 


12”? (warp) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Tyler, the Creator - 


Flower Boy (coOLumBiA) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


BAILEY 


Ragana — You Take Nothing 
(SELF-RELEASED) 
Find it in: BLACK METAL 


serpentwithfeet — Blisters 12” 
(TRIANGLE) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Drab Majesty — Oak Wood 7” 
(DAIS) 
Find it in: GOTH / INDUSTRIAL 


Otzi — Ghosts (BAT-CAVE) 
Find it in: PUNK 


Zola Jesus — OKovi (SACRED BONES) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Chelsea Wolfe — Hiss Spun 
(SARGENT HOUSE) 
Find it in: ROCK 
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E.LIT 


Abridged E.dition 


Kristoff Krane — Kairos Pt. I 

(F 1X) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

Exciting art rap from MN. Creative flows, 
abstract lyrics centered around the Earth 
and the body, and incredible production from 
Graham O’Brien. The beats are moody and 
dangerous, almost bordering on industrial music 
at times. One of my favorite hip hop releases 
of 2017. 


The Funk Junkie — Moondirt 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

Great producer album featuring an excellent 
range of funky, spacey, head-nodder hip hop 
beats and awesome guest spots from Casual, 
Abstract Rude, Blu, Scarub and Akrobatik to 
name a few. Self-released with barely any promo- 
tion, this project really caught me off-guard and 
is definitely a labor of love. 


Jazz Spastiks — Scratch & Sniff 
(JAZZ PLASTIK) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

Super fun olfactory concept album from this 
dope production duo out of the U.K. Upbeat 
jazzy production with scratched vocal samples 
centered around the sense of smell. The CD and 
LP come with an accompanying scratch & sniff 
book, so you can smell along to the beats as they 
play. One of the most original and entertaining 
instrumental hip hop albums of 2017. 


Charlotte Dos Santos — Cleo 
(FRESH SELECTS) 

Find it in: SOUL 

Some lovely mellow R&B music for fans of 
Kadhja Bonet or Erykah Badu. Charlotte has a 
beautiful voice and some very refined dreamy 
production. She also enlists a bit of guest 
production from acclaimed Norwegian beat- 
maker Fredfades, who adds his own unique 
flavor to the mix. Released by the always reliable 
Fresh Selects. 


Stono Echo —- Black Diamonds 
(FULL PLATE) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

Nice blend of contemporary R&B and hip 
hop on this collabo between soul vocalist Jay 
Myztroh and producer Paten Locke. Surpris- 
ingly sharp lyrics delivered with emotion over 





dirty soul sample production reminiscent of 
Madlib. Fans of Nxworries need to check out 
this project ASAP 


Tip: 
Less abridged reviews in the next round | hope. Where 
does the time go? 


RAMC 


One Man Band Reunited 


Wiki — No Mountains 


In Manhattan (XL RECORDINGS) 

Find it In: HIP HOP 

The stand-out MC from New York’s Ratking 
(reinvented as a duo) serves up more raw New 
York rap. With production by Wiki himself, 
Kaytranada, Sporting Life, Earl Sweatshirt 
(randomblackdude) and others, and guest spots 
by Ghostface Killah, Antwon, Your Old Droog 
and more, No Mountains in Manhattan is a slice 
in the life of one of NY’s secret weapons. 


Stono Echo - 


Black Diamonds (FULL PLATE) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

A Hip Hop record? A Soul record? | don’t know, 
but | know what | like when | hear it. Paten Locke 
(beats & scratches) and Jay Myztroh (vocals, keys 
and tenor sax) release an album that seems to be 
both while defying genre categorization. Billed as 
“cosmic gospel,’ the production is hard-hitting 
boom bap in one song, and spacey, laid-back, 
soulful instrumental the next. Vocals are urgent 
yet cool, reminding one of D’Angelo or CeeLo 
in sound and Anderson .Paak in delivery. Solid 
effing album.Vinyl only. 


Sammus - Pieces In Space 

(DON GIOVANNI) 

Find it In: HIP HOP 

This is more of a new-to-me review. | was aware 
of her, and heard some singles | thought were 
cool, but they didn’t draw me in to an album 
purchase. That was a mistake on my part. Having 
gotten to see her live, she blew the crowd 
away with her confidence, honesty, and delivery. 
She’s a producer, rapper, singer, PHD student, 
and fellow nerd/weirdo. With guest spots from 
Homeboy Sandman, Jean Grae, Open Mike Eagle 
and others, this album is not to be slept on! 
Don’t make the same mistake | did. 


St. Vincent — Masseduction 

(LOMA VISTA) 

Find it in: ROCK 

A slight departure in sound, but very much a 
St.Vincent album. Sexy, seductive synths, strings, 
and drum beats percolate between smoky club 
grinding and funky, pop numbers delivering 
serious messages you can’t help but groove to. If 
you can, catch her live. Always great. 


CSC Funk Band — 


Above the Starrs (ELECTRIC COWBELL) 
Find it in: SOUL 

Live instrumentation versions of classic Gang 
Starr tracks. Nuff said. 


Glen Porter — Mr. Vampire and 


The Deadly Walkers 

(CONTENT LABEL) 

Find it ins HIP HOP 

Another great offering from Mr. Porter. Spaghetti 
Western-infused electronic Hip Hop music. 
Soundtracky af. 


Shredders — Dangerous Jumps 
(DOOMTREE) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

What to say about Doomtree that | haven’t 
already said every time something new comes 
out? I’ll try. Paper Tiger and Lazerbeak deliver 
that sonic hell yeah they are known for while 
Sims and POS bring that lyrical <fire emoji>. 
Boom. 


Fishdoll — Noonsense (PAxico) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Bubble-popping, wavy electronic music layered 
with synths and other ethereal sounds and 
drums that go from seemingly non-existent 
to light boom bap to Afro-rhythm under Little 
Dragon-esque vocals. Be the envy of your 
festival-going friends! Get this! 
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HONORABLE MENTIONS: 


Nilla — Valkyrie 
(AE PROD./DROPPIN' SCIENCE) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Milo — Who Told You To 
Think?2!!2!2!2! (RUBY YACHT) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Nolan the Ninja — Yen 
(LEFT OF CENTER) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Nolan the Ninja — he[art] 
(LEFT OF CENTER) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Emile Vincent — 


All N My Headd (FAT BEATS) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Various Artists — 
Warfaring Strangers: 


Acid Nightmares (NUMERO GROUP) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Swarvy with Pink Siifu — 
Twothousandnine 

(NEW MATH) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 


reallynathan — Love N War 
(STREET CORNER MUSIC) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 
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Busdriver - Thumbs 
(TEMPORARY WHATEVER) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Dert — Derty Dan’s 


Cheap Thrills (stREET CORNER MUSIC) 
HIP HOP 


Jonti - Tokorats (STONES THROW) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Ernie Fresh/Mophono/ 
Egyptian Lover - 


California Colors (cB RECORDS) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Natureboy Flako - 


Natureboy Flako (Five EAsyY PIECES) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Gloria Barnes — Uptown 
(REMIND/MAPLE) 
Find it in: SOUL 


Tip: 

It sounds cliché, but in these increasing dark times love 
each other and become the weapon against evil, however 
that manifests. 


GAIL TODD 


Patrick Cowley — Afternooners 
(DARK ENTRIES) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


The Detroit Emeralds - 

I Think of You: The Westbound 
Singles (1969-75) (AcE) 

Find it in: SOUL 


World’s Experience Orchestra 
- Beginning of a New Birth/ 

As Time Flows On (NOW AGAIN) 

Find it in: JAZZ 


Lil’ Boosie aka Boosie BadAzz 


— BooPde (ATLANTIC) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Henry Flynt -— You Are My 


Everlovin?’ (SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 
Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 


Bob Dylan — Trouble No More: 
the Bootleg Series Vol. [3 / 


1979-1981 (sony) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Stranded in the Jungle: 
Jerry Nolan’s Wild Ride 


by Curt Weiss - 
(BACKBEAT BOOKS) 


KURT 


Altarage — Endinghent 

(SEASON OF MIST) 

Find it in: METAL 

There is a drawing of Moby Dick eating the 
whale ship that Ishmael was on, and this is 
exactly what kind of a metal album you are 
getting with Altarage’s newest release. Buy this. 


Cannibal Corpse — 


Red Before Black (METAL BLADE) 

Find it in: METAL 

Yes... they still play death metal. Like when 
you just want a hamburger, no artisanal cheese, 
cucumbers or other frilly nonsense. Cannibal 
Corpse is like that burger, they continue to crank 
out death metal and nothing but death metal. In 
short if you liked the last Cannibal Corpse you 
will like this one, too. Just like a great burger. 


Enslaved — E 

(NUCLEAR BLAST) 

Find it in: METAL 

| wish | could say | hate this, but | don’t. The level 
of musicianship is incredible, and has much in 
common with a band like Rush. But that is not 
to say it’s a pure prog rock album—Enslaved has 
managed to infuse great metal riffs, with ambi- 
tious, epic songwriting chops and capturing a 
wide gamut of emotions on E. They keep moving 
forward, but they do not forget the past. E has 
managed to keep their philosophy and musician- 
ship in top gear, without losing all of their black 
metal roots. Hats off to Enslaved. 


Spectral Voice — 


Eroded Corridors Of Unbeing 
(DARK DESCENT) 

Find it in: METAL 

To quote Edgar Allen Poe, “I felt that | breathed 
an atmosphere of sorrow. An air of stern, 
deep and irredeemable gloom hung over and 
pervaded all.” 


Spectral Voice is that kind of a band. Hailing from 
Colorado, Spectral Voice continue to share their 
version of doom with us.A great first album that 
is sure to please. 


Do yourself a favor and track down a copy of 
Spectral Voice’s demo Necrotic Doom. Your ears 
will thank you. 


Throane — Plus Une Main a 


Mordre (DEBEMUR MORTI) 

Find it in: METAL 

Throane is what a nightmare sounds like. Dark, 
twisted, angular, and industrial. Beautiful, scary, 
and full of shadows, this album is an excellent 
example of a forward thinking musician using 
black metal as a template but not the final 
stopping point. Dehn Sora is the genius behind 
Throane, who has collaborated with label 
mates, Blut Aus Nord (who also released their 
new album Deus Salutis Mez this year, and yes 
it is also worthy of praise), as well as working 
in Ovtrenoir, Sembler Deah and Treha Sektori. 
Congratulations on creating a wonderful work 
of art and making me a fan.What are you waiting 
for? Go get this one already. 


Enslaved — Frost (OsmMosE) 

Find it in: METAL 

In the documentary, Until The Light Takes Us, 
Fenriz summarizes that the Norwegian black 
metal scene was a special time and place. It must 
have been, to have given us mere mortals this 
album. While Vikingligr Veldi laid the blueprint 
for viking metal and hinted at what Enslaved 
would become. Frost is even better. It is made 
of ice and cold. Frost is full of mythology. Well 
thought out idea’s cumulating in atmosphere, 
great production, speed, melody, and agression. 
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| love the colored vinyl and the foil embossed 
cover. This reissue is worthy of forking over 
your hard earned dollars. May | also suggest you 
pick up the Eld and Blodhemn reissues too. Eld is 
just as good as Frost but it sounds like fire in a 
forge. Blodhemn is a combination of Frost and Eld 
being infused on the battle field fought by the 
fearless viking warriors. A great trio of albums 
to collect. 


Charles Lloyd New Quartet — 


Passin’ Thru (BLUE NOTE) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

This is a wonderful album. It is so refreshing 
to hear a new album by a musician of Lloyd’s 
caliber still playing exciting jazz. With his 
quartet of Jason Moran, Reuben Rogers and 
Eric Harland they have managed to communi- 
cate great depths of beauty, of dreams, of the 
spiritual and the earthy grime that encompasses 
this journey of life. Give this a chance, it is well 
worth your time. 


Blue Note All-Stars — 


Our Point Of View 

(BLUE NOTE) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Blue Note is an icon, and is well deserving of 
the praise. This new album is worthy of their 
cannon. They put together an all-star cast 
of their current stars, including their elder 
statesmen Wayne Shorter and Herbie Hancock. 
The players all come together, blending diverse 
styles and rich musical knowledge of the past 
and present to create an excellent jazz album. 


Primitive Man — Caustic 

(RELAPSE) 

Find it in: METAL 

The fog of misanthropy on this release is so 
thick you can taste it on your tongue like ash 
from a fire. Noise, feedback and doom in the 
tradition of EyeHateGod or Buzzoven. To quote 
Charles Bukowski’s answer to the geustion: 


“Do you hate people?” 


“| don’t hate them... | just feel better when 
they’re not around.’ This release is exactly like 
that. 


Testament — The Legacy (RHINO) 
Orginally released in 1987, this album still holds 
up. Great musicianship without being too clean 
or polished. This is a worthy addition to your 
thrash collection, and | am very glad that this 
was re-released. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 








HFFL 


Sub(tle)Genius 
My idea of a stable genius is Mister Ed. 


Tangerine Dream - 

Force Majeure by Edgar Froese 
(EASTGATE) 

Long awaited autobiography of Tangerine 
Dream’s founder and rock visionary. 


ia The Sunshine Makers 

(2015) -— Directed by 

Cosmo Feilding-Mellen 
Surprisingly touching doc about the creators 
of Orange Sunshine, a particularly famous 
and potent form of LSD. Lots of drama and 
suspense, well told. 


The Residents - 

The Third Reich ’n Roll 
[pREServed Edition] 

[Reissue] (NEW RALPH) 

Find it ins: ROCK 

Yet another series of Residents reissues... these 
are 2-CD editions with a wealth of unreleased 
bonus tracks. 


Jerry Garcia Band -— 

GarciaLive Vol. 8: 

November 23rd, [991 

Bradley Center (Ato) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Tasty show from 1991 featuring one of the few 
performances of Van Morrison’s Bright Side Of 
The Road, a song that fits this band like a glove. 
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David Crosby -— Sky Trails 

(BMG) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The Croz has notoriously knocked Joni Mitchell 
quite a bit in the last few years but he obviously 
loves her music as this is the most Joni-like 
album he’s ever made. Jazz me baby. 


Chris Hillman - 

Bidin’? My Time (ROUNDER) 

Find it in; COUNTRY 

For his first solo album in 13 years (and perhaps 
last), founding Byrd and Flying Burrito Bro 
Hillman enlisted the late great Tom Petty to 
produce. The results are remarkable. Chris’s 
voice is in astounding shape considering his age, 
the songs are well chosen and long-time cohorts 
Herb Petersen and John Jorgenson are along for 
the ride. Total marks. 


Gregg Allman - 


Southern Blood (ROUNDER) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Gregg knew going in that this would be his 
final statement, and he crafted one of the most 
poignant personal goodbyes ever. Ride on 
brother. Your music will live on in my heart for 
the rest of my days. 


Various Artists —- 
Making Time - A Shel Talmy 


Production (AcE Uk) 

Find it in: OLDIES 

Shel Talmy is best known for producing the early 
Kinks and Who albums. This compilation shows 
the breadth of his output of ’60s British music, 
including early singles by Pentangle, Davy Jones 
(nee Bowie), Roy Harper and The Rockin’ Vicars 
which included a lad later known as Lemnvy... 
The usual excellent liner notes/presentation 
from Ace. 


Mickey Hart —- RAMU 

(VERVE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Mickey has consistently made the most inter- 
esting solo albums of any Dead member. His 
latest may be his most successful fusion of world 
percussion, jamtronica and the grateful dead 
gestalt to date. Those looking for loping hippie 
tunes need look elsewhere. This is something 
altogether different and wonderful, best expe- 
rienced as a whole. 


The Undisputed Truth - 


Nothing But The Truth 

(ACE UK) 

Find it in: SOUL 

Yes! At last the Ist, 3rd and 4th albums by 
Norman Whitfield’s The Undisputed Truth are 
available on CD. If you are a fan of the psyche- 
delic soul of the Temptations, this is A MUST 
HAVE. Three albums on two CDs, plus bonus 
tracks. Now bring on Cosmic Truth and Higher 
Than High!!! 


Othello (1951) [Criterion] - 
Directed by Orson Welles 


Following on the heels of last year’s Chimes 
At Midnight, Criterion offers another Shake- 
spearian/Welles package bursting with fantasti- 
cally enlightening bonus content, not the least of 
which is Filming Othello, Orson’s last completed 
film. Now where is The Other Side Of The Wind? 
I’m looking at you, Mr. Bogdanovich. 


ELI ANAYA 


You ain’t from the city, du. 





Pope — True Talent Champion 
(COMMUNITY) 

Find it in: ROCK 

A nice collection of fuzzy, subdued, pop/punk- 
leaning jams from one of my favorite NOLA 
indie bands. For fans of the 90s, nice melodies, 
and whispers. 


The She’s — “all female rock 


and roll quartet” (EMPTY CELLAR) 

Find it in: ROCK 

“Local Favorite All Female Garage Rock 
Quartet” The She’s really come into their own 
on their second full-length, presenting a catchy- 
as-hell, fully formed LP made with the help of 
Merrill Garbus. For fans of tUnE-yArDs, Chas- 
tity Belt, and ’60s pop. 


ia Brigsby Bear (2017) - 
Directed by Dave McCary 
Anyone familiar with Kyle Mooney’s awkward 
artistic genius will love this movie. Kyle’s humor 
has seeped into every aspect of my life and | 
am not an original human anymore. Uncomfort- 
able at times and heartwarming the whole way 
through, just as a Kyle/Dave film should be. For 
fans of Good Neighbor Stuff, dry humor, and 
’80s/’90s children’s television. 


King Krule — The Ooz 

(TRUE PANTHER) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The second full-length from Archy Marshall as 
King Krule feels like you’re watching the lounge 
singer at a shitty hotel in Hades. For fans of 
Mount Kimbie, Tom Waits, or Metronomy. 


Molly Nilsson — [Imaginations 
(NIGHT SCHOOL) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Germany based singer-songwriter Molly Nilsson 
creates a world of shimmery, lo-fi synths on her 
latest LP, bringing back flashes of vintage ’80s 
pop sounds. For fans of Gary Numan, Nico, or 
John Maus. 


BROCKHAMPTON - 


Saturation Trilogy (SELF-RELEASED) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 

“Boy band” BROCKHAMPTON emerged in 
2017 as one of the most exciting acts in hip hop, 
releasing three consecutive albums, Saturation |, 
2, and 3. Despite this lofty attempt, each album 
shines on its own and is chock full of slappers. 
For fans of Odd Future, Shawn Mendes, or being 
a teenager. 


Ny 
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SQUINTC 


Raised on classic VHS movies 
learning an eclectic curation of music 
through soundtracks. 


SZA — CTRL (RCA) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

What a debut! This stunning portrait of sensu- 
ality channels truth with every beat. Soothing 
vocals and lyricism of a true poet reclaim what 
it is to be loved. The timely “Drew Barrymore” 
is worth dancing to with your true love under- 
neath stars, longing to the future, even though 
you could dance through the whole album. 


Kendrick Lamar —- DAMN. 


(Collector’s Edition Reverse) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 

Kendrick Lamar is easily setting himself up to 
be one of the best rappers of our time. An 
untouchable force with an untouchable album, 
DAMN. (Collector’s Edition) sets up a beauti- 
fully composed story and navigates through 
dangerous territories of lyricism with a fluent 
style of poetry and creative muse. Listening to 
both versions, this is the one that would win 
album of the year. 


ia Lady Bird (2017) - 

Directed by Greta Gerwig 

The voice of suburban youth is alive and well 
in this angst driven slice of life film enchanted 
with all of Greta Gerwig’s charm and wit. Don’t 
know who Greta Gerwig is you say? Well you 
can always start out with her B&W film Frances 
Ha, but since this is a formative picture of spiri- 
tuality, sexuality for all genders and one of the 
most earnest films of 2017, maybe you should 
jump right in with Lady Bird. 
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The War On Drugs - 


A Deeper Understanding 
(ATLANTIC) 

Find it in: ROCK 

I'd never heard of them before, (I hear Kurt Vile 
is doing good stuff on his own), but when their 
somber yet hopeful tribute to loss and grief, 
“Pain” came on the radio | ran out and bought A 
Deeper Understanding.A new entry in the world 
or rock and roll, the bands fourth album also 
acts as a call back to a generation of rock that is 
lost these days. 


Bill Hicks — 
Revelations: Live In London 


[Reissue] 

(COMEDY DYNAMICS) 

Find it in: COMEDY 

This year’s Record Store Day produced some 
pretty great reissues, but none was more special 
than Revelations: Live In London, a previously 
unreleased stand-up special that is definitive for 
any comedian fan. Never heard of this comedic 
giant? Well, get to studying, because this is just 
a small glimpse into what comedy can do for 
social issues. 


Tip: 
Live 105.3 for playing the single “Pain” 


EDGARDO 


Just because you put a cat in the oven 
doesn’t make it a biscuit. 





Soffia Bjorg — Soffia Bjorg 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Find it in: ROCK 

A really attractive debut from this rising singer/ 
songwriter from Iceland. Soulful vocals with 
hints of Neko Case infuse this folk-americana- 
indie rock gem. Way recommended! (Available 
as digital download only.) 


ABBA - The Album 
(Half-Speed Mastered 


45rpm 2LP) 

(POLAR/UNIVERSAL) 

Find it in: ROCK 

This special 40th anniversary vinyl issue features 
another superb remastering by Abbey Road 
Studios engineer Miles Showell. High quality 
production from start to finish makes this the 
best version! 


Ultravox — Return To Eden 
(CHRYSALIS) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Features a 2009 reunion concert at The Round- 
house in London. An incredible performance 
from the second line-up with Midge Ure. 
Amazing, as the band sounds like they have not 
aged at all! Great audio and video quality! (First 
vinyl issue and reissue of the original CD/DVD 
set.) 


WorldBrass — WorldBrass 


Originals [Hybrid CD/SACD] 
(PENTATONE) 

Find it in: CLASSICAL 

An eleven member (undectet) brass ensemble 
performing excellent new compositions for 
brass and percussion by five contemporary 
composers. Wonderfully-played and well- 
recorded! 


i Lost In Paris (Paris Pieds Nus) 
(2016) — Directed by 
Dominique Abel/ 

Fiona Gordon 

Writer/Director Fiona Gordon and Domi- 
nique Abel star in this whimsical, funny and 
slightly absurd film about a small town Canadian 
(Gordon) who goes to Paris to help her Aunt 
and meets a strange seductive Parisian vagabond 
(Abel). Unique and entertaining! 


Tip: 
Meditate! 


TUNDRA 


archaeologist, balloon artist, & C.T.O. 


Smersh — Sideways 12” 
(DARK ENTRIES) 

Find it in; ELECTRONICA 

an industrial synth composition 


Nosferatu — Discography LP 
(NECK CHOP) 

Find it in: PUNK 

this band plays fast and is from Texas 


The Necessaries — 
Event Horizon (BEWITH) 
Find it in: ROCK 

| thoroughly enjoy this album 


No Trend —Teen Love 7” 
(DIGITAL REGRESS) 

Find it in: PUNK 

the best punk reissue possible by a killer label 


Louis’ Band — Taste Me 
(MONDO GROOVE) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

excellently cheesy italo disco 


WHAT I Mi 
LISTENING 10 
(WILT) 


YouTube Channel: 
What I’m Listening To 
Instagram: wiltmusic 








Flying Saucer Attack - 


Flying Saucer Attack (vir) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The debut album by one of my favorite bands 
finally gets a proper reissue. In the midst of 
the shoegaze movement during the ’90s, Flying 
Saucer Attack took the genre’s dreamy noise 
and soared into outer space turning it into 
something unique yet challenging. The blan- 
kets of lo-fi guitar distortion along with Dave 
Pearce’s echoing vocals was unlike anything I’d 
heard before. Songs range from blissful psyche- 
delic noise to disturbing drone pieces that are 
strangely meditative. This album was my gateway 
into the band’s mystical material and easily one 
of my favorite albums of all time. Everything 
FSA has released is a masterpiece and is worth 
listening to. Thank you VHF for bringing back this 
wonderful album in the modern day. 


Wilco — Being There 


(Deluxe Edition) (REPRISE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Another favorite band and album of mine 
getting a well-deserved reissue. Being There was 
my first Wilco record and is still my favorite. 
The album marked a turning point in the band’s 
career. Jeff Tweedy was trying to escape being 
known as “the guy who was in Uncle Tupelo” 
and become his own man. He wanted out of 
the alt-country label. While the album does have 
some country influenced cuts, Being There also 
dabbles in surreal psych-folk, twangy yet aggres- 
sive punk rock, and Rolling Stones-esque blues. 
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Lyrical-wise, the album is much more intro- 
spective and bittersweet speaking of his life as 
a touring musician (“Far far away in those city 
lights”), making allusions to Tweedy’s past time 
with Tupelo (“I was made by rock and roll, | got 
my name by rock and roll”), and even insulting 
his former band mate, Jay Farrar (“Il know you’re 
just a momma’s boy, positively unemployed”). 
Overall it’s a magnificent record and is one 
worth hearing. It is responsible for the band’s 
ability to change their sound yet still maintain 
the wholesome sound of rock and roll. 


Bing & Ruth — No Home Of 


The Mind (4AbD) 

Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

Easily one of the finest displays of ambient music 
in the 2010s. Bing & Ruth shamefully falls under 
a lot of folk’s radars due to their unorthodox 
sound. But to me, they made one of the best 
albums of 2017. Though categorized as “experi- 
mental,’ the band’s sound is far from difficult to 
listen to. In fact, No Home is a beautifully crafted 
album filled with meditative drone pieces and 
heart-wrenching piano ballads. From start-to- 
finish, the album is an incredible journey. It’s the 
perfect album to listen to while taking a walk 
through the rain on a Sunday afternoon. To 
anyone who is a fan of Harold Budd, Brian Eno, 
and/or A Winged Victory for the Sullen, | highly 
recommend giving this album some attention. 


The Front Bottoms - 


Going Grey (FUELED BY RAMEN) 

Find it in: ROCK 

What can | say, I’m a diehard fan of this band. 
They’re one of my favorite newer bands from 
the 2010s that keep putting out awesome 
albums. They are the first band | heard that 
were able to be simultaneously emo and witty. 
In 2016 | combated some personal issues by 
religiously listening to their self-titled album 
everyday for a solid month (maybe even longer). 
That was back when they were considered a 
“folk-punk” band. But since they’ve signed onto 
Fueled By Ramen and have gradually refined 
their sound to sounding more like a traditional 
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alternative rock band. But thankfully that hasn’t 
taken a toll on their songwriting. They can still 
pump out emotionally cheeky songs that are 
fun to crank up and sing along to. One of my 
favorite touches to album is it ends the same 
way it begins: with the sound of waves crashing 
against the beach. The feeling of coming full 
circle is so satisfying that | end up listening to 
the album another time through. | love these 
guys and look forward to whatever they come 
out with in the near future. 


Blis. - No One Loves You 

(SARGENT HOUSE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Another new band with a solid debut release. 
Blis. effortlessly infuses hardcore punk with 
twinkly shoegaze treatments creating something 
beautifully heavy. I’m a total sucker for music 
that is both heavy and melodic; No One Loves You 
is just that. Despite being relatively aggressive, 
the music has its moments of tender emotions. 
The lyrics touch on some insanely dark topics 
that elevate the music to another degree. | have 
my roommate to thank for introducing this band 
to me. He always knows how to find the cool 
obscure bands that quietly put stuff out. My 
hope is that being on Sargent House will get the 
band the attention that they deserve. 


Tip: 
Shout out to Steve The Roommate 


SHTEVESF 


I’m receivin’ Stephen, 
the meanest receiver in the West! 





Steve Lawrence — 

Walking Proud: The Teen/Pop 
Sides 1959-1966 (TEENSVILLE) 

Find it in: POPVOCAL 

Steve’s voice is as smooth as a baby’s bowel 
movement. 


Xavier Cugat — Viva Cugat! 
The Best Of Cugat (sepia) 
Find it in: WORLD 


If this doesn’t move you, you may already be 
dead. 


The Bangles — Ladies and 
Gentlemen... (OMNIVORE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Early and previously unreleased material on CD. 


The Wipeouters — P’Twaaang!!! 
(CLEOPATRA) 

Find it in: PUNK 

Splinter group of Devo, so they have that appeal 
baked right in. 


The Manges — Florida EP 
(EGGENTIC POP) 

Find it in: PUNK 

These guys are fun Punk/Power Pop. Great on 
the very first listen. 


Barney Kessel — Bossa Nova 
(REPRISE) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

More of the fabulous ballroom dance-style 
music that makes me happy. 


RYAN 


SRI SYADASTI 


Piero Umiliani — 


Africa/Continente Nero 
(DAGORED) 
Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 





Continente Nero is my all time fave library record. 


No car chase jams, no disco vamps. Umiliani’s 
library output at this point in the ’70s is of a 


contemplative 4th world mood, almost Exotica. 


These 2 LPs are marketed together for some 
reason but very worth it as the original issues 
are worth crazy money. 


].D. Emmanuel — Electronic 


Minimal Music (BLACK swEAT) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Emmanuel is an obscure electronic composer 
from Texas who creates very spacious sound- 
scapes free of claustrophobic repetition. It’s safe 
to call it New Age but fans of Terry Riley may 
also enjoy. 





THE 
LARGEST 
PINBALL 

ARCADE 
INS.F IS 
DIRECTLY 
BEHIND 
AMOEBA. 


2) 
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WE ALSO PRINT T-SHIRTS 
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Sun Ra — Exotica 

(MODERN HARMONIC) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Post war Jazz heavy on the percussion and flute. 
Perfect for any fallout shelter Hi-Fi. With a title 
like Exotica it’s fair to say the songs allow your 
imagination to drift to far away places. However, 
don’t expect the garish or cinematic sound 
associated with Denny or Baxter. 


Trio Da Kali and 
Kronos Quartet — Ladilikan 


(WORLD CIRCUIT) 

Find it ins WORLD 

Even with Kronos, the traditional sound of 
Malian music is right up front. Relaxing and 
beautiful. 


Various Artists — Sweet as 
Broken Dates: Lost Somali 


Tapes from the Horn of Africa 
(OSTINATO) 

Find it in: WORLD 

A stand out in the many “Lost Africa” releases. 
Somalia’s location on the Arabian sea puts the 
music at the confluence of India, Kenya and the 
Middle East. 


Various Artists - 
Voyager Golden Record 


40th Anniversary Edition (0zmA) 
Find it in: WORLD 

In 1977 the space race was still big in American 
pop culture. Many hours at school and at home 
were devoted to this topic, and as a kid it was 
impressively cool. This is an amazing reissue that 
pays total respect to the original concept. It’s not 
just a record or book, but part of history and 
how we as humans hoped to explain ourselves 
to anyone out there. 











va 
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GCLIFT 


Bay Area bicycle commuter 


Funkadelic — 


Reworked By Detroiters 
(WESTBOUND) 

Find it in: SOUL 

George Clinton and his Funkadelic greatness 
is revisited with some Detroit, Michigan elec- 
tronic/house flavor. All my favorites (Cosmic 
Slop, Maggot Brain, etc.) get attention here with 
excellent result. Since these are remixes the 
original feeling of the music is retained with 
minimal techno beep beep overlays. | would say 
a pleasing update of the funk. 


Various Artists - 
Marylebone Beat Girls 


1964-1967 (AcE) 

Find it in: OLDIES 

The sound of swinging 60s West End London 
is featured on this release of female-sung pop 
tunes from EMI’s collection of music labels. If 
you like the old production sound of fat rhythms 
and swinging horn sections backing up lovely 
ladies singing about the those crazy times. Pick 
this one up. 


The Specials — 


The Specials [Reissue] 
(CHRYSALIS/TWO-TONE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

This is one of my all-time favorite records that 
got the Remaster/Reissue treatment on U.K. 
import vinyl. Jerry Dammers and the rest of 
the gents made music with a message of racial 
unity that also you could dance to. Blending 
60s Jamaican Ska influences with the ferocity 
of Punk, The Specials made a timeless contribu- 
tion to anti-discrimination and social justice that 
rings true to this day. 


Raspberries — Pop Art Live 
(OMNIVORE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The reverence toward the U.K. Beat artists 
from the ’60s by later artists is understandable. 
The originals made great music that stands the 
passage of time. The Raspberries are one of 
those who bow at the alter of Pop. This was 
a Cleveland, Ohio hometown show that was 
recorded in 2004 at the House of Blues. On it 
all the chiming guitars and soaring harmonies 
are captured live for us all to hear now with 
excellent fidelity. 


Kadavar — Rough Times 

(NUCLEAR BLAST) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Excellent Hard Rock/Psyche in the vein of Black 
Sabbath. Lots of pummeling bass and drums with 
swirling, crunchy guitar. Nice. 


CRUZ CONTROL 


C) Blue Planet II (2017) - 
Featuring David 
Attenborough 


It will look amazing. Let’s go swimming inside 
your TV and have a great time. 





ia Basket Case [Arrow Blu-ray 
Limited] (1982) — Directed by 


Frank Henenlotter 
Limited Arrow Video Blu-ray release of Basket 
Case! 


ia Blade Runner 2049 (2017) - 


Directed by Denis Villeneuve 
One of the best sci-fi sequels ever. 


ia The Florida Project (2017) - 
Directed by Sean Baker 


A touching film about childhood that wil inspire 
you to free yourself and overcome any struggle. 


JAMES DILLON 


The Bally Table King 


Lee “Scratch” Perry + 
Subatomic Sound System — 


Super Ape Returns to Conquer 
(SUBATOMIC SOUND) 

Find it in: REGGAE 

Here he comes again, the legendary Upsetter, 
Lee “Scratch” Perry, with his lighting hand to 
slay the dragon. This album recreates his Super 
Ape album from 1976. Well, not exactly. The 
Subatomic Sound System made the music and it 
is so faithful that | thought they were sampling 
some parts but upon closer listening | real- 
ized that they faithfully recreated the music as 
their love of the material is obvious. Lee Perry 
provides the vocals and typically sings and says 
whatever comes into his head. But what is typical 
for him is greatness and there is much wisdom 
here.Another great Upsetter production. 








Various Artists — 
Voyager Golden Record 


40th Anniversary Edition (ozmA) 
Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

This originally was a record made out of gold 
that they sent into space 40 years ago so any 
aliens would get an idea of what Earth is like. 
It contains greetings in many languages, sound 
effects, and many examples of music from all 
over the globe. As a collector of strange and 
unusual records this is probably at the top of 
my list. | am so glad that Ozma reissued this and 
| look forward to other projects they will be 
involved in. 


The World of Pooh — Land of 


Thirst (STARLIGHT FURNITURE CO) 

Find it in: ROCK 

A lot of people like to point to the ‘60s as 
the apex of San Francisco music but the ’80s 
were another fertile and creative time for 
the city. Two reissues just released will illus- 
trate that point—The World of Pooh’s Land of 
Thirst record and two records by Glorious Din. 
World of Pooh had one limited release in the 
80s and is one of my favorite records from that 
period. It features Barbara Manning on bass, 
which you may know from her amazing solo 
work and her time with the band 28th Day; Jay 
Paget from Thinking Fellers Union Local 282; 
Glorious Din, which is the other great band 
that was just reissued, and many other projects; 
and Brandan Kearney who has been involved in 
too many projects to name here. It is a regular 
tornado of talent. | guess you would describe 
it as rock, sometimes Barbara sings, sometimes 
Brandan (depending on who wrote the lyrics). 
| think you will be pleased with your purchase 
of this album. 
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Super7 ReAction figures 

Super7 started a magazine awhile ago and then 
started making toys and other stuff and it is 
amazing. Some of the toys that they make are 
tributes to the Kenner Star Wars figures from 
the ’70s and this year they have hit it out of the 
ballpark with their new line. First up are their 
lron Maiden figures. They produced four Eddie’s, 
each with accessories made to kill you. But wait 
there’s more. They also made a Misfits figure 
from the old Crimson Ghost serials. Oh did | 
forget to mention the Alfred Hitchcock figure? 
He comes with a cigar and a crow. These are just 
a few of the toys that Super7 has produced over 
the years. They are a relatively small company 
and so the toys are produced in limited runs and 
usually sell out quickly. 


Glorious Din - 
Leading Stolen Horses 


(INSIGHT) 
Find it in: ROCK 

Okay, here is another San Francisco oddity like 
that World of Pooh album that | always thought 
should reach a larger audience and has now been 
reissued. This is an amazing four piece band— 
featuring Jay Paget from World of Pooh— that 
played a lot around the city and put out two 
stellar records in the ’80s. Fans of Joy Division 
might like to hear this. 


ia Cartoon Roots 
[Blu-ray/DVD combo] 


| want to thank Tom Stathes for producing this 
amazing series of cartoons from his amazing 
collection, featuring Koko the Clown, Felix the 
Cat, Bobby Bumps, Judge Rummy, Krazy Kat, 
and Dinky Doodle. These are the best transfers 
of cartoon | have even seen and it is wonderful 
that he is saving these for future generations. 
Some of the most mind-blowing stuff | have 
witnessed. LET THE CARTOONS BEGIN! 


im Night of the Living Dead 
(1968) — Directed by 


George A. Romero 

| saw this movie on Creature Features on KTVU 
Channel 2 when | was a child and to say it is an 
influence on me would be an understatement. 
It had entered public domain due to a screw 
up so it has been available in many substandard 
versions until now. Thanks to the Museum of 
Modern Art and The Film Foundation we now 
have a new 4K digital restoration supervised 
by director George A. Romero. This release 
contains a lot of spechies including a never 
before presented work print edit of the film. | 
am so excited about this! 
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ia Porky Pig -— Porky Pig 101 
That’s NOT all, folks! Here is a 5-disc set of 
DVDs that collects 99 black and white Looney 
Tunes and two Technicolor Merrie Melodies 
staring Porky Pig. | don’t think | need to say 
anything else except Let the Cartoons Begin! 


Tip: 
Go to Free Gold Watch around the corner if you want to 
play pinball or print T-shirts 


JEFF 


K-Def feat. The Artifacts — 


Left In My Dust 7” (REDEFINITION) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 
Artifacts shit, we got the hard shit regardless. 





The Du-Rites — 


Greasy Listening (REDEFINITION) 
Find it in: SOUL 


John Waters — Make Trouble 


7” (THIRD MAN) 
Find it in: SPOKEN WORD 


Mitch Hedburg — The Complete 


Vinyl Collection (COMEDY CENTRAL) 
Find it in: COMEDY 


Earthdogs — Scum Sect MCMVI 
(DISTORTED STATIC ADDICT) 
Find it in: METAL 


Last Of The Giants: 
The True Story of 

Guns N’ Roses 

by Mick Wall (Lesser Gobs) 








VINNIE 





ESPARZA 


www.djvinnie.net 


The Frightnrs — More To Say 
(DAPTONE) 

Find it in: REGGAE 

Dub companion to the brilliant Nothing More 
To Say album. Dubbed out by the immensely 
talented and criminally underrated Tiklah 
(Victor Axelrod). 


Eric Boss — Closer To The Spirit 


7”? (MOCAMBO) 

Find it in: SOUL 

Blistering dancefloor funk from this San Fran- 
cisco favorite with the instrumental on the flip! 
Essential. 


Flying Stars Of Brooklyn - 
My God Has A Telephone 7” 
(COLEMINE) 

Find it in: GOSPEL / CHRISTIAN 


Easily the best Gospel soul release of 2017. 


Soulful and funky. 


Galt MacDermot - 


Coffee Cold 7” (FRATERNITY/KAY DEE) 
Find it in: JAZZ 

Finally available on 45 for the first time. Soul jazz 
at its best. 


La Mecanica Popular — 


Noche Triler 7” 

(NAMES YOU CAN TRUST) 

Find it ins WORLD 

Killer Cumbia version of The Doors’ “Riders on 
the Storm” on the b-side is everything. 





JOE COLDMARK 
MUSIC MAVEN 


Reggie Young — Forever Young 
(WHALING CITY) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Reggie Young was a Memphis session guy in the 
1960s who played on hits by The Box Tops and 
Dusty Springfield. He ended up in Nashville, and 
played on thousands of sessions, including Elvis’ 
“In the Ghetto” & “Suspicious Minds,’ Dobie 
Gray’s “Drift Away,’ Willie Nelson’s “Pancho & 
Lefty,” etc. etc. He’s finally made a solo album 
and it’s beautiful and jazzy. The first three tunes 
are my faves, real soulful. 








Maurice Tani - 


The Lovers Card 

(LITTLE VILLAGE FOUNDATION) 

Find it in: COUNTRY 

Maurice Tani is an S.F Bay Area treasure. He 
writes great songs and has a very distinctive and 
emotional voice. This album was recorded live 
in the studio and has that good homogenized 
sound where the instruments bleed into each 
other. It feels like the band is in your living room. 
Esteemed blues organist Jimmy Pugh produced 
and played, as well as guitarist Kid Andersen. 
This is much more of an Americana CD rather 
than a country album. 


Wee Willie Walker 
and The Anthony Paule 
Soul Orchestra — After A While 


(BLUE DOT) 
Find it in: SOUL 

The new Willie Walker CD just sounds real 
nice, well recorded and arranged. Of course the 
songs are good, my favorite actually being the 
title tune “After a While” which sounds like a 
lowrider classic. Kudos to the perfectly into- 
nated horn section, Tony Macaroni’s palate of 
organ sounds and styles, the rock solid rhythm 
section of Paul & D’Mar, and Anthony’s blues and 
soul guitar stylings. Willie is in fine wine voice, 
and I’m always impressed at Christine’s writing 
prowess. I’m prejudiced, because | know many 
of these fine folks, but none-the-less, if you’re a 
blues/soul fan you won’t be disappointed. 


The Jerry Douglas Band - 
What If (ROUNDER) 

Find it in; AMERICANA 

Incredible musicianship, but not at the expense 


of the music. Jerry adds horns to his eclectic 
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blend of New Grass music, and makes a 
potpourri that’s closer to Jazz than anything. My 
favorite is the title cut, “What If?’ 


Los Straitjackets — Jet Set 

(YEP ROC) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Yes, | know this album is five years old now, but 
it was new to me. It’s fabulous! Los Straitjackets 
finally put out the album that they’ve been 
hinting at for years. The tunes are all great and 
the sound and production are superb. They are 
definitely the premier rock instrumental band of 
our time. 


Tip: 
VinylBeat.com is Vinyl 101 for collectors. Label guides and 
many galleries of cool record covers. 


TONY 


Working on my backhand... 


Various Artists — Heed The 


Call! (vostok) 

Find it in: SOUL 

A compilation of rare disco & funk from ’70s 
New Zealand! The Maori/Pacific Island popula- 
tion really embraced the disco groove in the 
pubs & clubs at the time, and a lot of hitherto 
unheard classics were made for the smallish 
local audience (totally unsupported by radio)... 
highlights include androgynous singer Mark 
Williams’ stompin’ “Disco Queen,’ Dalvanius 
& The Fascinations shimmering 12” mix of 
“Voodoo Lady,’ and multi-racial group Golden 
Harvest’s “I Need Your Love,’ the only actual hit 
here... a really strong compilation! 
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Kelley Stoltz — Que Aura 

(CASTLE FACE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The prolific local legend Mr. Stoltz finds a perfect 
middle ground between his ’80s groove and the 
more expansive sound of earlier records like 
Antique Glow... gets better with each listen! 


Grant & I: Inside and 
Outside the Go-Betweens 


by Robert Forster (OMNUs BOOKS) 
The Mojo Mag book of the year is also my 
book of the year... a lyrical history of the 
beloved Aussie Band from founder Robert 
Forster, and an ode to his (occasionally diffi- 
cult) co-writer Grant Mclennan... the history 
of the Aussie punk/post-punk scene drips 
from every page, and the writing is pure and 
simple. If you knew nothing about them, you’d 
still love this book. 


Ariel Pink — Dedicated to 


Bobby Jameson (MEXICAN SUMMER) 
Find it in: ROCK 

More lo-fi than his last LP Pom Pom, this is a 
(sorta) concept LP dedictated to an obscure 
60s songsmith... it’s echo-y, intimate & melodic, 
and ranges from more immediate songs like 
“Santa’s In The Closet” to gentler fare such as 
“Bubblegum Dreams’... there’s a lot of gentle 
reminders of classic pop songs here, but this is 
still a seductive treat from the sometimes delib- 
erately obscure Mr. Rosenberg. 


EPINE 
FRESH 


You already know 





The Frightnrs — Nothing More 


to Say (DAPTONE) 

Find it in: REGGAE 

Classic early reggae and rocksteady sounds done 
impeccably. Modern reggae trying to capture 
the sound of the golden era often falls flat. But 
The Frightnrs tear it up and radiate the spirit of 
°69.Wonderful production, a solid offering from 
Daptone. Rest in power Daniel Klein. 


Dancehall: The Rise of 
Jamaican Dancehall Culture 


by Beth Lesser (SouL JAZZ BOOKS) 
Finally soul jazz has reprinted Beth Lesser’s 
crucial, massive, awe-inspiring anthology. A must 





for any fan of ’80’s Reggae and sound system 
culture. The book is full of photos, and bios. As 


well as the growth of dancehall sound and style. 


RESPECT. 


The Clientele — Music for the 


Age of Miracles (merce) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Lush studio pop landscapes and British accents. 


Also oboe. 


Doctor Pablo & 

The Dub Syndicate - 

North of the River Thames 

(ON U SOUND) 

Find it in: REGGAE 

Melodica dub for fans of Augustus Pablo, Adrian 
Sherwood, and Roots, Rock, Reggae!!! 


E-50 — In a Major Way (zomsa) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 

Dude, did you hear that? Did you hear that drip? 
It’s forty water, dripping in your ears! Sprinkle 


me with game 40. Classic! First time on wax. 


Cmon dude. 


ia Brigsby Bear (2017) - 
Directed by Dave McCary 
Everyone has a favorite childhood show. What 
if that show was your only escape? What if that 
show was your life? It’s funny, it’s dark, and it’s 
heartwarming. 


Tip: 
WATCH IT 


Authentic 
New Orleans Style 
Grocery & Delicatessen 


SERVING: 
Po’boys ¢ Beignets 
Muffulettas ¢ Café Au Lait 
Jambalaya 


Including harder to find 
items from Louisiana 


BEER & WINE NOW AVAILABLE! 
ALSO INSIDE: 
Vintage Candy & Soda Pop Shop! 


AS SEEN ON 
THE FOOD NETWORK 


207 Ord Street 


in Historic Chinatown 
Mon-Wed 10:30-5:00 ° Thurs 10:30-9:30 
Fri-Sat 10:30-10:30 ° Sun 10:30-9:30 
213-620-0461 
Easily located off the B-dash 
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BRENT JAMES 


This year is dedicated to the 
memory of Allen Lewites, 
who loved to “Dish The Info” 
in the SF store... 


iui Star Wars: The Last Jedi 
Visual Dictionary 

by Pablo Hildago (PENGUIN) 

Another amazing companion piece to the latest 
Star Wars film, The Last Jedi.As always, it’s chock 
full of yummy things. Star Wars never stops 
unraveling... 





Kama Sutra by Vatsyayana 
One of my favorite things to do in Amoeba is 
peruse the clearance book section, and | wish | 
could attach a pic of one of my recently acquired 
treasures: a copy of the Kama Sutra originally 
printed in 1965! Even older than myself, this 
baby goes on the shelf next to my OTHER 
favorite “instruction manuals’—the Bible and 
The Joy of Cooking. 


imi Star Wars: The Last Jedi 
(2017) -— Directed by 
Rian Johnson 

Spoilers! 
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Super7 - Iron Maiden “Eddie” 


Action Figures Series | 
(SUPER7/REACTION) 

SF-based Super7 has made every adult kids’ 
dream come true with their latest line of 
music-related figs based on Iron Maiden’s iconic 
“Eddie” mascot. Styled after the old Kenner 
Star Wars “3” line, the Series | set includes 
The Trooper, Aces High (Eddie already lives in 
my Millenium Falcon, trust), Killers and Power- 
slave. Eagerly awaiting Series 2 and all the rest of 
the good stuff over at Super7.com! 


G-Eazy - The Beautiful and 


Damned (BPG) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

Wonderful set from SF East Bay native G-Eazy, 
more of a cathartic run through that time of life 
where you realize “This is it. It’s time to shit or 
get off the pot.” 


| would have thought this album would be the 
LAST thing to help MYSELF realize that, but it 
goes to show the magic of music and at least 
TRYING to keep an open mind about things. 
I’m so old, | remember his mix CDs popping 
through, cover art by Gerald himself. He stuck 
with it and here we are. It’s good to see him 
enjoy such success, and hope for many more 
years with him. 


Ibeyi — Ash (x1) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

You had me when you sang a song in Yoruba, 
but go ahead and keep on with it. Ash is the 
culmination of two years of constant work from 
the Diaz sisters, and is a complete masterpiece. 
“Deathless” is my standout fire track, but the 
whole thing shines through and almost relent- 
lessly stomps into your head without even 
trying. Infectious and all around sweetsie, this is 
one of those “perfect” records. 


Everyone Is Dirty — My Neon’s 


Dead (01M) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Oakland’s Everyone Is Dirty continues to 
climb the local and national darling charts with 
their latest, My Neon’s Dead. Powerhouse lead 
singer Sivan Lioncub is the ringleader that 
lets her entire circus shine. And shine they do, 
with intense guitar solos from Daddio and the 
boom boom rhythm section of English and Sales 
rounding out a most excellent set of tracks that 
have no genre, or place in the mundane... 


Tip: 
Follow @wherethetoysare on Insta 


DAVID JAMES 


The number of women making great recordings of 
their compositions-with-improvisations (sometimes 
called Jazz) is fairly remarkable. It’s tricky, because 
this should not, in fact, be remarkable. This should 
be simply more great music. But here | am, adding 
to the pool of thought that sez “this is unusual,” and 
being part of the problem. Okay. I’ll accept that. As 
long as | get to tell about these albums. 


Lisa Mezzacappa — 


Glorious Ravage (NEW WORLD) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

First of all, Holy smokes!! The live perfor- 
mances of this song cycle, composed by bassist 
Mezzacappa for I5 musicians, inspired by and 
setting music to writings by female explorers 
from around the turn of the last century, were 
EPIC! And the recording is, too! The amazing 
Fay Victor (see below) sings and otherwise 
vocalizes marvelously, but these are also great 
settings for individual and collective impro- 
visations. The writing is, by turns, funny, spiky, 
bracing, and beautiful. With brass, woodwinds, 
strings, percussion, and electronics, played by 
the likes of Nicole Mitchell, Myra Melford, Vinny 
Golia, Jordan Glenn: this is New Music Big Band! 


Roswell Rudd/Fay Victor/ 
Lafayette Harris/ 


Ken Filiano — Embrace 

(RARENOISE) 

FIND IT IN: JAZZ 

The aforementioned Victor is the vocal comple- 
ment to Rudd’s trombone on this, his last- 
released album before his death in December. 
The gritty tone of her voice is put in the service 
of Jazz standards on this one, and she sings the 
hell out of them! And Roswell Rudd plays beau- 
tifully. 


Nicole Mitchell — Mandorla 


Awakening Il: Emerging Worlds 
(FPE RECORDS) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Yes, | did write about this in the last Music We 
Like, but | liked it that much! Plus, it features 
Tomeka Reid on cello, who is also a member 
of Hear in Now with Mazz Swift (violin), and 
Silvia Bolognesi (acoustic bass), whose album 
Not Living In Fear (International Anthem) should 
also get a listen. Reid is again present on Fly Or 
Die (International Anthem) by trumpeter Jaimie 
Branch. 


Mary Halvorson — Paimon: 
Mary Halvorson Quartet Plays 


Masada Book Two (1ZAbDIK) 

FIND IT IN: JAZZ 

Great! Halvorson is a major force on Tomas 
Fujiwara’s Triple Double (Firehouse 12), which is 
also great! 


Lisa Mezzacappa -— AvantNOIR 
(CLEAN FEED) 

FIND IT IN: JAZZ 

It’s music inspired by detective story writers 
Dashiell Hammett and Paul Auster. And it’s 


TANITA 


trash boy 
Only comparable to a dumpster fire. 
Or perhaps a train wreck. 


Devendra Banhart — Smokey 


Rolls Down Thunder Canyon 
(YOUNG GOD) 

Find it in: ROCK 

This album is everything Devendra has ever 
done right up until this point. It incorporates 
his older, erratic, lo-fi sounds with the upbeat, 
heart-warming, occasionally jazzy new sound. 
Listen to “Carmensita” and “Samba Vexéillo- 
graphica” for some tunes you can dance to; 
“Freely,” “Sea Side,’ and “My Dearest Friend” 
for calm and quiet. Easily the most emotional 
songs are “Bad Girl” and “The Other Woman.” 
| recommend listening to it in order for the full 
experience. 


Joanna Newsom - 
The Milk-Eyed Mender 


(DRAG CITY) 

Find it in: FOLK 

If you hate her voice, at least appreciate the harp. 
This album is a brilliant collaboration between 
the skillful, classically trained hands of Newsom, 
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her whimsical, poetic, and abstract manner of 
speaking, and...how to explain this... the voice 
of an eight-year-old if that eight-year-old started 
smoking at four, and lived in the Appalachians. | 
recommend “Cassiopeia,” “Sadie” (this one is a 
crier, if you’ve got a recently deceased dog don’t 
even try), “This Side Of The Blue,’ “Swansea,” 
and “Sprout and the Bean.” 


The Mountain Goats — 


Tallahassee (4AD) 

Find it in: ROCK 

John Darnielle should win Poet Laureate, that’s 
all I’m saying. Tallahassee changed my life and it'll 
likely change yours too. Everyone has something 
to learn about themselves, about the world, 
about relationships and human connection, from 
this album. | can’t even recommend specific 
songs; all | can hope and pray is that you do give 
yourself a period of uninterrupted time to listen 
to this whole album... REALLY listen to it. For 
yourself. 


Nick Drake — Bryter Layter 
(HANNIBAL) 
Find it in: FOLK 


Jim O’Rourke —- Eureka 

(P-VINE) 

Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

Please... please... listen to the whole thing. Stare 
at the clouds and find shapes in the shadows. 
Smell the fresh air. Escape your head. Tune out 
to this. 
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ALLER 


Thankful that people still buy plastic. 


Various Artists — The Passion 


of Charlie Parker (imPuLse!) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

No mere tribute album, this CD instead tells 
Bird’s story through various vocalists and 
contemporary approaches, mining deeper 
emotional territory than your usual bebop 
rave-up. A clearer picture of Parker’s unique 
aura and musical influence on the jazz scene 
emerges. Donny McCaslin contributes some 
truly wonderful saxophone. 


John Beasley — Presents 


MONK ?’estra Vol. 2 (MACK AVENUE) 
Find it in: JAZZ 

It’s easy to make Thelonius Monk tunes sound 
hard, because...well, they're Monk tunes. They 
twist, turn, start and stop in interesting places. 
What Beasley does is re-contextualize Monk— 
harmonically and rhythmically, yes—but also 
socially. He takes us to places Monk hasn’t often 
visited; we shouldn’t be surprised that head- 
nodding funk is the perfect context for “Brake’s 
Sake,” but | was, and it is. Beasley’s arrangements 
are inventive and fresh, breaking up the themes 
and putting them in spots where they shouldn’t 
work... but they do. 


Anat Cohen Tentet — Happy 


Song (ANZIC) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Cohen performed this program with this band 
at SFJAZZ, and it was the best thing | saw all 
year. She leads them through an incredibly 
varied recital of swing, Brazilian, African and 
chamber music, anchored by her Klezmer suite, 
“Anat’s Doima.” The ensemble is terrific and 
they sound excited and pumped to be doing this. 
Cohen soars over it with some jaw-dropping 
clarinet playing. The only thing missing is seeing 
her dance. 


Various Artists —- 
Jesus Rocked the Jukebox: 
Small Group Black Gospel 


(1951-1965) (CRAFT RECORDINGS) 

Find it in: GOSPEL / CHRISTIAN 

This set is a lot of things all at once: the roots of 
R&B and rock and roll; the training grounds for 
Sam Cooke, Lou Rawls, Johnnie Taylor and Mavis 
Staples. It’s telling to hear Cooke sing with the 
Soul Stirrers, then a few tracks later we hear 


Taylor with the Highway QC’s, sounding a lot 
like Cooke. There’s a lot of flat-out great singing 
throughout, with and without instruments, and 
the gradual development towards soul music is 
traceable. But bottom line, it lives up to its title; 
this set rocks! 


Vijay lyer Sextet — Far From 


Over (ECM) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

lyer usually plays in trios, but adding three horns 
to the ensemble shows how well he writes 
for them, and everyone steps up to the chal- 
lenge. A lot of these players, ike saxophonist 
Steve Lehman and drummer Tyshawn Sorey, 
are leaders of their own bands, and they tear 
into this material with a leader’s authority and a 
sideman’s abandon.A note: some of this material 
was written and performed just before Obama 
came into office (prompting the determined but 
hopeful title); it wasn’t recorded until after he 
left. Guess what fuels the anger of these perfor- 
mances? 


Haim — Something to Tell You 
(COLUMBIA) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The thing to know about the Haim sisters is this: 
their father is a drummer, so they all started on 
drums, no matter what other instruments they 
eventually gravitated to. So all their tunes have 
a percussive underpinning, fueled by staccato, 
rapid-fire choruses, dressed up with three-part 
harmonies but propulsive nonetheless. A shout 
out, also, to their great minimalist video for 
“Want You Back,” the lead-off track. 





Various Artists — Zaire 74: 


The African Artists (CHISA/WRASSE) 
Find it in: WORLD 

“?m not following that,’ B.B. King reportedly 
said after one of these acts (I’m not sure which, 
but it doesn’t matter; they’re all smolderingly 
good) closed their set. All the American acts 
at the Rumble in the Jungle music festival had 
reason to be intimidated; most of the bands 
here, including Mariam Makeba, Franco, Abeti 
and Tabu Ley Rochereau, were facing their 
largest crowds ever, and they had something to 
prove to the Western world. It took 42 years, 
but here’s the proof. 


JON 
LONGHI 


Jon Longhi is the author of four books of 
fiction including The Rise And Fall Of 
Third Leg and Wake Up And Smell 
The Beer. He regularly writes concert 

reviews for NBC BayArea.com. 


ia Vampyr (1932) 

[Criterion Collection Blu Ray] 
- Directed by 

Carl Theodor Dreyer 


Danish filmmaker Carl Theodor Dreyer’s 
masterpiece of gothic expressionism gets the 
deluxe treatment on this Criterion Collec- 
tion release. This is the best the film has ever 
looked or sounded and the digital restoration 
perfectly captures the etherial misty beauty of 
this surreal fever dream. It was released in 1932 
and is not only one of the earliest but also one 
of the best vampire films ever made. It really is 
one of the most unique films in world history. 
Its short 73-minute running time contains 
some of the most beautiful and beguiling scenes 
ever filmed. There is one scene in particular 
where the main character explores a haunted 
village he has just arrived at that is a breath- 
taking work of art, a wonderfully orchestrated 
symphony of shadows that can be watched 
over and over. The story involves a student of 
the occult who explores a haunted village that 
is cursed by a vampire. Dreyer takes this simple 
story and transforms it into a timeless medita- 
tion on dreams and shadows. The deluxe pack- 
aging of the movie includes a 200-page book 
that contains the original screenplay as well as 
the short story Carmilla by Sheridan Le Fanu 
which the film is based on. 
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Rodriguez — Searching For 


Sugar Man (sony LEGACY) 

Find it in: POPVOCAL 

| haven’t seen the movie yet, but I’ve been loving 
this soundtrack ever since my coworker Michael 
Cruz played it in the DVD room one day. | really 
have to see the movie, because | can’t under- 
stand why this guy isn’t a household name along 
with Jim Croce, Cat Stevens, Paul Simon and 
the other great singer songwriters of his era. 
The guy definitely had the skills and this album 
contains one of the most impressive songbooks 
I’ve heard in quite awhile. Beautiful catchy melo- 
dies, thoughtful clever wordplay that never falls 
into cliché, and tasteful orchestrations that 
give the songs an almost Brian Wilson style 
sheen and grandeur. Songs like “Sugar Man” and 
“Cause” have been stuck in my brain for weeks. 
That’s what a good pop song does: it infects you 
and you can’t get rid of it. Let this album sneeze 
in your face. 


King Crimson — King Crimson 
Live In Chicago June 28, 2017 
(KING CRIMSON COLLECTOR’S CLUB, 
DISCIPLINE GLOBAL MOBILE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

This two-disc set documents the best tour 
of 2017. This may have been Robert Fripp’s 
last tour and boy did they go out with a bang. 
Everyone onstage was a seasoned pro with 
decades of experience and did they ever deliver 
the goods. In this set more modern songs are 
mixed in with tunes from the glory days of the 
‘70s. The performances are not just flawlessly 
tight but also contain transcendent moments 
of breathtaking improvisation. Fripp is especially 
on fire and in places like his improvisation on 
“Easy Money” he proves why he has earned 
his reputation as one of the greatest guitarists 
in the world. | caught the tour about a month 
before this show and it was the best musical 
performance I’ve seen in the past few years. In 
fact, hearing Fripp play the soaring guitar leads 
on “Heroes” was the highlight of 2017 for me. 
Check this out and let your mind get blown. 
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ia Heart Of A Dog: 

A Film By Laurie Anderson 
(2015) [Criterion Collection 
Blu-ray] — Directed by 


Laurie Anderson 

This is one of the best movies | saw this year. 
About ten years ago my wife adopted a brain 
damaged emotionally traumatized shelter dog 
that violently attacks me whenever | walk in or 
out of our front door so I’m not a big fan of 
dogs. In fact, | joke to my wife that if | ever run 
a personals ad the first line would be: Must hate 
dogs. So you know that if I’m recommending a 
movie about dogs it must be a freaking master- 
piece, and this movie is a masterpiece. On the 
most basic level Anderson’s film is a story about 
her relationship with her beloved rat terrier 
Lolabelle, but the shaggy dog stories in the 
movie become mere springboards for time- 
less meditations on love, life, and loss. Laurie 
Anderson has had a long career and this is 
one of her greatest creations. It is essentially 
a feature-length film created by one person. 
She shot all the footage, wrote the screenplay, 
composed the soundtrack, does the narration, 
stars in it and did all the editing and directing. 
The end result is a movie far better than ones 
hundreds of people work on. | have watched 
this film a number of times and with each new 
viewing | discover another layer of meaning and 
nuance. It’s a movie about life, death, and what it 
all means. There are scenes in this film that have 
haunted me for months and have changed my 
view of the world. 


im The Manster (1962) 
[Shout Factory Blu-ray] - 
Directed by 


George P. Breakston 

This is a great little Japanese monster movie 
that has been given the deluxe treatment by 
Shout Factory. An American reporter in Japan 
becomes the unwitting guinea pig in an experi- 
ment by a mad scientist when he is injected with 
a serum that splits living creatures into their 
good and evil halves.As the reporter mutates he 
turns into a homicidal maniac and then a raging 
monster. There are some stand out scenes 
in this, like one where an eyeball and later a 
whole misshapen second head sprout from his 
shoulder. The film builds to a great climax in an 
erupting volcano where the reporter actually 
splits into two separate beings. It’s a macabre 
and dark little film with a grim doomed atmo- 
sphere. The black and white print looks stunning 
in hi-def. Pop some popcorn, crack open a beer, 
and enjoy. 


TOM 


The Detroit Emeralds - 
I Think Of You: The Westbound 


Singles 1969-1975 (Ace) 

Find it in: SOUL 

Originally The Emeralds from Little Rock, 
Arkansas, the Tilmon Brothers moved to 
Detroit, signing with Ric Tic Records and Show- 
time Records. But, the gold flowed for six years 
at Westbound Records. Here for the first time 
are those singles. Outstanding sweet soul. 


The Replacements — 
For Sale: Live At Maxwell’s 1986 


(RHINO/SIRE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The last gasp of greatness from the original 
lineup. Poised for taking the world, instead they 
walked away with the booby prize. The bril- 
liance and the buffoonery,““A dunce cap never fit 
better.’ ~ Paul Westerberg. 


Various Artists —- 

Age of Worry — From Country- 
Pop To Freak-Folk: The Space 
Age Relics of Montgomery 
Records 1960-1970 (omni) 

Find it in: COUNTRY 

Breathtaking, 28-track comp of songs that will 
keep you up at night. Fans of the Godless America 
comp from 20 years ago will lap this bad news 
up. This is every worry and social ill set to AM C 
&W and it’s so, so good. Billy Walker’s title track 
is the number to cue up as you drive slowly past 
the rioting, looting and killing that goes on in this 
great nation of ours. 


Smashing It Up: A Decade of 
Chaos With The Damned 

by Kieron Tyler (omnisus) 

A page-turner to me that celebrates the power, 
glory and maddening frustration that to this 
day is still The Damned. “Nibbled to death by 
an Okapi.” 


Stranded In The Jungle: 

Jerry Nolan’s Wild Ride - A Tale 
of Drugs, Fashion, The New 
York Dolls and Punk Rock 


by Curt Weiss (8ACKBEAT) 

Jerry Nolan talked it like he drummed it. Looking 
cool and playing Rock N Roll was his life and all 
the dangers of the life were not side-stepped. 


NOW OPEN AT 
BEDROCK.LA 


Write and record music: you 
love in a versatile, creative, 
comfortable space. 


Flexible options, affordable 
pricing and the trademark 
friendly BedrockLA service! 


213.673.1473 
WWW.BEDROCK.LA 
Call Extension 4 for Info ¢ Booking 
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It’s a familiar story, but Jerry stood out singular 
in style and sound. He was a New York Doll, he 
was a Heartbreaker. It came naturally for a kid 
who was born a lonely planet boy. 


Patrice Holloway — 
Love & Desire: Patrice 


Holloway Anthology (KENT soUuL) 
Find it in: SOUL 

Twenty-five track retrospective on the tragically 
overlooked Ms. Holloway. A little gal from LA 
cuts upbeat, sweet soul music for Motown with 
no major hits. Gorgeously voiced and beautiful, 
Patrice’s career included TV and other media. 
She retired early due to health issues. A real 
soulful treasure. 


TOM 
MAFFEI 


Jackie Shane - 


Any Other Way/Live [Reissues] 
(NUMERO GROUP) 

Find it in: SOUL 

Trans pioneer Jackie Shane finally gets her due! 
After disappearing for 30 odd years, Trans R&B 
singer (or JUST singer Jackie Shane) has two 
releases/reissues that are in constant rotation 
for me: Any Other Way and Live. The world is 
better for having these released. Two incredible 
albums by an amazing singer. 





Marc Almond — 


Shadows and Reflections (BMG) 
Find it in: ROCK 

One of his best albums to date.A collection of 
1960s pop covers, a few torch songs and two 
originals. You can tell these were the type of 
tunes that have influenced him from his earliest 
Soft Cell days. This year Marc was also awarded 
an OBE by Queen Elizabeth! 


Bjork — Utopia 

(ONE LITTLE INDIAN) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Nothing groundbreaking here, just comfortable 
madness and general weirdness from the master. 


St. Vincent — Masseduction 

(LOMA VISTA) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

A pop album? Not really sure. An ode to a 
breakup maybe. 
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Belinda Carlisle — Wilder 


Shores (EDSEL) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Belinda’s voice has aged well over the years. 


This though is NOT a “Belinda” album and as 


far away from a Go-Go's album as you can get. 
A mash-up, of sorts, of pop and Eastern chants. 


It somehow works. She does offer an updated 
rendition of “Heaven Is A Place On Earth” that’s 
made it into heavy rotation on my playlists. 


Various Artists — 

Stranger Things: Music From 
The Netflix Original Series 

(SONY LEGACY) 

Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 

This review is for the “music from,’ NOT the 
OST with all the distortion and screechy-ness— 
’80s revival at its finest. 


HONORABLE MENTIONS 
WORTH A LISTEN: 


LCD Soundsystem — American 
Dream (COLUMBIA/LEGACY) 


Charlotte Gainsbourg — Rest 
(ATLANTIC) 


Tip: 

A few things I’ve revisited (hooray for used CDs!):Annie 
Lennox covering Joni Mitchell’s “Ladies of the Canyon.” 
Every SINGLE Ryko Bowie edition and ALL the “Femmes 
de Paris” CDs. 








MARS MARTIN 


Joe Henderson/Alice Coltrane 


— The Elements (MILESTONE) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

A four-part improv exploration into spiritual 
Jazz, world music and a touch of funk. Rare 
appearance by Alice as a side player. Joe brings 
the heat. Badass band. Far far out! 


Bohannon -— Stop & Go (DAKAR) 
Find it in: SOUL 

1975 solo debut from funk and disco drummer/ 
producer Bohannon. Known for his aggressive 
rhythms. 


Hype Williams — Rainbow 
Edition (BIG DADA) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Dark, dreamy collage of samples, loops, cheap 
synths and drum machines from this mysterious 
artist. 


Harry Pussy —A Real 

New England Fuck Up (PALILALIA) 
Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

Two assaultive live sets from the mid-’90s by 
Miami’s noise-rock legends. Must be heard to be 
believed. 


Terry Riley — Persian Surgery 


Dervishes (AGUIRRE) 
Find it in: CLASSICAL 


A staple from one of the daddies of minimalism. 


For sitting really still or moving really fast. 


SEAN 


Irish drinker, Jewish thinker. 


John Frusciante — Niandra 


Lades and Usually Just a T-Shirt 
(AMERICAN) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Shortly after quitting the Chili Peppers (for the 
first time) in 1994, guitarist John Frusciante 
locked himself in his West Hollywood apartment 
with a couple guitars, a Tascam 4-track and ALL 
THE HEROIN. This album is the result. It is a 
lo-fi masterpiece, it’s one of my all-time faves, 
and it’s available on vinyl for the first time ever 
20-plus years after its initial release. No brainer. 


King Gizzard & The Lizard 
Wizard w/Mild High Club - 


Sketches of Brunswick East (Ato) 
Find it in: ROCK 

Yo guys, chill. You know you don’t have to release 
a record every month, right? 


Velvet Underground — 1969 
(POLYDOR) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Not to be confused with the live album of 
the same title, this 2xLP set is the first defini- 
tive release of the “Lost 4th Album.’ Most of 
these tracks were previously released on VU 
and Another View, but have never been available 
together before.A must. 


ia Blade Runner 2049 (2017) - 


Directed by Denis Villeneuve 

This sprawling, dystopian sci-fi epic should not 
disappoint fans of the original. Gosling kills it as 
always, the supporting cast is amazing (I love you 
Robin Wright, you are my Princess Buttercup) 
and the set and production design is some of 
the most jaw-dropping I’ve ever seen in a film. 


Mad World: An Oral History 
of New Wave Artists and Songs 
That Defined the 1980s 

by Lori Majewski/Jonathan 


Bernstein (ABRAMS IMAGE) 
It’s the Please Kill Me of early ’80s British New 
Wave. Nuff said. 


Tip: 
Listen to Jesus Dude Mom on iTunes, Spotify and Band- 
camp and “Like” us on Facebook & Instagram! 
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abcdefghijklmnop 


Neo Neos — EP MK2.2 - 


Sailor Suit and Machine Gun SE 
(ANOTHER LABEL) 

Find it in: PUNK 

hurts my ears to listen to this, ruined my 
speakers, wow 


The World — First World 


Record (LUMPY) 

Find it in: WORLD 

nice rock dance music from bay area, there are 
nice brass instruments in it, wow. 


Liquids — Heart Beats True EP 
(DIGITAL REGRESS) 

Find it in: PUNK 

fast catchy music released off a very nice label 


Solid Space — Space Museum 
(DARK ENTRIES) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

nice music that has been reissued on a vinyl disc 
for you wow 


Sun Ra — Space Is The Place 
(JACKPOT) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

nice album nice jazz nice music 
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MARK 
PITTMAN 


ia The Square (2017) — Directed 
by Ruben Ostlund 





The next film from the creator of Force Majeure. 


Equally as good. 


ia The Florida Project (2017) - 
Directed by Sean Baker 


It’s kinda a masterpiece. 


ia The Shape of Water (2017) - 
Directed by 


Guillermo del Toro 
Amazing, thoughful and beautiful. 


Sparks — Hippopotamus (BMG) 
Find it in: ROCK 
How are these guys STILL this good?!? 


ia Jane (2017) - 

Directed by Brett Morgen 
Awesome doc about Jane Goodall. Found 
footage of her with chimps. Soundtrack by Philip 


THOMAS 


Grant & I: Inside and Outside 
the Go-Betweens 


by Robert Forster (OMNIBUS PRESS) 
The definitive story of one of the all-time great 
pop groups, The Go-Betweens, written by the 


remaining half of the brilliant songwriting duo. 


Insightful, charming and ultimately tragic, this 
book reaffirms my love and admiration for the 
powerful music of Grant McLennan and Robert 


Forster. One of the best band bios I’ve ever read. 


Headroom —- Head In The 


Clouds (TROUBLE IN MIND) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Beautiful, psychedelic guitar explorations from 
this New Haven group headed by one of my 
favorite guitarists kicking around today, Kryssi 
Battalene. Molten tones drive songs simultane- 
ously harsh and lovely. Killer! 


Oister — Pre-Dwight Twilley 


Band 1973-1974 Teac Tapes 
(HOZAC ARCHIVAL) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Fantastic collection of unreleased demos from 
power pop maestro, Dwight Twilley before he 
made a name for himself in his eponymous band. 
Essential listening for any Twilley fan or anyone 
with a taste for swooning pop. 


The Clientele — Music For The 


Age Of Miracles (MERGE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Gorgeous new LP from this consistently great 
melancholic pop group out of London. Lush 
arrangements and soaring melodies call to 
mind the best studio and chamber pop of the 
60s (The Zombies, The Millennium, Sagittarius, 
etc.). My most listened to record of the last few 
months and easily my favorite of 2017. 


Odd Hope — Odd Hope 

(FRUITS & FLOWERS) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Downer jangle from Oakland’s Tim Tinderholt 
with production and assistance from Glenn 
Donaldson of the Skygreen Leopards, The Art 
Museums, etc. Big pop songwriting delivered 
with lethargic sweetness that calls to mind the 
best of The Pastels and is the perfect accompani- 
ment to the hermetic lifestyle that the state of 
the world in 2018 often calls for. One of the Bay 
Area’s best musical offerings of last year. 





ALLISON 


Shannon Lay - Living Water 
(WOODSIST) 

Find it in: ROCK 

This beautiful, echoing album by Los Angeles 
singer/songwriter Shannon Lay is the perfect 
piece of folk-like simplicity to dive you into a 
pool of emotions and mysticism. With most 
songs containing crisp and strong vocals with 
basic accompanying guitar or violin, she brings 
you into a sweet and sharp world with her 
haunting compositions. 


Daniele Luppi / Parquet 
Courts feat. Karen O - 


MILANO (cOLUMBIA/LEGACY) 

Find it in: ROCK 

My mind was blown after experiencing this 
album in its entirety. The combination of the 
brilliant minds of composer Daniele Luppi with 
modern rock talents Parquet Courts and Karen 
O of the Yeah Yeah Yeahs creates an ever enter- 
taining concoction. The vocalists alternate with 
each track, giving the album a swaying dynamic 
that keeps you wanting more. My only complaint 
is that | wish it continued longer! (Typically filed 
under Parquet Courts in Rock.) 


SZA — CTRL (RCA) 

Find it in: SOUL 

SZA took the world by storm last year with the 
release of this album. Every track urges replaying 
as she unravels the reality of being young and 
functioning in this modern world with insecuri- 
ties and romances. Wonderfully composed, it’s 
hard to get these songs out of your head. 


im Raw (2017) - 


Directed by Julia Ducournau 
An international horror movie that is not for 
those with weak stomachs. This beautifully 
shot thriller is about about a young vegetarian 
girl attending a prestigious veterinarian school 
where she eats meat for the first time, unlocking 
a hidden affliction within her that slowly takes 
over her being. In this disturbing yet addicting 
film, you’re constantly on the edge of your seat 
as you witness her gruesome transformation. 
(Found in International Horror.) 


Shannon & the Clams — Onion 
(NONESUCH) 

Find it in: ROCK 

I’ve been anticipating this album ever since | 
heard the singles released from it last year and 
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it’s better than | could have imagined. Produced 
by Dan Auerbach, it’s another amazing creation 
from these Bay Area babes, with every catchy riff 
pulling you farther into a doo-wop daze. 


SHAHAR S. 


| sleep under the clearance bins at night. 


Mort Garson — Mother Earth’s 


Plantasia (HOMEWOOD) 

Find it in; NEWAGE 

At this point Mort Garson’s Plantasia record 
borders on myth, having not received a proper 
reissue since its original pressing in 1976. This 
laidback record is perfect for enjoying on a lazy 
sunday afternoon, surrounded by your favorite 
houseplants. “A Mellow Mood For Maidenhair”’ 
really gets my ferns riled. 


Rod McKuen - Beatsville (Hiri) 
Find it in: EASY LISTENING 

Rod McKuen paints a picture of San Francisco’s 
most happening neighborhoods in the midst of 
the beat generation’s heyday. It’s a thrill hearing 
him name-drop Stanyan Street (‘‘Hey, that’s 
where Amoeba is!”’). Shout out to Justin O. for 
showing me this one. 


Craig Wedren & Theodore 
Shapiro — Higher And Higher: 
Original Music From The Mo- 
tion Picture Wet Hot American 


Summer 7” (RUSTED WAVE) 

Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 

“| went to camp so long ago that f*cking Jesus 
Christ was my counselor! And my best friend 
hadn’t fully evolved yet! His name was Ug and 
he walked on all fours!” 
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Thin Lizzy — The Boys Are Back 


In Town/Jailbreak 7” (MERCURY) 
Find it in: ROCK 

For real, if you don’t own a copy of the “The 
Boys Are Back In Town” single then why did 
you buy a record player in the first place? This 
ESSENTIAL record is perfect for every situa- 
tion i.e. when the boys are back in town, when 
summer is here again, when you're at Dino’s Bar 
& Grill,and about one million more. Buy it today. 


Permanent Collection — 


Newly Wed Nearly Dead 
(LOGLADY) 

Find it in: LOCAL 

This was the first band | saw when | moved to 
San Francisco. This is some of the best music I’ve 
heard from any SF local band ever and | love 
them very much. | have never met them but if | 
did that would be awesome. 


Tip: 

On Stanyan and | 7th street (9 blocks up the hill from 
Amoeba) there is a trailhead that goes into the woods 
behind UCSF It’s beautiful any time of the year :-) 


SHAYDE 


I love this damn place. ! always will. 
Chances are, if you’ve been here 
in the past | 7 years, you’ve seen me. 
Say hello to my ghost. 


Trapdoor by William Keihn 
(RP METASPACE) 

Personally, my favorite thing this year. William’s 
photography feels like a hybrid of a Hank 
Williams song and a Richard Pryor bit.American 
beauty. 





Yasuaki Shimizu — Kakashi 
(PALTO FLATS) 

Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

Pure ear candy. Perfect if you want atmospheric 
"80s pop essence but none of the haircuts. 


Untypical Girls: Styles and 
Sounds of the Transatlantic 
Indie Revolution 


by Sam Knee (CICADA) 

Very beautiful book with enough nostalgia to 
leave you weeping at the end of the night but 
enough inspiration to kick you in the ass in the 
morning. 





imi War Of The Planet for the 
Apes (2017) -— Directed by 


Matt Reeves 
| was never a massive fan of this franchise but 
this movie is beautiful. Can’t recall the last time | 


watched something multiple times in a week. Oh 
yeah...Withnail & I. 


The Smiths — The Queen Is 


Dead [Reissue] (WARNER BROS.) 

Find it in: ROCK 

This will always be a desert island record for 
me. | was extremely surprised to love a reissue 
this much. This is how reissues should be done. 


Kelley Stoltz — Que Aura 

(CASTLE FACE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Always peek your head in the door. You never 
know who'll be there. 


HARRY 


Hi, I’m Harry. My name is also Harry. 


Anouar Brahem - 


Blue Maqams (Ec™) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

A master of the Oud—continues to construct 
beautiful soundscapes and textures both as a 
soloist, and in collaboration with other accom- 
plished musicians. 


Vijay lyer Sextet - 

Far From Over (Ec) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Reminiscent of the great age of late-’50s /early 
60s Jazz with plenty of contemporary nuances. 





cj fete)" = 


RECORD CARRYING CASE 


© Elegant and functional design 


© Holds up to 30 full 
leneth albums 


© Sleek black metal hardware 
© Double clasp closure 
© Velvet lined 


VINTAGE SOLUTIONS FOR THE MODERN ERA 
VINYLSTYL.COM 
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Mary Halvorson Quartet — 


Paimon: Book of Angels 32 
(TZADIK) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Halvorson extracts exquisite sounds from her 
instrument, and is able to provide a real listening 
experience. Part of John Zorn’s Book of Angels 
project. 


Tomas Fujiwara — Triple 


Double (FIREHOUSE 12) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Awesome lineup, exploring creative and musical 
spaces. Ethereal and wild at times. 


Neil Young — Hitchhiker (Reprise) 
Find it in: ROCK 

Previously unreleased, this record demonstrates 
Young’s amazing capacities as a singer/song- 
writer. “Hawaii” track is sweet. 


MEOWGAR! 


The new cat on the block. 


Courtney Barnett/Kurt Vile - 


Lotta Sea Lice (MATADOR) 

Find it in: ROCK 

An intimate peek into the collaborative process 
between two of my favorites. Courtney & 
Kurt (haha) have created songs of honesty and 
nostalgia. 


OCS - Memory of a Cut Off 


Hedd (CASTLE FACE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Straying away from the intense garage rock the 
Bay Area’s Thee Oh Sees are most known for, 
John Dwyer and friends have made a brilliant 
psych-folk record! 
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King Gizzard & The Lizard 
Wizard + Mild High Club - 
Sketches Of Brunswick East 

(ATO) 

Find it in: ROCK 

These two bands... together... have made an 


album full of psychedelic jazz fusion GOOD- 
NESS! 


Milk Music — Mystic 100’s 

(DOM AMERICA) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Olympia-based band Milk Music had me after 
their debut full length, Cruise Your Illusion. This 
album is driving, noisy and so full of energy. | 
love this band. 


Lee Ranaldo - 

Electric Trim (MUTE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

My favorite Sonic Youth members’ third solo 
album! Featuring collaborations with Sharon 
Van Etten + others. Beautifully compelling and 
heartfelt. 


ia Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri 
(2017) -— Directed by 
Martin McDonagh 


A story about revenge and forgiveness. | LOVE 
Francis McDormand, and she is the ultimate bad 
ass. You need to watch this! 


LUCIANO 
TALPINI AITA 


CCFX — CCFX (pra) 

Find it in: ROCK 

CCFX is a new supergroup out of Olympia 
Washington resulting from a merger between 








two seminal Olympia pop music outfits: 


CC Dust and Trans FX. Haunting, beautiful pop 
drifting thru the melancholy that is life. 


Fever Ray — Plunge (Mute) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Plunge is just as bold in its production. Karin- 
Dreijer reunites with Peder Mannerfelt, who 
contributed to the first Fever Ray album; rein- 
forcing Dreijer’s synth leads and rhythmic tics. 


Kaitlyn Aurelia Smith — 


The Kid (WEsTERNVINYL) 
Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 


Emotionally tactile and blossoming with feeling. 


Highly advanced kaleidoscope new age pop. 


Kelly Lee Owens - 

Kelly Lee Owens 

(SMALL TOWN SUPERSOUND) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

An album that bridges the gaps between 
cavernous techno, spectral pop and Krautrock’s 
mechanical pulse. 


Jane Weaver - 


Modern Kosmology (Fire) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Forward-thinking psychedelic sonic concoctions 
that bend and twist in the wind before suddenly 
becoming a reflective, fractal beauty. 


DYLAN I-J 


Vinyl pricer & FRONDS frontperson 
(goldrobotrecords.bigcartel.com/ 
product/cold-across-my-skin) 





Bjork — Utopid (ONE LITTLE INDIAN) 
Find it in: ROCK 

My favorite of hers since Vespertine, a magical 
union of voice, flute & electronics. | finally got to 
see her live for the first time (in May with the LA 
Phil) & it was the best thing ever. 


Psychic TV — Allegory & Self 


[Reissue] (SACRED BONES) 

Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

Reissue of one of the albums I’ve listened to 
most in the last few years. Pop perfection (see 
the video for “Godstar,” if you don’t believe). 





ia Twin Peaks: Fire Walk with 
Me (1992) — Directed by 
David Lynch 


Definitely one of my highlights of last year was 
watching Twin Peaks: The Return, as it aired — 
and this initially weird, ultimately harrowing 
movie is the decoder ring for that show. 


Moondog — Moondog [Reissue] 
(COLUMBIA) 

Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

Reissue of this essential masterpiece of compo- 
sitional minimalism. 


ia Barry Lyndon (1975) - 
Stanley Kubrick 


| was really, really late to the party on this one 
— but right now it’s my favorite Kubrick movie. 


AUDRA 
WOLF MANN 


Meaning junkie. Master of disguise. 
Friend to animals. Marketer of Amoebas. 
Speakeasily. Odessa Lil. 








Ron Gallo — Heavy Meta 

(NEW WEST) 

Find it in: ROCK 

A witty take on garage punk from this Phila- 
delphia-gone-Nashville dude. Ron Gallo’s wry 
sense of humor and sharp insights pair well 
with his no-frills stage presence, making for 
an incredibly likable and approachable rocker 
experience. 


C) Twin Peaks: A Limited Event 
Series (2017) — Created by 
Mark Frost and David Lynch 


| can be pretty ambitious from time to time, but 
even | won’t attempt description of the surre- 
alist epic that is known as the “return” to Twin 
Peaks, made 25 years after the original series 
aired. If you need to see this, then you know 
you do. | will, however, point out that there are 
endless extras on this boxed set that make this 
a worthy purchase. Plus, you'll be rewarded with 
repeated viewings. 


Tip: 
Dig this: Speakeasily. TV 
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RYWO 


A.Savage — Thawing Dawn 

(DULL TOOLS) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Harkening back to Teenage Cool Kids and 
Fergus & Geronimo, Thawing Dawn’s collection 
of songs are weirder and more adventurous 
than Savage’s main gig with Parquet Courts. 
Produced by Jarvis Taveniere(Woods) 


Azar Lawrence - Bridge into 
the New Age [Reissue] 

JAZZ DISPENSARY) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Just reissued by Jazz Dispensary, this album 
packs a serious head trip. Lawrence was only 22 
when he recorded this, which absolutely blows 
my mind when listening to the complex instru- 
mentation and blistering solos he delivers. One 
of my favorite spiritual jazz albums. Doesn’t hurt 
that the quality of the reissue is excellent either. 
Grip it! 
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amen SELL US YOUR 


For large collections with good titles we can come to you, 
even if you live out of state! Let our experienced buyers 
assess your collection today — large or small! 


GET CASH OR 30% MORE IN STORE CREDIT! 
CALL TO TALK TO A BUYER OR GET MORE INFORMATION AT 
AMOEBA.COM/COLLECTIONS 


WAM, BERKELEY  SANFRANCISCO HOLLYWOOD 


SLE Aram 2755 TELEGRAPH AVE. 1855 HAIGHT ST. 6400 SUNSET BLVD. 
CALL G ASK (510) 549-1125 (415) 831-1200 (323) 245-6400 


PUN} Liuum TRADE COUNTER HOURS: TRADE COUNTER HOURS: TRADE COUNTER HOURS: 
FOR HIAMTO 8PM HAM TO 8PM MON-SAT 10-30AM-80M 


SUN 11AM-8PM 
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HOLLYWOOD 











AARON A. 


ia Le Samourar (1967) - 
Directed by Jean-Pierre 


Melville 

Finally on Blu-ray in the US, Le Samourai marked 
the first of three classic, French crime films 
between the maverick director Jean-Pierre 
Melville and the eternally cool loner Alain 
Delon. The aesthetics are so sharp, whether it 
be the fashion, cars, locations, or Delon himself, 
that it’s often easy to overlook the emotional 
economy of the acting or the masterful preci- 
sion of the directing. As were many of Melville’s 
films, Le Samourai was an homage to early Amer- 
ican gangster flicks and proto-noirs like This 
Gun for Hire, but has since gone on to influence 
numerous directors and films, like Jim Jarmusch’s 
Ghost Dog and Nicolas Winding Refn’s Drive, 
though none have surpassed it. 


C) Twin Peaks: A Limited Event 
Series (2017) — Created by 
Mark Frost and David Lynch 


At this point you’ve probably either already seen 
David Lynch’s 18-hour Twin Peaks “reunion” or 
you've heard so many people talking about it 
you don’t ever want to be reminded of it again. 
If you happen not to fall into either of these 
categories, take a chance and delve into one of 
the most unprecedented moments in TV history, 
but you might want to brush up on the old show 
and movie first. 
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ia Monterey Pop (1968) - 
Directed by D. A. Pennebaker 


A truly monumental moment in history, The 
Monterey Pop Festival not only became the 
blueprint for the modern rock festival, but 
launched the careers of Otis Redding, Jimi 
Hendrix, Janis Joplin, The Who and many others 
into the stratosphere, and for a brief moment, 
seemed to fulfill the promise of “peace, love 
and understanding.’ D.A. Pennebaker’s docu- 
mentary captured the excitement of both the 
musical acts and the crowd as they witnessed 
some of the most iconic moments in music 
history, during a cultural turning point. For 
those who really want to dig in, get the deluxe 
blu-ray set featuring over two hours of perfor- 
mances not included in the original film, as well 
as the complete sets of Otis Redding and The 
Jimi Hendrix Experience, which closes with the 
legendary burning of Jimi’s guitar. 


Queens of the Stone Age - 


Villains (MATADOR) 

Find it in: ROCK 

It came as a shock to many a Queens of the 
Stone Age fan that the (seemingly) last rock 
band in the mainstream that rocked would be 
teaming up with Top-40-wiz Mark Ronson for 
their latest record, and if you still have your 
reservations about the end result, listen to it 
on vinyl LP and all the high-end crunch evens 
out and warms up to a sound reminiscent of 
the ’70s, hard rock glory days of Thin Lizzy and 
UFO. Opinions over production aside, Josh 
Homme and Co. deliver the most hooky guitar- 
riffs and bass boogieing in a long time with songs 
like “Domesticated Animals” and “The Evil Has 
Landed,” while tracks like “Fortress” and “Hide- 
away” are reminders that the band’s emotional 
presence and melodic sophistication has always 
been their key to not sounding like just another 
hard rock band. 


HOWARD 


Various Artists — Call Me By 


Your Name (SONY MUSIC/NAXOS) 

Find it in; SOUNDTRACKS 

| am recommending this soundtrack solely for 
the Sufjan Stevens track “Mystery of Love.” 
Don’t get me wrong, the soundtrack as a 
whole is pretty great, but “Mystery of Love” is 
a masterpiece in songwriting. It is the type of 
song that you'll want to sit alone in a poorly lit 


room with no distractions and just get lost in 
the lyrics. | haven’t been moved by a song like 
this in a very long time. 


Beck — Colors (CAPITOL) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Is this the best Beck album out there? No. But | 
will take a mediocre Beck album over about 95% 
of other new stuff coming out. He shied away 
from his more acoustic Sea Change and Morning 
Phase sound and gave us a modern, poppy, and 
electrica influenced album. | generally like the 
more upbeat Odelay and Guero type of Beck so | 
appreciated the change, but | will say that he may 
have gone a little too far to the pop side of the 
spectrum on this album. At the end of the day 
though Beck is a legend and there is very little 
he can do wrong in my eyes... or ears. 


SZA — CTRL (Top Dawe) 

Find it in: SOUL 

| was introduced to SZA when she performed 
a song on some late night talk show, or some- 
thing, and | was very impressed.While her sound 
is not what | would normally put on to listen 
to, her talent makes me forget what | like and 
get sucked in. Out of all the new acts out right 
now | feel like she might be the only one with 
some staying power. | am very interested to see 
what the future holds for this young artist. Defi- 
nitely worth checking out if you haven’t already. 
PS: She got screwed at the Grammys. 


MARYANN 


St. Vincent — Masseduction 
(LOMA VISTA) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Cults — Offering (siINDERLYN) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Jason Isbell and the 400 Unit - 


The Nashville Sound 
(SOUTHEASTERN) 
Find it in: ROCK 


ia The Big Sick (2017) - 
Directed by 
Michael Showalter 


() The Sinner: Season I - 
Created by Derek Simonds , 
Starring Jessica Biel 


MARK B 


20 years with Amoeba is 
an indicator of my ambitionlessness... 
or Amoeba’s awesomeness. 
Maybe a little of both. 


Bitchin’ Bajas — Bajas Fresh 
(DRAG CITY) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

The name of the band doesn’t really work for 
me. It sounds like a bar band that does Beach 
Boys covers. What you actually get is some 
pretty sublime Tangerine Dream-like cinematic 
electronica and a Sun Ra cover, to boot. I’ve 
listened to earlier albums by The BB’s, but this 
one locks it all in. Superb! 


Hiroshi Yoshimura — 
Music For Nine Postcards 


[Reissue] (EMPIRE OF SIGNS) 

| had picked up last year’s re-issue of Yoshimura’s 
1983 Pier & Loft album, which is excellent, but 
diverse and uneven, sounding like a ’collection. 
This re-issue of his celebrated and incredibly 
rare 1982 ambient/classical commission for 
Satoshi Ashikawa’s WAVE NOTATION project 
is just absolutely sublime. Measured and patient, 
fully present while being almost gone, all at the 
same time. Lovely. 


Oh Sees — Ore (CASTLE FACE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The same John Dwyer you know and love, but 
still churning out twists and variations on his 
signature brand of primal rock. There are more 
’70s flavors going on than I’ve heard in a while 
(Vanilla Fudge-like organ) and a couple of long- 
running extensions that could keep running for 
eternity and I’d be just as happy. 
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Protomartyr — Relatives In 


Descent (DOMINO) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Relatives In Descent is deep, literate, and dense 
as a mosh pit by Detroit foursome that refuse 
to be dumb in order to kick out the jams. It’s 
almost overwhelming but they have erected 
enough landmarks with light allusions to those 
that have come before (The Fall, Killing Joke, 
Birthday Party) that we never get lost in the 
murk. Not an album that you'll get a true sense 
of on first listen(s), it takes its time getting under 
your hood. 


Sun Ra — Exotica 

(MODERN HARMONIC) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Offered for the Black Friday RSD, six sides of 
decidedly Les Baxter-esque “Exotica” culled 
from Le Son’yr Ra’s massive output. If you’ve ever 
struggled with issue of listenability in regards to 
the Arkestra, then this is for you. These 25 glis- 
tening gems provide a great space to stay in, or 
a great path to the more challenging sounds that 
await. Bravo to Modern Harmonic for this excel- 
lently curated exhibition! 


Lal & Mike Waterson -— 


Bright Phoebus [Reissue] 
(DOMINO) 

Find it in: FOLK 

These British folkies, Lal & Mike Waterson, are 
a strange couple, and they produce a strange 
take on traditional folk music that, much like 
America’s Michael Hurley or Terry Allen, can 
be off-putting to those that expect their folk 
to be taken seriously. 1972’s Bright Phoebus is a 
bit like taking Shirley Collins’ Albion Country 
Band (which included the Watersons along with 
much of Fairport Convention) and slipping them 
enough of Hurley's “snockgrass” to get them 
just a bit silly. By turns sublime, giggly and tradi- 
tionally serious. | love it. 
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Tom Rogerson with Brian Eno 


— Finding Shore (DEAD OCEANS) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Classical pianist Tom Rogerson gets subtle 
manipulations by ambient master, Brian Eno. It’s 
such an organic marriage that it’s hard, at many 
moments, to decide which comes first. Is the 
piano generating the ideas for the electronics or 
vice versa? They both seem to spring simultane- 
ously from the same thought form. One of my 
most listened to albums of the last month. 


Four Tet — New Energy (Text) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Kieran Hebden’s | Ith (2) album under the Four 
Tet moniker manages to be simultaneously intel- 
lectually aggressive and airily playful as a bossa 
nova. Highly listenable. 


Tip: 
Go see a show at Pappy & Harriet’s in Pioneertown at 
least once in your life. 


DYLANB. 


Like. A nerd? 
Sure lets go with that. 


i Shape of Water (2017) - 
Directed by Guillermo 


del Toro 

Wow. Wow.Wow. This movie has so much going 
for it. This is a monster movie but not in the 
horror genre you might be used to. This is a 
classic love story set in the 1960s where our 
heroine is mute and her love interest is (basi- 
cally) the creature from the black lagoon. Treat 
yourself and see this immediately. 


ia Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri (2017) - 
Directed by Martin McDonagh 


Now | have loved Martin McDonagh for over a 
decade. When | first read and saw his play The 
Pillowman | think | died. My young adolescent 
mind was reborn with a new consciousness 
where so many more avenues of writing and 
storytelling became available to me. He dares 
you laugh when you shouldn’t. He manipulates 
your tears for characters you never wanted to 
like. With Three Billboards getting the acclaim it 
has | couldn’t be happier for him. With a damn 
near perfect cast of Sam Rockwell, Woody 
Harrelson, and the INCREDIBLE Frances 
McDormand (Seriously | can’t say enough things 


about her and this role. It was so freaking good.) 
you are certainly in for a ride. One that will lead 
you to places you may not have wanted to go 
but, in the end, you will have a story to tell anda 
smile on your face. 


The Royal They - 


Foreign Being (KING PIZZA) 

Find it in: PUNK 

Hey. Do you wanna have a fun time throwing 
your arms around and couldn’t care less if you 
hit anything? Then check these peeps out. Foreign 
Being is the sophomore album for The Royal 


They and man | am enjoying the heck outta it. 


They are on the darker side of Pop-punk to be 
sure but enough on both ends for all to enjoy. 


SZA — CTRL (Top Dawe) 

Find it ins: SOUL 

This. Album. | have been singing “Go Gina’ for 
about six months and | don’t really plan on stop- 


ping any time soon. Every track on here is just. 


Ugh. | can’t. It’s all so good. Grab this and never 
look back. 


Zola Jesus — OKovi (SACRED BONES) 
Find it in: ROCK 

So like many people there are times when | get 
really really REALLY fucking sad. You know? The 
world is burning, a processed food chip is the 
president, personal space is becoming a thing 
of the past as we produce more and more and 
more life onto this planet while destroying the 
life that was here before us or along side us at 
alarming rates. All these things can weigh heavy 
on a mind (and other things affect a mind but 
let's not go into that now.) Zola Jesus has put 
out an album that | can just... “‘be” when | listen 
to it. Strip me of my mortal coil and lay me 
down with headphones. | could be held aloft by 
this record with nothing more than a tether to 
reality and | think | would be okay with that. 


Tip: 
Yo guys. If you a nerd too... check out Critical Role. 
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WYATT 


2XL Burzum $hirt / SFV818 Forever 


Current 93 -— Thunder Perfect 


Mind [Reissue] (THE SPHERES) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Summoning - With Doom 


We Come (NAPALM) 
Find it in: BLACK METAL 


Horn — Turm Am Hang 


(NORTHERN SILENCE / IRON BONEHEAD) 
Find it in: BLACK METAL 


Nature And Organisation — 
Beauty Reaps The Blood of 


Solitude [Reissue] 
(TRISOL) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Watain — 
Trident Wolf Eclipse 


(HIS MASTER’S NOISE / CENTURY MEDIA) 
Find it in: BLACK METAL 


Taake — Kong Vinter (KARIsMA) 
Find it in: BLACK METAL 


Arckanum - Den Forstfodde 
(FOLTER) 
Find it in: BLACK METAL 
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Satanic Warmaster — 

We Are The Worms That Crawl 
On The Broken Wings Of 

An Angel (A Compendium Of 


Past Crimes) (WEREWOLF) 
Find it in: BLACK METAL 


White Medal - Jorviking 


[Cassette] (LEGION BLOTAN) 
Find it in: BLACK METAL 


ZACHARY 
BOUVION 


Celebrating My 20 Year Record Store 
Anniversary to Absolutely Zero Fanfare 
(seriously, not even a high five) 


Rainforest Spiritual 
Enslavement — 


Ambient Black Magic (HospITAL) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Einar Selvik — 
Snake Pit Poetry 10” 


(BYNORSE / NORWAY) 
Find it in: METAL 


Prurient — Rainbow Mirror 
(HOSPITAL PRODUCTIONS) 
Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 


Myrkur — Mareridt (RELAPse) 
Find it in: METAL 


Drew McDowall - 


Unnatural Channel (pais) 
Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 


German Oak — Down In The 


Bunker (NOW-AGAIN) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Spoils Of War - 


The (Complete) Spoils Of War 
(WAH WAH / SPAIN) 
Find it in: ROCK 





Daniel J. White — 
Le Lac Des Morts Vivants 


[OST] (OMEGA PRODUCTIONS / FRANCE) 
Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 


Various Artists — Warfaring 


Strangers: Acid Nightmares 
(NUMERO GROUP) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Nico Fidenco — 


Porno Holocaust [OST] 
(DEATH WALTZ / UK) 
Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 


The Gamelan Of 

The Walking Warriors — 
Gamelan Beleganjur & Music 
of the Ngaben Funerary Ritual, 


Bali (AKUPHONE / FRANCE) 
Find it in: WORLD 


Alessandro Alessandroni — 
La Terrificante Notte Del 


Demonio [OST] (cINEDELIC / ITALY) 
Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 


ii AIT The Colours Of The Dark 
(1972) - Directed by 

Sergio Martino 

Import Blu-ray from Shameless Screen Enter- 
tainment 


Chumming With Menstrual 
Blood — Charcurity! [Cassette] 
(VICTORY SHERMAN ROSCOE) 

Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 


im Seven Blood-Stained Orchids 
(1972) -— Directed by 


Umberto Lenzi 
Blu-ray from Code Red 


Tip: 
Read: The Fisherman by John Langan 
Listen: Appendix N Book Club Podcast 


PEGGY 


Jeff Rosenstock -— POST- 
(POLYVINYL) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Cayetana — New Kind Of 


Normal (Pum) 
Find it in: PUNK 


LJ Chris Gethard — 


Career Suicide (DON GIOVANNI) 
Find it in: COMEDY 


Gillian Welch — The Harrow & 


The Harvest (AcoNy) 
Find it in: FOLK 


Propagandhi — Victory Lap 
(EPITAPH) 
Find it in: PUNK 


Iron Chic — You Can/’t Stay Here 
(SIDEONEDUMMY) 
Find it in: PUNK 


Bad Cop/Bad Cop - Warriors 
(FAT WRECK CHORDS) 
Find it in: PUNK 


Pkew Pkew Pkew - + One 
(SIDEONEDUMMY) 
Find it in: PUNK 


Worriers — Survival Pop 
(SIDEONEDUMMY) 
Find it in: PUNK 


Her Body and Other 
Parties: Stories 


by Carmen Maria Machado 
(GRAYWOLF PRESS) 
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GIUSEPPE 


artist/designer @ in_state 


Screature — Old Hand 


New Wove (ETHEL SCULL) 
Find it in: GOTH / INDUSTRIAL 


Errorsmith — 


Superlative Fatigue (PAN) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Linafornia — Yung 
(DOME OF DOOM) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Diamanda Galas — At Saint 


Thomas the Apostle Harlem 
(INTRAVENAL SOUND OPERATIONS) 
Find it in: GOTH / INDUSTRIAL 


Inger Lorre — Live at the 


Viper Room (SWEET NOTHING) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Tip: 
shop instate.etsy.com for all your freaky DIY pop cult tees 


& accessories 


Metal/World Buyer and stuff 





Tomas Fujiwara — 


Triple Double (FIREHOUSE 12) 
Find it in: JAZZ 


William Parker Quartets — 


Meditation/Resurrection 

(AUM FIDELITY) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

To be frank, William Parker can do no wrong, 
either as a performer or as a composer. 
Meditation/Resurrection is a two-disc set, with a 
slightly different lineup for each disc (though 
both feature frequent collaborators Hamid 
Drake and Rob Brown), with the inimitable 
Cooper-Moore on piano on the second disc. 
Both sessions were recorded live during a 
one-day studio session, and each reveal different, 
distinct facets of William Parker’s particular 
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artistic voice, and how that voice filters through 
his bandmates. Parker’s music is an endless well 
of creativity, and he can effortlessly create either 
beauty or chaos, and when he chooses to beau- 
tiful chaos. 


Bell Witch -— Mirror Reaper 
(PROFOUND LORE) 

Find it in: METAL 

With Mirror Reaper, Seattle Funeral Doom 
Duo Bell Witch have really reached something 
next level, to the point of making fans of a few 
Amoeba employees that aren’t into metal in 
the slightest. One song, 83 minutes (broken up 
over either 2 CDs or 2 LPs) that doesn’t default 
into heavy riffing, and instead stays atmospheric, 
mellow and somber for a good part of the dura- 
tion. Bell Witch’s progression over three albums 
has been pretty fascinating, and they just keep 
getting better. 


Spectral Voice — Eroded 


Corridors of Unbeing 

(DARK DESCENT) 

Find it in: METAL 

This album was toward the top of many year- 
end lists, and for good reason. Colorado’s Spec- 
tral Voice has created a compelling album that 
is at times eerie, out-there, grim, or crushing. 
Eroded Corridors is absolutely top-notch Death/ 
Death Doom. 


David S. Ware Trio — 


Live in New York, 2010 
(AUM FIDELITY) 
Find it in: JAZZ 


Charles Duvelle/Various 
Artists — The Photographs of 
Charles Duvelle: Disques OCO- 
RA and Collection PROPHET 
(SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 

Find it in: WORLD 

This book/2-CD set is a massively ambitious 
release, put out by a label that is no stranger to 
ambition. On display is Charles Duvelle’s exhaus- 


tive work documenting cultures throughout the 
world, via both music and photography. This 
release is a crucial crash course in the essential 
work Duvelle did to help preserve and docu- 
ment cultural knowledge and folklore. 


Gal Costa — [ndid (MR. BONGO) 

Find it in: WORLD 

In 1973, with India, Brazilian singer Gal Costa 
released what was likely the best of her career, 
and this classic has mercifully been rereleased 
by Mr. Bongo. Though Tropicalia is a big element 
of the album’s sound, it’s funky, fun, but also 
restrained at times, and a great listen from begin- 
ning to end. If the track “Relance” doesn’t get 
you to at least nod your head on beat, there’s 
something wrong with you. 


Various Artists — 
Even A Tree Can Shed Tears: 
Japanese Folk & Rock 


1969-1973 

(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 

Find it in: WORLD 

This comp features many obscure Japanese 
artists that all conjure up a feeling of peace 
and serenity throughout. To be fair, some ’70s 
schmaltz pops up intermittently, but those 
moments are fleeting and are pretty enjoyable. 
Beginning to end, this is just a nice, fun listen. 


Undergang — Misantropologi 
(DARK DESCENT) 

Find it in: METAL 

Holy moly. This album from Danish Death Metal 
band Undergang is almost ridiculously heavy. 
The vocals have to be heard to be believed. 
Creating an oppressive atmosphere is some- 
thing that Misantropologi does flawlessly. 


Necrot — Blood Offerings 

(TANK CRIMES) 

FIND IT IN: METAL 

High quality, no-nonsense Death Metal from 
the Bay Area. Instead of trying to reinvent 
the wheel, or get lost in virtuosity, Necrot is 
concerned only with making top-notch, quality 
music, and they’ve succeeded once again. 


Craig Taborn - 


Daylight Ghosts (Ec) 
Find it in: JAZZ 


Tim Berne’s Snakeoil — 


Indicentals (Ec™) 
Find it in: JAZZ 


Hermeto Pascoal & 
Grupo Vice Versa — 
Viajando Com O Som: 
The Lost ’76 Vice-Versa 


Studio Session (FAR OUT) 
Find it in: WORLD 


Tyshawn Sorey -— Verisimilitude 
(Pl) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

The fact that composer/bandleader/multi- 
instrumentalist/educator Tyshawn  Sorey _ is 
taking over the teaching duties of the retiring 
Anthony Braxton at Wesleyan University should 
speak volumes. Once again, Sorey straddles the 
line between composed and improvised music, 
drawing from modern composition, jazz, and 
the avant-garde to stellar effect, this time with 
the same piano trio that graced Sorey’s superb 
album Alloy from 2014. 


Wadada Leo Smith - 
Solo: Reflections and 


Meditations on Monk (tum) 
Find it in: JAZZ 


Keiji Haino — Watashi Dake? 
(BLACK EDITIONS) 

Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

To say that Haino is a force of nature would be 
a massive understatement. Through his solo 
releases, endless collaborations, and long-term 
band Fushitsusha, he has shown himself to be 
a wellspring of improvised creativity, and he 
long ago cemented himself as one of the key 
artists of experimental music, though his music 
is impossible to classify, label or sum up. Watashi 
Dake? is, to put it mildly, a harrowing listen, and 
is an essential part of Haino’s output. God bless 
Black Editions for their commitment to the 
release of obscure, challenging Japanese music. 
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CIGGY BOP 


“I’m worth a million in prizes” 


Lou Reed — Transformer (RCA) 
Find it in: ROCK 
Remastered by Lou before he left us as part 


of the box set that came out a while back, 
Transformer still sounds GREAT! 


Ty Segall — Freedom’s Goblin 
(DRAG CITY) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Shredders? Check. Weird time signatures? 
Check. An artist stretching their creative limbs 
to reach new heights? Check. You? CHECK IT 
OUT! 


The Replacements — 


For Sale: Live At Maxwell’s 1986 
(RHINO) 

Find it in: ROCK 

You can feel the inebriation upon listening to 
this one! 


Ezra Furman - 


Transangelic Exodus (BELLA UNION) 
Find it in: ROCK 
A great artist making great records. 


The Cigarette Bums - 


Sidewalkin’ 
| made a record...and this is it! Surfy, garage punk 
for fans of any of the records | mentioned here! 
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RARISIA 


“Ghea.” ~ MC Eiht 


Linafornia — Yung 
(DOME OF DOOM) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 
Choice Track: “Hi Shrimp” 


Kelela — Take Me Apart 
(WARP) 

Find it in: SOUL 

Choice Track: “Frontline” 


C) Broad City: Season 4 - 
Created by Ilana Glazer 
and Abbi Jacobson 


(COMEDY CENTRAL) 
Choice Episode: Episode 4, “Mushrooms” 


Various Artists — Insecure: 
Season 2 [OST] (RA) 

Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 

Choice Track: “Attitude” by Leikeli47 


Bjork — Utopid (ONE LITTLE INDIAN) 
Find it in: ROCK 
Choice Track: “Body Memory” 


Yussef Kamaal — Black Focus 
(BROWNSWOOD) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

Choice Track: “Remembrance” 


Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings 
-— Soul of aq Woman (DAPTONE) 

Find it ins SOUL 

Choice Track: “Just Give Me Your Time” 


Tyler, The Creator — 
Flower Boy (COLUMBIA/LEGACY) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 

Choice Track:“911/Mr. Lonely” 


Miguel — War & Leisure (RcA) 
Find it in: SOUL 
Choice Track:“Come Through & Chill” 


Earth, Wind & Fire - 
The Best Of Earth, Wind & Fire 


Vol. I (SONY LEGACY) 
Find it in: SOUL 
Choice Track: ‘““Can’t Hide Love” 


(Insecure: The Complete 
Second Season — Created by 


Issa Rae and Larry Wilmore 
(HBO STUDIOS) 
Choice Episode: “Hella Open” 


Mary J. Blige — What’s The 41 1? 


(UNIVERSAL MOTOWN) 
Find it in: SOUL 
Choice Track: ‘Love No Limit” 


The Alchemist — 


Rapper’s Best Friend 4 (Atc) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 
Choice Track:“Know Ya Wrong” 


Dj Quik — Quik Is The Name 
(SONY LEGACY) 

Find it ins HIP HOP 

Choice Track: “Tonite” 


BRIAN DAVIS 


<biographical data redacted> 





Grizzly Bear — Painted Ruins 
(RCA) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Various Artists — C88 
(CHERRY RED) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Big Thief — Capacity 
(SADDLE CREEK) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Marlon Williams — 


Make Way For Love (DEAD OCEANS) 
Find it in: ROCK 
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Waxahatchee - 


Out In The Storm (merce) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Clarence Carter — 


Testifyin’? & Patches (KENT) 
Find it in: BLUES 


XTC — Black Sea 
[Definitive Edition] 
(APE HOUSE) 

Find it in: ROCK 


Peter Oren — Anthropocene 
(WESTERN VINYL) 
Find it in: FOLK 


RICK FRYSTAK 


Remembering to remember 
the empty box before me. 
“You Can be anything you want, 
this time around.” 
~Timothy Leary 





Bernard Parmegiani —- 


Rock [OST] (TRANSVERSALES DISQUE) 
Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 

Wonderful, accessible electronic sounds and 
manipulated real sounds make this one of 
Parmegiani’s best projects. One of the godfa- 
thers of electro-acoustic music never ceases to 
dazzle. Now | want to see the film! 


Julianna Barwick — Will 

(DEAD OCEANS) 

Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

Lovely and edgy overdubbed harmony vocals 
with instrumental backgrounds. Vintage chant 
meets female vocal directions in small and large 
settings. Quite graceful yet roiling and tough. 


Turtle Island Quartet — 


Confetti Man (AzicA) 

Find it in: CLASSICAL 

Old pal David Balakrishnan wields a fantastic 
violin in these pieces, and he really gets to shine 
in arranging most of the tracks (check out 
Wayne’s “Infant Eyes”) but his real trip here is 
all his thoughtful, swinging improvisations that 
keep this record in my CD player. Finer string 
music is hard to find. A sumptuous ensemble, 
these Turtles. 
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Anouar Brahem — 


Blue Maqams (ccm) 

Find it in; WORLD 

Sublime, gorgeous and relaxing, Brahem puts 
forth one of his best projects yet, featuring 
jazzmen Jack Dejohnette, Dave Holland and 
Django Bates on piano, who’s such a dynamic 
and introspective player. Brahem leads the vibe 
into a smokey, pastel direction with Dave and 
Jack so cooly providing subtle backing, and 
Bates laying lovely harmonic piano content over 
the single-note playing of Brahem on the oud. 
Captivating. 


Ryuichi Sakamoto -— async 
(MILAN) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Another classic creation, quite hard won 
through throat cancer.A cosmic continuation of 
Sakamoto-san’s sound and style, with layers of 
keyboards, quiet piano and objects of all variety 
processed into what feels like one unbroken 
story. Wondrous. 


Gary Peacock Trio — Tangents 
(ECM) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Spellbinding trio music with Joey Baron on drums 
and Marc Copeland on piano. Diverse direc- 
tions and emotion make this Gary’s best in ages. 
The guy has played with the greatest—Albert 
Ayler, Keith Jarrett, Paul Bley, lots of Pacific Jazz 
sessions—and he’s making great music well into 
80 years of age. Gary, Joey and Marc are perfect 
for each other. ECM sound seals it. 


Bennie Maupin — Moonscapes/ 


Slow Traffic to The Right 
(VOCALION) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Remastered two-fer of saxman’s important late- 
70s work, kinda’ post-Headhunters space funk, 
conscious jazz-rock and electronics. Extensions 
of Miles’ Bitches era, Herbie, and what Eddie 








Henderson was doing, moving “fusion” out of 
cliched 4/4 common-ness and furthering the 
mark of his totally unique sound.A look back at 
some of my favorite music, on this U.K. reissue. 


Ralph Towner — 


My Foolish Heart (ecm) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Maybe my penultimate guitar album, Ralph lays 
it all out on mostly nylon-string classical guitar. 
Tribute to Bill Evans, but totally Ralph in his best 
playing ever. Tricky chords that always release 
into bliss. Personal interpretations of Bill that 
drop the jaw. Be sure to get into this if you're a 
guitar lover. | dig it big time. 


Thomas Newman - 

Thank You for Your Service 
[OST] 

(PENDING.) 

Find it in; SOUNDTRACKS 

One of the most thrilling yet floating, ambient 
works Thom has done. One of my favorites of 
2017. Music, but mostly music used as effects. 
Absolutely brilliant use of arranging and the 
studio. Please, viny!! 


Sir Thomas Beecham 
with the Royal Philharmonic — 


Beecham Conducts Delius 
(ANGEL/EM1I) 

Find it in: CLASSICAL 

Lush, melodic storytelling is composer Fredrich 
Delius’ (1862) bag. If you like Ravel, Copland, 
Takemitsu Orchestral, Debussy, you'll cherish 
the Beecham two-fer right here.Angel pulled off 
an amazing set of recordings here with super- 
cool sound and hip mic placement. Get into 
some lovely and groooovy Brit music! Then we'll 
all be nice, eh? 


Golfam Khayam/ 
Mona Matbou Riahi - 


Narrante (ccm) 

Find it in: WORLD 

| go on and on about this record! It’s so moody, 
just dripping with sensuality. Guitar and clarinet 
staying in medium to low registers, playfully 
and seriously delivering cat & mouse games 
of beating harmonics, oozy melody, and warm 
natural ECM sound, perfectly mixed to hear 
some serious nuance. 


Ahnnu — World Music 

(LEAVING) 

Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

Sound bite heaven. Mostly beat-less samples, 
some short, some long, one after the other, after 
the other etc., molded into new compositions/ 
songs. Ahnnu calls his sounds, “field recordings” 
(but that’s another thing all together, Ahnnu, like 
the wind blowing on a garden gate, rhythmically 
shuttering it, etc.) These are all melodic phrases 
nicely edited. | love listening to them. Two full 
LPs worth. 


Sir Richard Bishop — 
While My Guitar Violently 


Bleeds (LOcusT) 

Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

One side is the usual Bishop exploration, 
but side two is the winner, with Bishop finally 
accomplishing what he’s been after for awhile: a 
wonderful, searching improvised guitar raga but 
this time with a tambura background. A drone 
behind his playing!! Just what he needed. Beau- 
tiful 16th century painting cover. 


Daniel Lentz — River of 1,000 


Streams (COLD BLUE) 

Featuring: Vicki Ray 

Find it in: CLASSICAL 

Vicki Ray, from the California EAR Unit, 
delivers a quite spectacular performance of 
Lentz’s minimalist multi-piano gem, with the 
cascading roiling of cool tones, polyrhythms and 
harmonies building over the 29-minute piece. 
(Mid-price CD). 


Nils Frahm -— All Melody 
(ERASED TAPES) 
Find it in: CLASSICAL 
Lots of keyboards with sequencing, voices, 
instruments and dynamic variety. Maybe Nils’ 
most fully realized record, everything leading up 
to this. Lots of ideas manifested with a satisfying 
fullness, pulling in his past into the now.A nice 
trip anytime. 
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ia The Shape Of Water (2017) - 
Directed by 


Guillermo del Toro 

Just terrific, spellbinding, exciting period fantasy/ 
science fiction as only the master can do. So 
many perfect aspects of this film flummox 
the mind. Story, art direction, set decoration, 
make-up script, acting (Mr. Shannon WAY over 
the top). Not an homage so much as what’s 
really living in the maestro’s head. You'll cherish 
it as an instant classic. 


Omar Souleyman - 


To Syria, With Love (MAD DECENT) 
Find it in: WORLD 

This records rocks in a love letter to Syrian 
people and... well | can’t avoid these great 
grooves. He’s got a new keyboardist replacing 
the great Rizan Said. This cat is right from the 
Sa’id mold but maybe more 4/4 western beats to 
bear. This stuff, like Brazilian Batucada, can never 
get old. 


David Wingo / Jeff Mcilwain — 


Snow Angels [OST] (LAKESHORE) 
Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 

Similar in direction to Wingo’s Loving, this one 
has more going on, with deep string pads in 
minor keys, light synth sequences and melody 
hinted at in many places. Maybe that’s why | take 
to it; there so much melody under the effects 
that | hear, but it’s not front and center. Mystery 
or misery? (I haven’t seen it). Acoustic guitar 
makes me feel like there’s hope, and the small 
ensemble does a great job of balancing many 
emotions and feelings with electronics (I think) 
supporting the band vibe. This might be an older 
release, but it’s new to me and maybe you, too, 
Goes by too fast. 


Tip: 
My radio show, “Roots Music and Beyond”, every 2nd 
Saturday at 6am on KPFK 90.7 FM, KPFK.ORG. 
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VIOLA 


Hamad Kalkaba & 


the Golden Sounds —- 
Hamad Kalkaba & 


the Golden Sounds 1974-1975 
(ANALOG AFRICA) 

Find it in; WORLD 

Finally some great music from 1980s Cameroon! 
As as expected from this label from Germany 
(the owner being a D)), this is very groovy music: 
Afrobeat, horns, and the Gandjal rhythm from 
northern Cameroon, as trippy as the cover. 
Visit the Analog Africa website. 


Les Filles de Illighadad — 


Eghass Malan (sane SOUNDS) 

Find it in: WORLD 

Recorded outside in a village in Niger, this is 
music played and sung by women, featuring 
simple melodies and Tuareg guitars to a charming 
and relaxing effect. Also check out Mdou Moctar, 
who did an in-store at Amoeba 


Various Artists — 
Roots Of Salsa Vol. I: 
Classic Latin Tunes 


Become Salsa Hits 

(GROSSO) 

Find it in: WORLD 

What it says, and the recording quality for such 
old tracks is good. Wonderful trip back in time, 
mostly into old Cuba, into son, guajira, and it's 
full of treasures that prepared the ground for 
today’s salsa hits. Grosso label website has many 
more interesting listings. 


Juan Diego Florez — 

Mozart (sony) 

Find it in: CLASSICAL 

Beautiful recording by Peruvian tenor who 
clearly loves the material. 


Daniil Trifonov — 
Chopin Evocations 


(DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 

Featuring: Mahler Chamber 
Orchestra, Mikhail Pletnev, 

Sergei Babayan. 

Find it in: CLASSICAL 

Refined and passionate recording by young 
Russian piano genius. 





Krystian Zimerman - 
Franz Schubert: Klaviersonaten 


D959 & D960 

(DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 

Find it in: CLASSICAL 

Written shortly before Schubert’s death, fragile 
happiness and melancholy take turns in this 
interpretation by mature pianist 


Evgeny Kissin — Beethoven 
(DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 

Find it in: CLASSICAL 

Double CD of Beethoven sonatas sourced from 
live performances: Explosive and nuanced. 


Various Artists — 

Andina: The Sound of 

the Peruvian Andes — 
Huayno, Carnaval & Cumbia 


1968 to1978 (TIGERS MILK) 

Find it in: WORLD 

For armchair travel: Soundscapes from the Peru 
of 50 years ago: Mostly instrumental tracks, and 
not just cumbias... The compiler, Martin Morales, 
has also written a cookbook to go with this 


Nitin Sawhney -— 


Live at Ronnie Scott’s 

(GEARBOX) 

Find it in: WORLD 

Indian and western music unplugged, simple and 
beautiful, by a composer now mostly known for 
his soundtracks. 


Leif Ove Andsnes -— Sibelius 
(SONY) 

Find it in: CLASSICAL 

Atmospheric, not well-known piano pieces, 
performed beautifully by one of the great living 
pianists. 


Maya Youssef — Syrian Dreams 
(HARMONIA MUNDI) 

Find it in: WORLD 

If you want to learn about Syrian culture, there’s 
a musical way: listening to virtuoso Maya Youssef 
who plays the ganun, a kind of zither, in a not 
quite traditional way...Watch her videos. 


Jean-Guihen Queyras / 
Alexandre Tharaud — Brahms: 
Cello Sonatas, Hungarian 


Dances (WARNER CLASSICS) 

Find it in: CLASSICAL 

Established cello/ piano duo performs romantic 
repertoire as well as its own transcriptions. 


DAVIS JONZ 


This And That 


Catherine Wheel — 


Ferment / Chrome (FONTANA) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Back in the early-1990s music was blessed 
with some amazing era changing alternative 
rock music. One of those groups was England’s 
Catherine Wheel. Some amazing tracks reside 
on these much anticipated re-issued on vinyl 
records. Ferment, their first record was followed 
up by Chrome. It’s not easy to pick the best 
album between the two, so | suggest you buy 
both. In the time of the Seattle Grunge music 
overload they were a welcome change. Both 
records made it on my Desert Island Disc list 
for the 1990s. 


Taylor Swift — Reputation 

(BIG MACHINE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

| still hadn’t recovered from 2014’s 1989 release 
when her new 2017 release came. Reputation is 
a little tougher than /989 and there is nothing 
wrong with that. From beginning to end this 
record will not disappoint. | tried to pick out 
key tracks but it’s pretty impossible to do so. 


Benj Pasek, Justin Paul — 


The Greatest Showman [OST] 
(ATLANTIC) 

Find it in; SOUNDTRACKS 

So to be honest | have yet to see the film itself 
but | decided to give the soundtrack a try 
beforehand.After the initial opening track which 
was a little too SHOWTUNIE for me | was 
pleasantly surprised how many good tracks are 
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on this. Just knowing the premise of the movie 
and then listening to the soundtrack it’s not hard 
to follow along to the story being told. Tracks 
2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 are pretty entertaining. The stand- 
outs are #7 Performed by Loren Alfred and 
#9 performed by Michelle Williams. As a cast 
performance, #2 is probably the best. If you are 
a soundtrack guru give this a try! You do not 


have to be a fan of the movie to enjoy the music. 


I'd make a deal with God & 
I'd get him to swap our places. 


Future Islands — The Far Field 
(4AD) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Drab Majesty - 

The Demonstration (DA\s) 

Find it in: ROCK 

| found myself listening to track #4—“Not JustA 
Name”— obsessively. 


Ariel Pink — Dedicated To 


Bobby Jameson (MEXICAN SUMMER) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Gucci Mane — Mr. Davis 
(ATLANTIC) 

Find it in: HIP-HOP 

Hip-Hop 
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COOL JUSTIN 


I like music.And podcasts. 


Jeff Rosenstock — POST- 
(POLYVINYL) 

Find it in: PUNK 

No one is doing catchy, meaningful pop punk as 
well as Jeff Rosenstock. Actually, it’s a disservice 
to call it pop punk. While his roots are there, 
POST-’s sound is so sprawling and varied that 
Rosenstock is in a class all his own. With the 
opening track, “U.S.A.,” Jeff immediately lets us 
know that these feelings of loneliness and alien- 
ation that we all share can connect us in our 
despair. We are all tired and poor. Stand out 
tracks include “U.S.A.,” “Yr Throat,” “9/10,” “Let 
Them Win.” 


Propagandhi — Victory Lap 
(EPITAPH) 

Find it in: PUNK 

So this band has been putting out politically- 
charged punk rock for over two decades now. 
With their beginnings in the ’90s skate punk 
boom, to their later very hardcore George 
W. Bush-era offerings, Propagandhi has always 
had something interesting to say. While this 
could have been an easy album taking aggres- 
sive potshots at the orange buffoon currently 
occupying the White House, the band instead 
has gone for a more thoughtful approach, both 
lyrically and musically, discussing the underlying 
issues that lead us to here, and in a form that is 
more rock-oriented than any of their previous 
offerings. Don’t worry, it still gets heavy and it 
still gets angry and new guitarist Sulynn Hago 
totally shreds. From police brutality to the 
creeping rise of modern fascism, the lads from 
the land o’ maple leaf syrup and hockey mountie 
lumberjacks have plenty to talk about and have 
never been more relevant. 


Various Artists — 

The Best of 2 Tone (2TONE) 
Find it in: SKA 

Ska will never die but you will. 


BRIAR J 


SAD - After Death 


by Scott Snyder/Jeff Lemire 
(IMAGE) 

My favorite graphic novel of 2017. Lemire’s 
Humanity meets Snyder’s intensity in a new take 
on a classic sci-fi concept. 





St. Vincent — Masseduction 

(LOMA VISTA) 

Find it in: ROCK 

How could anybody listen to this and not lose 
their minds over it? So many great riffs and lyrics 
packed with emotion and feelings. 


ia The Square (2017) - 
Directed by Ruben Ostlund 


I’m surprised that this one hasn’t gotten more 
love. It raises a discussion about community and 
helping your fellow man by taking aim at the 
pretensions of the art community. 


Tip: 
Check out Love + Radio. Best podcast ever.And be nice to 


each other! 


Tricky — Ununiform ('k7) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 





King Crimson - Live in Chicago, 
June 28, 2017 

(DISCIPLINE GLOBAL MOBILE) 

Find it in: ROCK 


Bootsy Collins — 


World Wide Funk (mascot) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Fu Manchu —- Clone of the 


Universe (AT THE Dojo) 
Find it in: ROCK 


HOLLYWOOD PROPERTY 
OWNERS ALLIANCE 


presents 





Earth Arrow performing at last year s 
Make Music Hollywood. 


Via K e Music 


. er) 


on Hollywood bed, ff h 


ONLYINHOLI": 


Janvi Anand performing at last year s 
Make Music Hollywood. 


HOLLYWOOD 


onlyinhwd on Facebook 
Twitter, Instagram & Pinterest 
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Primus — 

The Desaturating Seven 
(ATO) 

Find it in: ROCK 


Will Sessions featuring 
Amp Fiddler — Kindred Live 
(SESSIONS SOUNDS) 

Find it in: JAZZ 





JJ 


THE DAMAJA 


Lover/Fighter 


Starcrawler — Starcrawler 
(ROUGH TRADE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Buy two copies and save one, it'll buy you a 
yacht later in life. This band is seriously good. 


Dirty Fences — Goodbye Love 
(GREENWAY) 

Find it in: PUNK 

Brooklyn’s finest! Catchy but too tuff to chew 
on (Insert lady dancing emoji here). 


Party In The Back 


by Tino Razo 

(MEXICAN SUMMER) 

Beautiful photographic insight into the world of 
a pro skater finding LA’s best abandoned pools. 
Look for his next gallery show! 
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That long-haired Jewish metal kid 


Death - Symbolic 

(ROADRUNNER) 

Find it ins BLACK METAL 

Reading the lyrics throughout the Symbolic 
album, you get a sense of how incredibly pained 
of a human Chuck Schuldiner was. The entire 
album is one long existential crisis—searching 
for answers, longing for the past, going through 
the “Perennial Quest.” His voice throughout 
it all writhes with pure anguish. His extreme 
vocals you can tell are true screams for help— 
not in an overbearing, wanting to die way a la 
DSBM (Depressive Suicidal Black Metal), but in 
the way all who find themselves futilely trying to 
take hold of that in the universe which cannot 
be grasped scream internally day by day. Those 
of us unable to come to terms with the inevi- 
table endless passage of time, and those of us 
who find ourselves lost again and again in the 
sweet rose-colored nostalgia of the past. Chuck 
understood. Aside from the songwriting itself, it 
is this fact that takes the record to new heights. 
It is easily the most emotionally bearing extreme 
metal album ever made—something which itself 
is rare for the genre. The greatest and most 
powerful piece of art extreme metal has ever 
seen, sitting atop its own mountain. 


Tip: 
Feel free to hit me up if youre looking to play some proggy 
metal shit.Always looking for new dudes to jam with 


Queens of the Stone Age - 
Villains (MATADOR) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Favorite tracks: 3 & 8 


Paramore -— After Laughter 
(FUELED BY RAMEN) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Favorite tracks: 5 & 6 


Sheer Mag - Need to Feel 
Your Love (STATIC SHOCK) 

Find it in: PUNK 

Favorite tracks: | & 4 


Josie & the Pussycats — 

Music From the Motion Picture 
(MONDO) 

Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 

Favorite tracks: 3,4, & 6 


Bomba Estereo — Ayo 
(SONY MUSIC LATIN) 

Find it in: WORLD 

Favorite tracks: 3,4, & 7 


The Darkness — 


Pinewood Smile (COOKING VINYL) 
Find it in: ROCK 
Favorite tracks: |, 3, & 8 


Liam Gallagher — As You Were 
(WARNER BROS.) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Favorite tracks: | & 8 


Noel Gallagher — Who Built 


the Moon? (sour MASH) 
Find it in: ROCK 
Favorite tracks: The Dark Side (side B) 


Hit So Hard 
by Patty Schemel 


(DA CAPO PRESS) 


xELEGYx — Deliverance 


[Cassette] (RAGE) 
Find it in: PUNK 





Candy — Candy Says 7” (TRIPLE B) 
Find it in: PUNK 


Fireburn — Don’t Stop the 


Youth (DEATHWISH) 
Find it in: PUNK 


Buried Feather — Mind of the 


Swarm (COBRA SNAKE NECKTIE) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Blu & Exile — In the Beginning: 


Before the Heavens 
(FAT BEATS/DIRTY SCIENCE) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 





Alessandro Alessandroni — 
Lost & Found - Unreleased 
Soundtracks and Library 
Treasures From an Italian 


Maestro (1972-1978) (FouR FLIES) 
Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 


Elder -— Reflections of a 


Floating World (ARMAGEDDON SHOP) 
Find it in: METAL 


U-men —- U-men (up Pop) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Husker Du —- Savage Young Du 
(NUMERO) 
Find it in: PUNK 


Wolftooth -— Wolftooth 
(CURSED TONGUE) 
Find it in: METAL 


PETE 


Angelo Badalamenti/Various 
Artists — Twin Peaks (Limited 


Event Series Soundtrack) 
(RHINO) 

Find it in; SOUNDTRACKS 

The original series album remains a personal 
“desert island disc,’ so any new music from 
Mr. Badalamenti for Mr. Lynch is a given. The 
companion album of various music heard at the 
Roadhouse is also worthy of a spin. 
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Sharon Jones & 

The Dap-Kings - 

Soul of aq Woman (DAPTONE) 

Find it in: SOUL 

A fitting final outing for Miss Jones. Classic soul 
from a classic artist, whose time in the spotlight 
was way too short but burned very bright. 


Saint Etienne — Home Counties 
(HEAVENLY) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The Britpop trio is still in fine form, with produc- 
tion duties capably handled by Shawn Lee. Single 
“Dive” is retro-disco perfection. 


Patrick Cowley — Afternooners 
(DARK ENTRIES) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Music composed for an early-’80s gay porn that 
transcends its reason for existence. Excellent 
synth compositions, minus the sound effects. 


Jackie Shane — Any Other Way 
(NUMERO GROUP) 

Find it in; SOUL 

As one reviewer put it, “quite possibly the 
greatest sixties soul singer you’ve never heard 
of.” One of the most highly recommended 
reissues of 2017 across the board. 


Various Artists —- 
Baby Driver (Music From 


the Motion Picture) 

(30TH CENTURY RECORDS/COLUMBIA) 

Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 

Edgar Wright's compilation makes for a mightily 
entertaining mixtape, in either its single or 
double disc incarnations. Pop it on and take a 
drive. 





100 MUSICWELIKE + Spring/Summer 2018 


DOOMDEATH 
(PETE 
MAJORS) 


I like to make noise 





Loke Rahbek & Frederik 


Valentin — Buy Corals Online 
(EDITIONS MEGO) 
Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 


Corrosion Of Conformity — 


No Cross No Crown 
(NUCLEAR BLAST) 
Find it in: METAL 


Godflesh — Post Self 
(AVALANCHE) 
Find it in: METAL 


Solid Space —- Space Museum 
(DARK ENTRIES) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Perelandra — Perelandra 


[Cassette] 
(RISING BEAST) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Alexandra Atnif — 


Rhythmic Brutalism Vol. | & 2 
(EM RECORDS) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Tau Cross — Pillar Of Fire 
(RELAPSE) 
Find it in: METAL 


Hvide Sejl, Varg & F. Valentin 


— Brazil (POSH ISOLATION) 
Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 


Patrick Cowley - 


Afternooners (DARK ENTRIES) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Rafael Anton Irisarri — 


Shameless Years (UMOR REX) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


JK Flesh — Suicide Estate 
(HOSPITAL PRODUCTIONS) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Martial Canterel — Lost At Sea 
(DAIS) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Minor Conquest — 


Year Of The Child [Cassette] 
(MONASTERY FORTRESS) 
Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 


Various Artists — 
Tokyo Flashback 


(BLACK EDITIONS) 
Find it in: ROCK 


The Art Of Tiki 
by Sven Kirsten & 
Otto von Stroheim (LAST GASP) 


Henry & Glenn Forever & 
Ever: Completely Ridiculous 


Edition by Tom Neely 
(MICROCOSM) 


Kyle Dixon & 
Michael Stein — Stranger Things 


2 (LAKESHORE) 
Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 


Full Of Hell - 


Trumpeting Ecstasy 
(PROFOUND LORE) 
Find it in: METAL 


Alessandro Cortini — Avanti 
(THE POINT OF DEPARTURE) 
Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 


Rainforest Spiritual 
Enslavement — 


Ambient Black Magic 
(HOSPITAL PRODUCTIONS) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


Pauline Anna Strom — 


Trans-Millenia Music (RVNG INTL.) 
Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 


Tip: 
STOP COLLECTING & START LISTENING! 





THE SETH 
MERIWETHER 


I burn easily in the sun. 





Lightning Hopkins - 

Texas Blues Man (ARHOOLIE) 

One of the best assemblages of Mr. Hopkins 
work and on a fun color vinyl too! 


Big Mama Thorton - 
Big Mama Thorton: The Queen 
at Monterey (ARHOOLIE) 


Find it in: BLUES 
You need Big Mama in your life. 


Death of Kings — 

Kneel Before None 

(702318 RECORDS DK) 

Find it in: METAL 

| know absolutely nothing about metal, but | 
know this is great. Great group out of Atlanta. 
Zeke even said “wow, yeah that’s pretty good.” 


Fleet Foxes — 


The Electric Lady Session 10” 
(NONESUCH) 

Find it in: FOLK 

Super great tunes to start off a Sunday morning. 


JONP 


A DC native transplanted to the West. 
| supply words and images for 
The Vinyl District and Sensi Magazine. 
Black Sabbath, black coffee, and 
black Vans are life. Stoner rock is the 
soundtrack to most of my days. 


Fu Manchu - Clone of the 


Universe (AT THE Dojo) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The kings of stoner rock have returned with 
their |2th studio album, Clone of the Universe. It’s 
been four years since Gigantoid, and The Fu keep 
moving forward, raging through burners like 
“Don’t Panic,’ and grinding to a murky crawl on 
“Nowhere Left to Hide,” but the track every Fu 
fan will be talking about is the album closer, “ll 
Mostro Atomico.” At a hefty 18 minutes and 43 
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seconds, this mostly-instrumental is new ground 
for the band. An epic adventure in four parts, 
with a guest appearance from the legendary 
Alex Lifeson of Rush, the song rises from the 
deep like a waking Kaiju, only to veer off in 
another direction, then seamlessly speed things 
up to an explosive climax, and you realize there’s 
still five minutes left in the song. Fu Manchu are 
back, and have leveled up in a big way with Clone 
of the Universe. 


Brant Bjork — Europe 716 
(NAPALM) 

Find it in: ROCK 

If you are a stoner rock fan and haven't followed 
former Kyuss drummer Brant Bjork’s career 
since exiting Kyuss in 1994, you are cheating 
yourself out of some really fantastic tunes. This 
time around, Brant documented his 2016 Euro- 
pean tour for our listening pleasure. Whether 
it’s the snaky grooves of “Buddha Time,’ an 
ode to our favorite plant, “The Gree Heen,” or 
the energy boost of “Controllers Destroyed,” 
Brant delivers mostly recent material in high 
order (pun intended), occasionally letting songs 
breathe and evolve into a tasty jam before 
getting right back in step. Good buddy Sean 
Wheeler of Throw Rag fame joined Brant for 
the tour, accompanying the band for the encore 
and closing things out with “Freaks of Nature,” 
and old Brant Bjork and the Bros tune from 
2003. This live show is a perfect snapshot of 
Brant Bjork in the present with a slight nod to 
the past, and the view from here is mighty fine. 


Corrosion of Conformity - 


No Cross No Crown (NUCLEAR BLAST) 
Find it in: ROCK 

In 2015, CoC fans got to see the heralded return 
of Pepper Keenan to the lineup, hitting the road 
to shake the rust off and see how things went. 
CliffNotes: things went smashing, they sounded 
better than ever, and in 2018 we finally have the 
first CoC album with Pep since 2005’s In the 
Arms of God.And what a return it is! Bludgeoning 
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you right away with “The Luddite,” the tone is 
set for 15 tracks of rock fire;a bit more focused 
and mature than previous years, but undeniably 
good old CoC. Don’t skip “Cast the First Stone” 
and “Wolf Named Crow!” 


The Midnight Ghost Train - 
Cypress Ave. (NAPALM) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Imagine if you will, a heavy stoner rock trio that 


listens to a ton of Tom Waits and Nick Cave. 


You're heading in the right direction to get to 
the Midnight Ghost Train. The Kansas trio have 
created a poetic masterpiece of dark tales, subtle 
warnings, love and loss while drawing influences 
from all across the musical map. The groovy 
swagger of “Red Eyed Junkie Queen” is punc- 
tuated by the gravelly growl of singer/guitarist 
Steve Moss, and the band’s sound for the whole 
album seems to fill the entire room, even in 
quieter moments. This album will take you on 
a trip, and you need to just sit back and go with 
it, then listen again. This is like beat poetry and 
bard storytelling in a heavy rock disguise. 


Monolord — Rust (RIDINGEASY) 

Find it in: METAL 

Swedish doom metal titans Monolord have been 
grinding it out since 2014, with a steady pattern 
of amazing albums and tour cycles that leave 
trails of debris in their wake, and Rust keeps 
that trend going. Opening with the crushing riffs 
and haunting vocals of “Where Death Meets the 
Sea,’ the next hour of your life is the painful 
pleasure that only good, true doom metal can 
give you. Sorrowful, downtuned guitars paint the 


backdrop for these melancholy masterpieces. 


Easily the Doom Metal Album of 2017. **Close 
Runner-Up for Doom Album of the Year is With 
the Dead — Love from With the Dead.** 


Tip: 

Eating at Doomie’s Vegan. Reading a book from Skylight 
Books. Getting high and staring at the dome painting at 
Griffith Observatory. 


JEFF P 


Drab Majesty — 


The Demonstration (DA\s) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Death of Lovers — 


The Acrobat (DA\s) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Entry — No Relief 7” 
(DUNE ALTAR) 
Find it in: PUNK 


Glaare -— To Deaf and Day 


(DUNE ALTAR) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Converge — The Dusk In Us 
(EPITAPH) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Chelsea Wolfe — Hiss Spun 
(SARGENT HOUSE) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Planning For Burial - 


Below the House (FLENSER) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Bully — Losing (sus Pop) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Power Trip — Nightmare Logic 
(SOUTHERN LORD) 
Find it in: METAL 


King Woman - 
Created in the Image 


of Suffering (RELAPSE) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Wildspeaker — Spreading Adder 
(PROSTHETIC) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Brian Fallon — Sleepwalkers 
(ISLAND) 
Find it in: ROCK 





WWW. BOOTLEGBTHEATER.ORG 


0990 BEVERLY BLVD. LOS AWBELES. CA 
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JP 


Podcaster and a pretty swell dude 


Power Trip — Nightmare Logic 
(SOUTHERN LORD) 
Find it in: METAL 


House music all night long! 


Chelsea Wolfe — Hiss Spun 
(SARGENT HOUSE) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Starcrawler — Starcrawler 
(ROUGH TRADE) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Myrkur — Mareridt (ReLApse) 
Find it in: BLACK METAL 


Zola Jesus -— Okovi 
(SACRED BONES) 
Find it in: ROCK 


L.A. Witch — L.A. Witch 
(SUICIDE SQUEEZE) 
Find it ins ROCK 


<= New Orleans Vampires: 
History and Legend 


by Marita Woywod Crandle 
(THE HISTORY PRESS) 
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PATRICK L 
PUCKETT 


Wheeler Walker Jr. - 


OP Wheeler 

Find it in: COUNTRY 

A few years ago Wheeler Walker Jr. was frus- 
trated with a dismal career in country music, 
and decided to record what he thought would 
be his last album, an album where he could say 
whatever the hell wanted. That album, Redneck 
S**t, became an overwhelming success. He 
follows up in 2017 with Ol Wheeler. This album 
is irreverent, lewd, and absolutely hilarious. The 
songs are very well produced. It’s both a good 
country and comedy album. If you’re looking for 
a gift for that inappropriate uncle—or just want 
a naughty track to dance to—pick up a copy. Put 
the kids to bed before listening... there’s strong 
language. 





ia The Hill (1965) —- 
Directed by Sidney Lumet, 


starring Sean Connery 

As a kid | loved watching James Bond movies 
and would daydream about being just like 007 
when | grew up. Now that I’m an adult | realize 
what a ridiculous notion that was, especially 
when being like Sean Connery is much better. 
Probably the best performance I’ve seen him in 
is The Hill—a story about a soldier who hates 
authority and is sent to prison during WWII. 
One of director Sydney Lumet’s best. It’s out of 
print so jump on it before we run out. 


ia Logan Lucky (2017) - 
Directed by 
Steven Soderbergh 


Starring Channing Tatum, 

Adam Driver, Daniel Craig 

Heist films are some of my favorites and this one 
was as good as | wanted it to be. Logan Lucky 
is a story about a down on its luck southern 
family who decides to upgrade their lifestyle by 
robbing a NASCAR race. This movie delivers 
on all counts. Great action, great comedy, great 
story. 


Joey Coco Diaz - 


Sociably Unacceptable 

(COMEDY DYNAMICS) 

Find it in; COMEDY 

Joey Diaz is one of the funniest people I’ve ever 
seen. His new album Sociably Unacceptable is 





nothing short of a masterpiece. You'll laugh till 
your sides hurt. Joey Diaz can be seen live on a 
regular basis at the Comedy Store on Sunset in 
West Hollywood. He also hosts The Church Of 
What’s Happening Now Podcast. 


ia Jerry Lewis — Nutty Professor 
50th Anniversary Set 


Last year we lost a legend in Comedy and a 
pioneer in film making, Jerry Lewis. Right now 
Amoeba has the 50th anniversary DVD set of 
the Nutty Professor. This is a must for any Jerry 
Lewis fan. This set contains Nutty Professor, 
Cinderfella, and The Errand Boy on DVD, all with 
special features. In addition you'll receive a 
40-page book of rare photography and pages 
from Jerry’s personal script, a book of story 
board sketched, a CD of phone calls and much 
more. There are also many other Jerry Lewis 
films available as well. 


Chris Stapleton — 


From A Room Volume I & 2 
(COUNTRY) 

Recently I’ve been falling in love with country 
music especially the older stuff. But there is a 
new legend in the making—Chris Stapleton. His 
smash hit track “Tennessee Whiskey” got the 
attention of most the music listening public as 
the soulful voice that oozed from his big beard 
was both R&B soulful and Classic country twang. 
This year he released two albums, From A Room 
Volume | and Volume 2. It’s rare when | not only 
recommend albums to friends and family, but | 
buy multiple copies and send it to them. These 
two albums have heart.VWhether it’s the lament 
of songs like “Drunkard’s Prayer” and “Broken 
Halos,” or the whiskey-filled edge of “Up To No 
Good Livin’’and “Midnight Train To Memphis,” 
Chris Stapleton sings in a way that touches 
the deepest part of human emotion. Staple- 
ton’s cover of Willie Nelson’s “The Last Thing | 
Needed, First Thing This Morning” is a classic in 
its own right. Chris Stapleton is well on his way 
to cementing himself as a country legend. 


Momus - Create | Procreate 
(CHERRY RED) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Remastered for the first time, and on CD for 
only the second time, now housed in a beau- 
tiful slipcover, the first three Momus albums 
recorded for Creation Records are now avail- 
able in a gorgeous Create | Procreate boxed set. 
Each album has been pristinely remastered and 
includes rare bonus tracks. For the uninitiated, 
Momus is a one-eyed Scottish troubadour with 
early Postcard Records leanings... at least in this 
set. Lyrics are wry, hilarious and disturbing all at 
once.A great place to start with Momus, whose 
30+ album career can be a bit intimidating. 


10 GREAT 780s 12”s YOU MAY 
NOT HAVE HEARD 


Search Party — Urban Foxes 


| 2”? (MAGNET) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Tony Mansfield produced synthpop for fans of 
Naked Eyes and Human League. 


Space Monkey — Can’t Stop 


Running 12” (iNNERVISION) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Fantastic new romantic synthpop using Wham’s 
backing band. Look out for Space Monkey’s 1985 
album On The Beam to get a 3-CD reissue this 
year. 


Hambi And The Dance — 


25 Tears A Day 12” (Mca) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Hi NRG new wave produced by A Flock Of 
Seagull’s Mike Score. Hambi is a Liverpool legend 
and his two albums should be sought out imme- 
diately. 


Those French Girls — 


Sorry Sorry 12” (sAFAri) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Androgynous glam guitary new wave. Both theA 
and B sides are killer. 


The Quarks — Mechanical 12” 
(MAGNET) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Quite possibly the greatest 80s new wave song 
no one has ever heard of. Skip the 7” and go for 
the 12” which features a spectacular extended 
remix. 


MUSIC WELIKE %* Spring/Summer 2018 105 


The Mystery Girls - 


Ash In Drag 12” (Aa™) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The Mystery Girls (all men, btw) tried to 
become the New York Dolls of the ’80s. It didn’t 
happen, but it should’ve. 


Blue Zoo — Somewhere In 
The World There’s A Cowboy 


Smiling 12” (MAGNET) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Don’t be put off by the word cowboy” in the 
title, this is strictly new romantic synthpop. 
Cherry Red recently put out their sole album 
2X2 featuring a slew of bonus tracks. 


Still Life — Away From This 


Town 12” (REGARD) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Summery, breezy jangly synthpop that seems 
to grow better with age. Their other two 
singles were only released on 7”, but this one 
features a killer “Loud And Long” version of 
the A side. 


Reward — Strangers This Time 


12% (IMPRESSION) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Perhaps they got lost in the UK shuffle of guy 
liner and big scarves, or maybe it was their 
quasi-anonymous name, but Reward released 
this fantastic single that is an absolute earworm. 
Hunt it down. 


Here’s Johnny —- Love You 


To Death 12” (RCA) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Looking for another Duran Duran? Look no 
further. These guys take chances and delivered 
four incredible |2’’s between 1985-1986. Their 
album Merry Hell remains unreleased, but their 
singles are worth hunting down. 
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JESSE 
SAPPELL 


Various Artists — 
Miracle Steps (Music From The 


Fourth World) (optimo) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Excellent various artist compilation that 
includes everything from lesser-known artists 
of the early-’80s all the way up to artists who 
just started releasing music this past year. 
The theme here is Fourth World, a term coined 
by Jon Hassell (who also features on this comp.) 
Think ambient music accompanied by a more 
‘world’ centric sound pallette, and experimental 
song structures. The Larry Chernicoff track is a 
highlight, as well as the X.Y.R. tune. The whole 
thing is quite a ride! 





exael / uon — exael / uon 


[Cassette] (ANoMA) 

Find it in: EXPERIMENTAL 

Two of my favorite artists of this past year that 
also happen to be in a romantic partnership. 
This release serves as their love letter to one 
another. Totally unique and inspired ambient/ 
dubby zones to sink into. Buy anything on site 
from either one of them! 


Ulitrafog — Faces, Forgotten 


[Cassette] (SOLITUDE SOLUTIONS) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Ultrafog is a recording artist from Japan who 
made waves this past year with two standout 
releases; the one mentioned above, as well as 
another split cassette with ‘m do’ on Barcelona- 
based imprint Angoisse (which also comes highly 
recommended). Faces, Forgotten was my most 
listened to release of this past year (it did come 
out in 2016, though.) As the title might suggest, 
the release has a lot to do with memory. Each 
song on here represents emotions attached to 
specific settings, events, or people in his life. In 
a way it seems almost like an effort to capture 
these memories somewhat permanently even 
if the recollection is faint or fading. Sublime 
release all the way through! 


Tradition — Captain Ganja and 


The Space Patrol (BOKEHVERSIONS) 
Find it ins: REGGAE 

Essential re-issue of relatively uknown sci-fi dub 
classic from 1980 by Tradition. Thanks to Bokeh 
Versions, a U.K.-based record label whose focus 
(until this re-issue) was on outernational dub 


excursions of the present, people can discover 
the gem that is Captain Ganja and The Space 
Patrol. If you’re a fan of Prince Jammy Destroys 
the Space Invaders then this is right up your 
alley. Tradition did it first! 


JOE 
SARTEE 


Rock floor/punk vinyl! 








Backtrack — Bad To My World 
(BRIDGE NINE) 

Find it in: PUNK 

Kick to the head, NYC, Bridge Nine hardcore. 


The One Inside 
by Sam Shepard (KNopr) 


The world lost another great last year with the 
passing of one of America’s most important 
playwrights. Shepard did leave us with a genius 
work of fiction (his first novel) in 2017, though. 
His prose holds the same fire as his poetry, the 
narrative is both harsh and intimate, and we get 
a deeper look at this extraordinary artist’s life 
well lived. Rest In Peace, Sam. 


Tokimonsta — Lune Rouge 
(YOUNG ART) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Miraculous comeback from brain surgery aside 
(and having to essentially relearn music), this 
album is stunning. Jennifer Lee is smashing up 
the male dominated world of electronic music 
yet again with another work of gold. Poppy, but 
with the same taste, class and style as her earlier 
work that | first came to love. This Angelino has 
yet to disappoint. She’s still on the come-up, 
keep your ears out. 


Trickfinger — Trickfinger II 

(ACID TEST) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

| don’t want to be biased or anything because 
he’s my favorite musician, but | slobbered all 
over this thing. John Frusciante’s music, no 
matter how gentle or mild is never easy listening. 
It takes a whole lot of emotional stamina to 
just sit down and listen to any of his records. 
Trickfinger II is no different. Find a quiet spot, 
turn the lights out, hear it with your full atten- 
tion and | dare you not to cry. ALSO, NIANDRA 
LADES AND USUALLY JUST A T-SHIRT IS NOW 
OUT ON VINYL!!! Slobber slobber slobber. 


The Secon Cite 


TRAINING CENTER 
HOLLYWOOD 


DO IT 
AST! 


IMPROV INTENSIVES & 


EXPRESS CLASSES 


USE CODE RECORD 
FOR 15% Ors 
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BRAD 


Holy Motors — Slow Sundown 
(WHARF CAT) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Moaning — Moaning (sus Pop) 
Find it in: ROCK 


U.S. Girls — In A Poem 


Unlimited (4Ap) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Shopping —The Official Body 
(FAT CAT) 
Find it in: ROCK 


The Soft Moon — Criminal 
(SACRED BONES) 
Find it in: ROCK 


Turning Violet frontwoman 





Lilly Hiatt — Trinity Lane 

(NEW WEST) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Lilly Hiatt’s music falls somewhere in between 
Americana and ’90s-influenced rock, with a 
touch of twangy folk. The daughter of John Hiatt, 
her voice is a distinctive blend of sweetness 
and hard-living, and her lyrics are razor sharp. 
The songs alternate between joyful and heart- 
breaking without losing their energy or wit. 


Wolf Parade — Cry Cry Cry 

(SUB POP) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Wolf Parade continues to be buoyed by the 
complementary songwriting and vocal styles 
of its two frontmen. As always, the keyboard 
and lead guitar on the new album intertwine 
in distinctive ways, and the melodies leap from 
moody to joyful and several shades in between. 


Shadows of The Dark Crystal 


by J.M. Lee (GROSSET & DUNLAP) 

In 2013, the Jim Henson Co. held a contest to 
find an author to write an official Dark Crystal 
prequel book, and J.M. Lee was the winner. 
Shadows of The Dark Crystal is Book One in what 
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will be a quadrilogy, and it’s an absorbing, all-ages 
adventure story with a likable Gelfling heroine. 
The books take place even earlier than (and may 
lead up to?) the upcoming Netflix Dark Crystal 
prequel series, Age of Resistance. 


ia Tales of The Night 
(Les contes de Ia nuit) O11) —- 
Directed by Michel Ocelot 


Tales of The Night is an elegant, animated French 
film with six stories that blend history and fairy 
tales, set around the world. The stories are 
clever, but the animation is the real wonder; 
it's done mostly in silhouettes with details and 
backgrounds in brilliant color. And in between 
each tale,a group of silhouetted storytellers fuss 
over what they should do next. 


ii American Fable (2017) - 
Directed by Anne Hamilton 


American Fable is about a fanciful young girl on a 
farm who discovers that there is a man locked 
up inside the silo that her father warned her to 
avoid. Barely able to distinguish her daydreams 
from reality, she slowly pieces together the 
dark scenario in which her family is involved. It’s 
beautifully shot and well-acted. 


FANCY 
SINATRA 


Jessica Lea Mayfield — 

Sorry Is Gone (ATO) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Also check out her album: Make My Head Sing 














Unqualified by Anna Faris 
(DUTTON) 

| haven’t had the chance to read this yet, but 
her podcast Anna Faris is Unqualified is amazing. 
| have listened to every episode and | can’t get 
enough. | imagine the book will be just as outra- 
geous, hilarious, and relatable. 


Every Night Is Saturday Night 
by Wanda Jackson with 
Scott B. Bomar (BMG Books) 


Haven’t been able to put this book down since 
| started it. 


Hit So Hard: A Memoir 
by Patty Schemel (HACHETTE) 


A must read for any Hole fan. 


Yeah Yeah Yeahs — 


Fever To Tell (INTERSCOPE) 
Find it in: ROCK 
Yeaaaaah 


DANIEL TURES 


Crown Prince of Zydeco 


Sufis — After Hours 


(BURGER) 
Find it in: ROCK 

Spacious AM stoner blooze that sounds like it 
came from another decade—NRBQ, Mandrake 
Memorial, Zappa, DeMarco, and the disco Dead 
are all in the tree. Heavy on the electric piano, 
splashy drum funk, rumpled vox, and Floydian 
SFX. Nashvilleans Calvin Laporte and Evan 
Smith have been making this stuff for a few years 
now, and they have thought their way back into 
the good old days. Calgon take me away! 


Bill Brewster — Bill Brewster 


Presents Tribal Rites (Eskimo) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

Epic 3-disc set from UK disc jock wordsmith and 
taste futurist Bill B abstracts a lifetime of deep 
digging into a lovely long listen. Wanders from 
apocalyptic psych-folk to rainy day country-soul, 
on into Loft/Gallery protodisco, the Raincoats, 
and modern dancefloor nuggets like Maurizio 
and Chicken Lips. Rite bountiful. 


John Maus - Screen Memories 
(RIBBON RECORDS) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The elusive Maus returns with a masterful 
new album pulsing with moody synths, alien 
arpeggios, midnight slink and haunting baritone 
murmur. Nostalgia via implanted memories. 


B12 — Electro-Soma / + Il 


Anthology (warp) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

In the early ’90s, British heads like B12’s Mike 
Golding and Steve Rutter spun Kraftwerk 
fantasies and the Detroit sound of Juan Atkins 
into new electro-dystopian gold. Cold, cerebral 
spaces and byways cut through the rave chaos 
and still shine clear today. Less arty than the 
work of Autechre or Aphex and not so freaky as 
LFO, but still vastly charming and easily mistak- 
able for Carl Craig, Electro-Soma endures as an 
essential Warp item. This new release adds an 
extra set of ’90s rarities and new work in a 
similar vein. 


Various Artists — Warfaring 


Strangers: Acid Nightmares 
(NUMERO GROUP) 

Find it in: ROCK 

The Numero Group takes a step back in time 
from the protometal of Darkscorch Canticles 
into Acid Nightmares: tainted nuggets distilled 
from the death of the hippie dream. A truly 
visionary set of hippie howls, thudding rhythms, 
and blazing guitar detune, scraped up from the 
biker underbelly. America wants you to forget 
this music. 


Omni —- Multi- Task 

(TROUBLE IN MIND) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Yes! Kinetic Atlanta postpunks wrangle wiry 
new rock forms, drawing inspiration from the 
elan of forebears Pylon, Television, and Pere Ubu. 
Clean guitars, choppy chords, jagged lines, and 
the deadpan alienation of vocalist/bassist Philip 
Frobos, all multitasking in synchronous disso- 
nance. Only in the A. 
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Dimitri from Paris — 


Salsoul Mastermix (sALSOUL) 

Find it in: ELECTRONICA 

In the 10 or so years the Cayre brothers spent 
releasing percussive disco creations and Latin 
soul, from the mid-’70s til the mid-’80s on 
Salsoul, they burned a long legacy of unstoppable 
underground hits that still sound fabulously 
fresh. Paris-based selector Dimitri gives you a 
double dose of Salsoul |2’’s, mixed into an ever- 
building and flowing river of disco greatness. 


King Gizzard and the Lizard 


Wizard —- Gumboot Soup 
(FLIGHTLESS) 

Find it in: ROCK 

These SciFi Aussie prog-rockers came in just 
under the wire on their goal to release five full 
albums in 2017—this one crossed the finish 
line digitally just before the champagne popped. 
Great as they are in manic messianic metal 
mode, Gumboot Soup is really the best of the 
lot, being quite a bit songier and relaxed than 
the rest. Angular Bowie funk and moodly radio 
schmooze portends future greatness for a band 
of wildmen who have already proven they can 
incinerate at will. 


U-Men — U-Men (sus pop) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Like the Wipers or the Butthole Surfers in the 
mid-’80s, Seattle’s U-Men created grimy, primal, 
unpredictable rock for everyone who didn’t fit 
in—a bridge between ’60s wild childs like the 
Sonics, 70s freakazoids like Pere Ubu and ’90s 
grunge. Now Sub Pop collects their best record- 
ings and unleashes it all again on an unsuspecting 
world. Feral, confrontational, exhilarating. 
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KAL V. 


Alexandre Desplat - 


The Shape Of Water [OST] 
(VERVE) 
Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 


Horsepower Productions — 


Crooks, Crime & Corruption 
(TEMPA) 
Find it in: ELECTRONICA 


DAVID 
WATKINS 


Roberto Pregadio & 
Romano Mussolini —- 


Satanik [OST] (DAGorED) 
Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 





Roberto Pregadio & 
Romano Mussolini — 


Kriminal [OST] (pacoreb) 
Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 


Ennio Morricone — 


L’Alibi [OST] (DAGoRED) 
Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 


Sandro Brugnolini - 


Gli Arcangeli [OST] (DAGoRED) 
Find it in: SOUNDTRACKS 


Lee Hazlewood -— Forty 
(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 
Find it in: OLDIES 


Elvis Presley — 
A Boy From Tupelo: 
The Complete 1953-1955 


Recordings (RCA/SONY LEGACY) 
Find it in: OLDIES 


Esquivel — Other Worlds 


Other Sounds (waxTIME) 
Find it in: EASY LISTENING 


Mol Kamach & 
Baksey Cham Krong - 


Ne Penser Qu’a Toi 7” 
(AKUPHONE) 
Find it in: WORLD 


KWAME JAW 


Work smarter not harder 


03 Greedo — 


Money Changes Everything 
(GOLDEN GRENADE EMPIRE) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

From start to finish Greedo’s sophomore 
release is a hood masterpiece filled with stories 
of pain, love, loss, drugs, violence & life in Watts, 
California. Much like his Purple Summer mixtape, 
this piece is mostly self-produced by Greedo 
himself and is on the lengthier side as well when 
it comes to running time. Even with it being over 
an hour and 30 minutes long every song captures 
and paints a picture, making every single track 
a worthy listen. | definitely give Money Changes 
Everything a five star rating and would induct it 
into the hood fall of fam for sure. 





Drakeo The Ruler — Cold Devil 

(STINC TEAM) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

Los Angeles upcomer Drakeo the Ruler ended 
the year on a high note with the release of his 
Cold Devil project. Sonically and instrumentally 
this album has a very West Coast sound with a 
majority of the production being from RonRon. 
Drakeo rides over the 808 and high hat filled 
beats in an almost low murmur, but make no 
mistake this is no mumble rap. His delivery is fast 
and aggressive and he enunciates every single 
word. A notable track on the album is “lon 
Know Nothing” which also features Ohgeesy of 
Shoreline Mafia. 


The Last Poets— The Last Poets 
(DOUGLAS) 

Find it in: SPOKENWORD 

The self-titled debut album from The Last Poets 
can almost be looked at as the blueprint for 
Rap and Hip Hop music today & as a whole. 
Each track either tells a short story of life in 
the ghettos of New York or rather gives you the 
perspective in general of life through the eyes of 
a black person. A very notable track is “When 
The Revolution Comes” which most hip hop 
fans will recognize as the source of the sample 
for Biggie Smalls “Party & Bullsh*t.’ Altogether 


this album can be viewed as either frightening or 
beautiful. To me it’s both. If you consider yourself 
a fan of hip hop | would definitely give this a 
thorough listen. 


Britney Spears — 

Oops!... | Did It Again 

(JIVE) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Oops!... | Did It Again. | chose this album 
becauses well. Its great. “Lucky” is my all-time 
favorite song. Sooo good. 


XXXTentacion — 17 

(BAD VIBES FOREVER/EMPIRE) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

The debut album | 7 from the extremely contro- 
versial figure XXX Tentacion is definitely a piece 
of work | feel everyone can appreciate.Although 
questionable in character in his personal life, no 
true music listener can deny the musicianship 
and diverse sound of this piece. Although it is 
categorized as Hip-Hop/Rap by most, the album 
is definitely walking a thin line between Rap and 
Rock. On the track “Depression & Obsession” X 
sings over a low-fi acoustic guitar with no other 
instruments or percussions. The general theme 
of the album is depression, teen angst and heart- 
break, which is a stark contrast in comparison 
to the songs that garnered him a cult following. 
| rate this album a 9/10 only because | person- 
ally think it is way too short. With even artists 
such as Kendrick Lamar urging his fans to listen 
to X’s |7 | would definitely suggest you check 
it out as well. 


Kendrick Lamar —- DAMN. 
(TOP-DAWG/AFTERMATH/INTERSCOPE) 

Find it in: HIP HOP 

DAMN. This album is pure genius. Kendrick 
Lamar continues to push the envelope with hip 
hop and creativity with his latest release. This 
album gathers elements from To Pimp A Butterfly; 
Good Kid, M.A.A.D. City; and Section.80 culminating 
into a seasoned, diverse & cohesive project. The 
themes around the album are much of introspec- 
tion and reflection over Lamar’s life and his rise 
to fame and how he has dealt with such a drastic 
change of lifestyle. With features from Rihanna 
and even U2 to go along with several Grammy 
wins, this album is DAMN good. Its DAMN great 
and | foresee it becoming a classic hip hop album 
right up there next to Ready To Die & All Eyez On 
Me and Illmatic. Go get DAMN. NOW. 


Tip: 

If you like any of the artists or albums | have reviewed 
check out my original content and follow me @kwamejaw 
on a social media outlets 
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“Haiku reviews for you!” 


ia Call Me by Your Name (2017) 
- Directed by 

Luca Guadagnino 

sun-baked Italy 

conjures tentative romance 

between star-crossed pair 


ia Dunkirk (2017) - 
Directed by 
Christopher Nolan 
cinematic bliss 

a thick fog of tension looms 
waves of hope run dry 


ia The Florida Project (2017) - 
Directed by Sean Baker 


Willem Dafoe shines 
a few blocks from paradise 
beleaguered brilliance 


ia Girls Trip (2017) - 


Directed by Malcolm D. Lee 
Tiffany Haddish. 

scene-stealer and sidesplitter 

your new BFF 


iu Lady Bird (2017) - 
Directed by Greta Gerwig 
mother-daughter strife 

with nuanced performances 

a Bechdel test win! 


im The Shape of Water (2017) 
- Directed by 


Guillermo del Toro 
this film has it all! 

a romance creature caper 
with a stellar cast 
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ia Thelma (2017) 


- Directed by Joachim Trier 
her unknown powers 

complicate coming-of-age 

seizures included 


Tip: 

Check out a few of my published photographs in the “Act 
Now! 50 Protest Postcards” series by Chronicle Books (with 
all proceeds benefitting the ACLU). More photos, projects, 
& prints for purchase posted at icimuse.com and on 
Instagram @ici_muse (now say that 5 times fast!). 


TERRY 
SMITH 


Security 


ia Black Panther (2018) - 
Directed by Ryan Coogler 


Even though he has been around a while, he’s 
now being brought out as a newer super hero. 
| found myself cheering for the bad Black Panther, 
his cousin.A great movie. Good fight scenes. 








ia Going In Style (2017) - 
Directed by Zach Braff 

This reminded me of Big Nick, Rick Frystak and 
myself. Deciding to take back what is theirs. | 
loved it. Too funny sometimes. | wouldn't have 
the heart to do in real life. 


ia Thor: Ragnarok (2017) - 
Directed by Taika Waititi 


Thor was always my favorite followed up by 
Aquaman. Aiden is a big fan of both now also!!! | 
think Thor is getting even better now. 


ia Jumanji: Welcome to the 


Jungle (2017) - 

Directed by Jake Kasdan 

| could watch this movie again and again. The 
Rock is the best and Kevin Hart is second to 
none. This movie is so funny. 


i The Equalizer (2014) - 
Directed by Antoine Fuqua 


Denzel Washington turns things upside down 
as a retired cop that has a huge heart and 
makes everything in this messed up world a lot 
better!!! Stay tuned for The Equalizer 2 coming 
in August 2018. 


MONALISA 


Dublab Dj, selecter, music lover, 
soul sista, funk freak, hip hop junkie, 
world music aficionado, jazzy lady, 
rock ’n’ roll gangsta, etc. 


Apollo Brown & Planet Asia — 


Anchovies (MELLOW MUSIC GROUP) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Chris Dave & The Drumhedz 


— Chris Dave & The Drumhedz 
(BLUE NOTE) 
Find it in: JAZZ 


Cut Chemist — Die Cut 
(A STABLE SOUND) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Defari — Rare Poise (DEFARI) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Evidence — Weather Or Not 
(RHYMESAYERS) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Funky DL — Marauding 
At Midnight: A Tribute To The 


Sounds Of A Tribe Called Quest 
(WASHINGTON CLASSICS) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Jimetta Rose — The Light 


Bearer (TEMPORARY WHATEVER) 
Find it in: SOUL 


Various Artists — 
Jazz Dispensary - Moon Rocks: 
Extraplanetary Funk, Space 


Disco, and Galactic Boogie 
(CRAFT RECORDINGS) 


Nai Palm — Needle Paw 
(MASTERWORKS) 
Find it in: SOUL 





DID YOU KNOW 


AMOEBA 
BUYS 


BOOKS? 


We want your 
Art, Music & 
Photography Books 


CASH Of 
TIADE.. 


BRING US 
YOUR, BOOKS! 
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Nipsey Hussle — Victory Lap 
(ATLANTIC) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


P. Original — Regeneration 
(VINYL TAPES) 


Find it in: HIP HOP 


Rapsody — Laila’s Wisdom 
(DEF JAM) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Ro Spit & 14KT — RSXGLD 
(FAT BEATS) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


Planet Asia — The Golden Bud- 


dha (BRICK RECORDS) 
Find it in: HIP HOP 


IZZY 


aka: Izzynova, DJ Ztrixxy3000, 
DJ Rusalka 


“He certainly was one thinking in being living. 
He was completely thinking about some of the 
things about which he was thinking. 

He was not completely thinking about 
some of the things he was thinking about in 
being one being living. 

He was completely thinking about some of the 
things he was thinking about in being living. 
He was not completely needing being one being 
one completely thinking in being one being living. 
~ Gertrude Stein 





, 


Dadawah — Peace and Love 

(DUG OUT, WILD FLOWER) 

Find it in: REGGAE 

Originally released in 1974 on Wild Flower by 
Dadawah, AKA Ras Michael, this spiritual reggae 
album has a hypnotic way of preaching the 
higher message of Peace and Love (as the title 
indicates). A trance inducer, nyahbinghi in style 
and psychedelic at heart. 
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Hermeto Pascoal & Grupo 
Vice Versa — Viajando Com 
O Som: The Lost ’76 Vice-Versa 


Studio Session (FAR OUT) 

Find it in: LATIN 

Many moods to be felt and heard from this 
previously unreleased album: smooth, uplifting, 
funky, avant, freeform, contemplative, light- 
hearted, etc. 


Rainforest Spiritual 
Enslavement — Black Magic 


Cannot Cross Water 
(HOSPITAL, BLACKEST EVER BLACK) 
Find it in: ELECTRONIC 

slow, dark, heavy, wet and cavernous 


Les Filles De Illighadad — 


Eghass Malan (sane SOUNDS) 

Find it in: WORLD 

This album was created by an all-female Tuareg 
group from Niger, with desert-blues guitar, 
polyphonic singing, and a traditional percussive 
backbone (comparable to Tinariwen and Mdou 
Moctar). Feel, feel, and feel some more to this 
absolutely beautiful record. 


Dele Sosimi Meets Prince 
Fatty & Nostalgia 77 — 


You No Fit Touch Am In Dub 
(WAH WAH 45S) 

Find it in: REGGAE 

dubby reggae meets afrobeat/highlife 


Lewlewal de Podor - 

Yiilo Jaam 

(LITTLE AXE, SAHEL SOUNDS) 

Find it in; WORLD 

Raw, intimate folk with bluesy roots from the 
river town of Podor in Senegel. With the title 
translating to “Looking For Peace,” Lewlewal de 
Poder are doing just that, and bringing us along 
with them. 


Mad Professor — 
Dub Me Crazy 3: The African 


Connection (AriwA) 

Find it in: REGGAE 

Experimental dub, heavy on the trippy treatment 
with a tasteful spread of sound splashes. This 
album keeps up a steady, galloping pace while 
deep diving in the low end. Let your head bop 
around, and if this really grooves your fancy you 
can put your back into it. 


Pauline Anna Strom — 


Trans=-Millenia Music (RVNG INTL) 
Find it in: ELECTRONIC 

This compilation brings Pauline Anna Strom’s 
sonic light to the surface as she takes you into 
bright, gentle and strange realms. Some lean 
more towards the blissful ambient zone, others 
lean toward the experimental zone, and then 
there’s the in-between zone. Personal favorites 
of mine are: “In Flight Suspension,” “Energies, 
Rain on Ancient Quays,’ and of course “Morning 
Splendor and Gossamer Silk.” 


Patrick Cowley -— Afternoons 
(DARK ENTRIES) 

Find it in: ELECTRONIC 

Another compilation of previously unreleased 
seductive bangers by the finest disco porno 
maestro, serving both the dancefloor and the 
bedroom! 


Robert Fripp - 


Let The Power Fall (EDITIONS EG) 
Find it in: ELECTRONIC 

Listen and fade into a special sector with this 
beautifully subtle album. 


Codona — Codond (Ec) 

Find it in: JAZZ 

Review: Featuring jazz masters Don Cherry, 
Collin Walcott, and Nana Vasconcelos, this 
record takes you on an otherworldly journey. 
That is all | will relay, and from there you decide 
where you want to go. 


Sensations’ Fix — Music Is 


Painting In The Air (1974-1977) 

(RVNG INTL.) 

Find it in: ROCK 

Rvng Intl. compiled the finest psych, prog and 
electronic tracks gifted to us from unique Italian 
kraut group, Sensations’ Fix, for this heavy- 
hitting double LP There is a track on here for 
everybody—take a chance and take your time. 


Airboy Express - 
Acrylic Sleep Museum / 


Exotic Lantern Exhibition, etc. 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Find it in: ELECTRONIC 

He “express”es an expansive range of eupho- 
nious styles and vibes. Everything on his Band- 
camp is worth exploring y’all, many tasteful elec- 
tronic works to be heard: from ambient to jazzy, 
to funky, to freaky and weird. Support and listen 
by visiting: airboyexpress.bandcamp.com 





Meridian Brothers — 
Los Suicidas (SOUNDWAY) 
Find it in: LATIN 

playful, whimsical and carnival-like 


Cluster — Sowijesoso (skY) 

Find it in: ELECTRONIC 

Have faith and explore the higher planes by 
listening to this album in full (without going into 
it with my regurgitated thoughts). Then go study 
their discography. 


Various Artists — 

Personal Space Electronic Soul 
1974-1984 (CHOCOLATE INDUSTRIES) 
Find it in: SOUL 

Get down and groove on out to this exquisitely 
curated compilation of left-field electronic funk/ 
soul! 


Various Artists - 

Even a Tree Can Shed Tears: 
Japanese Folk & Rock 
1969-1973 (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 

Find it in: WORLD 

A lot of gentle feelers on this compilation. Some 
may speak to you more than others, but don’t 
feel discouraged by the ones that don’t and keep 
forth. 


Various Artists — ;Un Saludo! 
Mexican Soundsystem Cumbia 
In LA (DUTTY ARTZ, SONGS FROM HOME) 
Find it in: LATIN 

If you’re as into electronic cumbia as me, then 
take a big ol’ bite out of this one! Loosen up and 
get those hips swayin’! 


Z aka Bernard Szajner - 


Visions of Dune (INFINé) 

Find it in: ELECTRONIC 

Originally released in 1979 on Sonopresse, I'll let 
you go into it blind. 
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Richard Hell & The Voidoids — 
Blank Generation 

[40th Anniversary Deluxe 
Edition] (RHINO) 


David Bowie — 


Scary Monsters [Reissue] 
(PARLOPHONE) 


Dr Lonnie Smith - 
All in My Mind (8LuE NOTE) 


The Dub Syndicate - 


Ambiance in Dub 1982-1985 
(UN-U SOUND) 


Various Artists — 
Sun Records Does 


Hank Williams 
(ORIGINAL RECORDINGS) 


Various Artists — 
Swampland Jewels (yep ROC) 


The Undisputed Truth - 
Nothing But the Truth (KENT) 


Kamasi Washington -— 


Harmony of Difference 
(YOUNG TURKS) 
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REBECCA 


Chooses Love 


() The Wire — Created by 


David Simon 

So this was listed in Music We Like so many 
years ago and | never got around to watching it 
until now! | should have listened to the people 
who recommended it so long ago. Even though 
now it’s “old” it’s really good storytelling and 
totally worth watching. Cops and drug dealers in 
Baltimore didn’t really sound like my cup of tea, 
but it’s enthralling. And the upside is you know 
they aren’t going to cancel it and you don't have 
to wait for the next season. It’s all there right 
now and you can take your time. 


() Luther — Created by 


Neil Cross 

More Idris Elba. | like British TV and this one’s 
full of interesting characters. Things don't 
happen necessarily the way you think they might. 
It’s also quite striking that Luther marches into 
all kinds of dangerous situation with nary a gun 
in sight. Not super fond of guns, to tell you the 
truth. Anyway, that’s neither here nor there, just 
watch this show. 


ia The Love Witch (2016) - 
Directed by Anna Biller 


This is a bizarrely effective film which is slavishly 
faithful to the visual style of ’70s-era horror, yet 
is set in the modern world.And delivers a timely 
message in a subtle way. Completely enjoyable in 
a very weird and unexpected way. 


SPil Give You The Sun 
by Jandy Nelson 


| loved the writing in this YA book about twins 
who lose their mother. Told in both Jude and 
Noah’s perspective, but each half of the story is 
years apart. | cried. | admit it. 


Fish in a Tree 
by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 


If you've got a Middle Grade reader in your 


house, hand them this one (and read it yourself). 


This sweet story about a girl with dyslexia really 
stuck with me. 


Atlas Genius — 


Inanimate Objects (Warner BROS.) 
Even after reading the entirety of Music We Like 


books for the past, oh, ten years, I’m still pretty 
lousy at describing music in any rational way. | 
so admire the people in here that do it well. | 
suspect you'd call Atlas Genius synth-pop, and 
it’s pretty enjoyable. | look for anything to give 
me a spark while running on a treadmill and this 
one works. Do you run ona treadmill? Then you 
know what | mean. (as an aside, I’ve also discov- 
ered that the beat of Billy Idol’s “Rebel Yell” 
matches my running pace perfectly.) 


Handel — Enemies in Love (évoe) 
Featuring: Il Giardino d’Amore, Jakub 
Jozef Orlinski, and Natalia Kawatek 
I’m really not that into opera, but | have a little 
crush on this Polish breakdancing countertenor. 
Actually, the idea that a breakdancing opera 
singer exists kind of makes up for a lot of things. 


Tip: 

If you mash up chickpeas and top them with whatever you 
would for tuna or egg salad, you can make a vegetarian 
thing that tastes awesome and is full of healthy fiber! 


KAREN 


kpeazey’s picks for this round: 


Meshell Ndegeocello — 


Ventriloquism (NAIVE) 

this album of “covers” is... uniquely her own. if 
you don’t know her, you NEED to know her. 
pure genius. she sucks in a song, lets it simmer 
inside, and exhales a completely different inter- 
pretation that is funky, sexy and completely 
her own. her soulful oozing signature runs 
throughout each song. plus, her musicians are 
stellar including the crazy talented chris bruce. 


Spaceman Jones and 


The Motherships — Vol. 2 

hip-hop from asheville NC? that’s right. it’s dope. 
downtempo chill-hop with juicy beats and a 
sweeping layer over the top. but still gritty. i dig 
it. 


Drakeo the Ruler — Cold Devil 
(STINC TEAM) 

no one sounds like this guy. raw and smart. his 
flow is addictive. 


St. Vincent — Masseduction 

(LOMA VISTA) 

amazing. artful. crackling with style and 
compulsively listenable melodies. 


Gregg Allman — Southern Blood 
(ROUNDER) 

his last album was really a testament to how 
much he truly lived and breathed the music that 
created him. swampy, slithery, gritty, smooth, sad 
and hopeful—it was ALL in him. hard not to be 
moved by this last album. 


Mint Field — Pasar De Las Luces 
(INNOVATIVE LEISURE) 

tijiuana’s own mexican shoegaze duo. moody, 
gloomy, immersive, and melancholy: all of my 
favorite ingredients! emotional but with a punk 
punch. these kids are great. 


Murs — A Strange Journey 


Into The Imaginable 

(STRANGE MUSIC, INC.) 

have loved MURS since the living legends sold 
tapes out of the trunk in berkeley. 


Bill Frisell — Music Is 
(MASTERWORKS) 

the texture and emotion of bill frisell’s playing 
has always floored me. here he plays electric 
and acoustic guitars, loops, ukulele, bass, music 
boxes. and it all sounds... sublime. 


Lucy Dacus -— Historian 

(MATADOR) 

smart lyrics with a beautiful voice. what more 
could you want? she is funny and observant and 
delivers a gorgeous album. love the tiny details. 
she IS a true “historian” with her songs. 
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If | Die In Mississippi - 


Holographic Heartache (z tres) 
This latest release from Gulfport, MS artist If 
| Die In Mississippi is an atmospheric collage 
of hazy field recordings, ambient sounds, and 
obscured vocals, that meanders casually through 
multiple genres of music. cassette only. this 
is a daydreamy walkabout through sadness. 
“crushed velvet despondency” how can you 
resist. each one lovingly hand made. just sayin’. 


Nathaniel Rateliff — 


Tearing at the Seams (sTAXx) 
soulful. fiery. solid rockin’ horn section. 


WORTH MENTIONING. 
VOICES TO CHECK OUT: 


Molly Kate Kestner 


Alice Merton — No Roots 
(MOM + POP) 


Zola Jesus — Okovi: Additions 
(SACRED BONES) 


Julien Baker - 
Turn Out The Lights (MATADOR) 


Anderson East — Encore 

(ELEKTRA) 

southern blues with a gospel tinge. and a 
mississippi punch! 
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HOMETOWN HEROINES 


you NEED to listen to these amazing talents! 


Jimetta Rose -— 


The Light Bearer 
(TEMPORARY WHATEVER) 


Linafornia — YUNG 
(DOME OF DOOM) 


MORE L.A. GEMS 


The Cigarette Bums - 
Sidewalkin? (CIGARETTE BUMS) 


Starcrawler — Starcrawler 
(ROUGH TRADE) 


AWESOME COLLECTIONS: 


Various Artists — 
Warfaring Strangers: 


Acid Nightmares 
(NUMERO GROUP) 


Various Artists — 
Tokyo Nights — Female J-Pop 


Boogie Funk: 1981 To 1988 
(CULTURES OF SOUL) 


Various Artists — 
Ethiopian Urban & Tribal 
Music: Mindanoo Mistiru / 


Gold From Wax (svuB ROSA) 
thumb piano collection 


ON THE MOVIE / TV TIP: 


ii The Florida Project (2017) - 
Directed by Sean Baker 


brought the real. such a gem of a movie. see it. 


ia The Big Sick (2017) - 
Directed by Michael 
Showalter, Written by 
Emily V. Gordon, Kumail 
Nanjiani 


true and relateable. excellent writing and timing. 


CJ Insecure — 

Created by Issa Rae 

love, love, LOVE issa rae. ever since her book 
“The Misadventures of Awkward Black Girl” 
i've been hooked. super talented. super real. 


NOTES: 


SHOUT OUTS: 


La Luz — Floating Features 

(HARDLY ART) 

Produced by Ty Segall, surf-rock riffs and 
girl-group harmonies to songs that are darker 
than they seem. 


Ramin Djawadi - 


A Wrinkle In Time [OST] 
(DISNEY BUENA VISTA) 


SADE !!! SADE !!!! SADE !!! 


Alexandre Desplat - 
Isle of Dogs [OST] (AsKco) 


Eels — The Deconstruction 
(PIAS AMERICA) 


George Ezra — Staying At 
Tamara’s (COLUMBIA/LEGACY) 


| RECOMMEND: 


Breasts: The Owner’s Manual 
by Dr. Kristi Funk 


if you HAVE breasts, or know someone who 
has breasts, this book is a essential. chock full 
of information, wisdom, and advice. we CAN 
tackle breast cancer if we educate ourselves 
and continue the conversation. breast cancer 
touches all of us so we need to bring it into the 
broader conversation and KEEP talking about it. 


Tip: 

enamel pins are all the rage! and we have ’em! check 
them out at each store. amazing designs and creative 
expressions. wearable art! 
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FROM THE AMCEBLOG FROM THE AMCGEBLOG 


"THERE ARE MANY 
STRANGE LEGENDS 
IN THE AMAZON. 
EVEN I, LUCAS, HAVE 
HEARD THE LEGEND 
OF A MAN-FISH.” 


LUCAS, CAPTAIN OF THE 
TRAMP-STEAMER RITA, 
THE CREATURE 
FROM THE 
BLACK LAGOON 
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GILL-MEN GONE WILD 


By Kai Wada Roath 


So, did The Shape of Water get you all Gilly for 
more frustrated Fish Dude movies? In 1987, 
when | was just a young lad of 14, there was 
only one thing | saved all my allowance for—a 
Nintendo Entertainment System. And it was 
for one game only—Pro Wrestling. | would 
become a master of playing Starman, however 
there was only one enemy | always feared 
to square off with—The Amazon (with his 
famous Piranha Bite and Outlaw Choke). I’ve 
been a fan of angry Fish Guys ever since. Well, 
maybe being a Pisces helps too. 


Gill-man characters have been around for 
quite some time, but The Creature From 
The Black Lagoon was probably every- 
one’s first favorite fish-man monster from 
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the Devonian period. “What happened to 
the Universal Gill-Man after the Creature 
trilogy?” you have often pondered while 
scooping clams at a 99 Ranch Market. Well, 
some of you may remember Uncle Gilbert 
visiting The Munsters family. Herman says 
Gilbert’s wealth was mostly attributed to 
salvaging lost treasures in the seas. 


Interestingly enough, that seems to be the 
plot of a few Gill-Man/Amphibian-Dude 
movies, such as the 1965 aqua-adventure 
War Gods of the Deep (or, as | like to call 
it, War Gods to Help you Sleep) starring 
Vincent Price as a tyrannical Captain who 
smuggles treasure with the help of some 
Gill-buddies . 


Island of the Fishmen (aka Screamers) is a 
1979 Italian horror film starring the boda- 
cious Barbara Bach, which has a similar plot 
but with a mad scientist creating Gill-men to 
bring up the treasure of Atlantis. 


And talking about converting (and | don’t 
mean like The Knights of the New Crusade), 
one great Gill-man-creating movie is Terror 
Beneath the Sea (1966), starring Sonny Chiba. 
The soundtrack alone is fantastic to listen to 
while staring into your fish tank after a “jazz” 
cigarette. 


Humanoids from the Deep (1980) is not 
recommended for your Valentine’s date 
night, unless you both like to listen to the 


Mentors together and dig Doug McClure. 


Maybe watch The Monster of Piedras Blancas 


(1959), starring Jeanne Carmen _ instead. 


The monster rips heads off like me eating 
dark chocolate Snickers bars. And Jeanne 
Carmen...ohhhh, Jeanne, you naughty vixen 
you. 


Perhaps one of the more _ challenging 
Gill-man flicks to watch is Larry Buchanan’s 


1966 cult classic, Curse of the Swamp Creature. 


Larry brought us other fine classics such as 
Mars Needs Women, It’s Alive, and Zontar, the 
Thing from Venus. | say, accept that chal- 
lenge and watch it! The world needs more 
Gill-Man Power! And | crave Chinese fried 
chicken with sweet and sour!! 
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FROM THE AMCGEBLOG 


THE AMOEBA COLLECTION CHECKLIST 


Use this checklist of 300 essential records to build your collection... 
but, of course, leave room for new “must haves’ as it continues to grow! 


Our criteria: $50 bucks or under, nothing too rare or out of print, 
no greatest hits records and mostly studio albums. 
How many do you have? What are you missing? 


AC/DC 
[J Highway to Hell (1979) 


THE ALLMAN BROTHERS BAND 
[_] At Fillmore East (1971) 


ANIMAL COLLECTIVE 
[_] Merriweather Post Pavilion (2009) 


APHEX TWIN 
[_] Selected Ambient Works 85-92 (1992) 


ARCADE FIRE 
[_] Funeral (2004) 


THE B-52’S 
_] The B-52’s (1979) 


THE BAND 
[_] The Band (1969) 
[_] Music From Big Pink (1968) 


THE BEACH BOYS 
Pet Sounds (1966) 

[_] Today! (1965) 

[_] The Smile Sessions (2011) 


BEACH HOUSE 
(I Teen Dream (2010) 


BEASTIE BOYS 
[_J License to III (1986) 
[_] Paul’s Boutique (1989) 


THE BEATLES 
[_.] Abbey Road (1970) 
[_] Let It Be (1970) 
[_] Meet the Beatles! (1964) 
[_] Revolver (1966) 
[_] Rubber Soul (1965) 
[_j] Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band 
(1967) 
[__.] The White Album (1968) 





BELLE & SEBASTIAN 
(_] If You’re Feeling Sinister (1997) 


CHUCK BERRY 
[_] The Great Twenty-Eight (1982) 


BIG STAR 
(J #1 Record (1972) 
[_] Radio City (1974) 
[J Third/Sister Lovers (1978) 
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BJORK 
Homogenic (1997) 
Post (1995) 


BLACK FLAG 
Damaged (1981) 


BLACK STAR 
Mos Def & Talib Kweli Are Black Star 
(1998) 


BLACK SABBATH 
Black Sabbath (1970) 
Paranoid (1970) 


MARY J. BLIGE 
What?s the 411? (1992) 


BLONDIE 
Parallel Lines (1978) 


BLUR 
Parklife (1994) 


BOARDS OF CANADA 
Music Has the Right to Children (1998) 


DAVID BOWIE 

Hunky Dory (1971) 

The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and 
the Spiders from Mars (1972) 
Blackstar (2016) 


THE BREEDERS 
Last Splash (1993) 


JAMES BROWN 
Live at the Apollo (1963) 


THE DAVE BRUBECK QUARTET 
Time Out (1959) 


JEFF BUCKLEY 
Grace (1994) 


BUENA VISTA SOCIAL CLUB 
Buena Vista Social Club (1997) 


KATE BUSH 
Hounds of Love (1985) 


THE BYRDS 
Mr. Tambourine Man (1965) 
Sweetheart of the Rodeo (1968) 
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CAN 
Ege Bamyasi (1972) 
Tago Mago (1971) 


THE CARPENTERS 
Close to You (1970) 


THE CARS 
The Cars (1978) 


JOHNNY CASH 
At Folsom Prison (1968) 


CAPTAIN BEEFHEART 
Trout Mask Replica (1969) 


NICK CAVE & THE BAD SEEDS 
Let Love In (1994) 


RAY CHARLES 

The Genius of Ray Charles (1959) 
Modern Sounds in Country And Western 
Music (1962) 


THE CLASH 
The Clash (1977) 
London Calling (1979) 


COCTEAU TWINS 
Heaven or Las Vegas (1990) 


LEONARD COHEN 
Songs of Leonard Cohen (1967) 


ORNETTE COLEMAN 
The Shape of Jazz to Come (1959) 


JOHN COLTRANE 
A Love Supreme (1964) 


ELVIS COSTELLO 
My Aim Is True (1976) 
This Year’s Model (1978) 


CREEDENCE CLEARWATER 
REVIVAL 
Green River (1969) 


THE CURE 
Disintegration 
(1989) 


D’ ANGELO 
Voodoo (2000) 


CHECKLIST 


DAFT PUNK 
Discovery (2001) 


MILES DAVIS 

Kind of Blue (1959) 
Bitches Brew (1969) 
In a Silent Way (1969) 


DE LA SOUL 
3 Feet High and Rising (1989) 
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DEERHUNTER 
Microcastle (2008) 


DEPECHE MODE 
Violator (1990) 


D]) SHADOW 
Entroducing... (1996) 


THE DOORS 
The Doors (1966) 


DR. DRE 
The Chronic (1992) 


NICK DRAKE 
Five Leaves Left (1969) 
Pink Moon (1972) 


BOB DYLAN 

Blonde on Blonde (1966) 

Blood on the Tracks (1975) 

Bringing it All Back Home (1965) 

The Freewheeling Bob Dylan (1963) 
Highway 61 Revisited (1965) 

The Times They Are A-Changin’ (1964) 


THE EAGLES 
Hotel California (1976) 


BRIAN ENO & DAVID BYRNE 
My Life in the Bush of Ghosts (1981) 


BRIAN ENO 
Here Come the Warm Jets (1973) 


THE FALL 
This Nation’s Saving Grace (1985) 


ELLA FITZGERALD 
Sings The Cole Porter Song Book (1956) 


FKA TWIGS 
LPI (2014) 


THE FLAMING LIPS 
The Soft Bulletin (1999) 


FLEET FOXES 
Fleet Foxes (2008) 


FLEETWOOD MAC 
Rumours (1976) 


ARETHA FRANKLIN 
I Never Loved a Man the Way | Love You 
(1967) 


FUNKADELIC 
Maggot Brain (1971) 


SERGE GAINSBOURG 
Histoire de Melody Nelson (1971) 
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MARVIN GAYE 
What’s Going On (1971) 


GALAXIE 500 
On Fire (1989) 


GANG OF FOUR 
Solid Gold (1981) 
Entertainment (1979) 


STAN GETZ / JOAO GILBERTO 
Getz / Gilberto (1964) 


AL GREEN 
Pm Still in Love With You (1972) 
Let’s Stay Together (1972) 


GREEN DAY 
Dookie (1994) 


GRIMES 
Art Angels (2015) 


GUIDED BY VOICES 
Bee Thousand (1994) 


GUNS N’ ROSES 
Appetite for Destruction (1987) 


GEORGE HARRISON 
All Things Must Pass (1970) 


GENIUS/GZA 
Liquid Swords (1995) 
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THE JIMI HENDRIX EXPERIENCE 
Are You Experienced? (1967) 


JIMI HENDRIX 
Electric Ladyland (1968) 


BILLIE HOLIDAY 
Lady in Satin (1958) 


WHITNEY HOUSTON 
Whitney Houston (1985) 


LAURYN HILL 


HUSKER DU 
Zen Arcade (1984) 


IGGY & THE STOOGES 
Raw Power (1973) 
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INTERPOL 
Turn on the Bright Lights (2002) 


LJ 


JANET JACKSON 
Control (1986) 


LJ 


MICHAEL JACKSON 
(_] Off the Wall (1979) 
(J Thriller (1982) 
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The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill (1998) 
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ETTA JAMES 
At Last! (1960) 


JAY-Z 
The Blueprint (2001) 
Reasonable Doubt (1996) 


JEFFERSON AIRPLANE 
Surrealistic Pillow (1967) 


THE JESUS & MARY CHAIN 
Psychocandy (1985) 


ELTON JOHN 
Goodbye Yellow Brick Road (1973) 


ROBERT JOHNSON 
King of the Delta Blues Singers (1961) 


JANIS JOPLIN 
Pearl (1971) 


JOY DIVISION 
Unknown Pleasures (1979) 
Closer (1980) 


KING CRIMSON 
In the Court of King Crimson (1969) 


CAROLE KING 
Tapestry (1971) 


THE KINKS 

Something Else By The Kinks (1967) 
The Kinks Are the Village Green 
Preservation Society (1968) 


KRAFTWERK 
Computer World (1981) 
Trans-Europe Express (1977) 


FELA KUTI 

Zombie (1977) 

(Can be found on Box Set #3, 
curated by Brian Eno) 


KENDRICK LAMAR 
To Pimp a Butterfly (2015) 


LED ZEPPELIN 

1 (1969) 

II (1969) 

Il (1970) 

IV (1971) 

Houses of the Holy (1973) 
Physical Graffiti (1975) 


JOHN LENNON 
John Lennon/Plastic Ono Band (1970) 
Imagine (1971) 


MADONNA 
Like a Prayer (1989) 
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THE MAMAS & THE PAPAS 
If You Can Believe Your Eyes and Ears 
(1966) 


BOB MARLEY & THE WAILERS 
Catch a Fire (1973) 


MASSIVE ATTACK 
Mezzanine (1998) 
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Madvillainy 
(2004) 
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CURTIS MAYFIELD 
Superfly (1972) 


M83 
Hurry Up, We’re Dreaming (2011) 


METALLICA 
Master of Puppets (1986) 
Ride the Lightning (1984) 


MF DOOM 
Mm...Food (2004) 


CHARLES MINGUS 
Mingus Ah Um (1959) 


JONI MITCHELL 
Blue (1971) 
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MODEST MOUSE 
The Moon and Antarctica (2000) 


ENNIO MORRICONE 
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly [OST] 
(1966) 


VAN MORRISON 
Astral Weeks (1968) 
Moondance (1970) 





THE MOTHERS OF INVENTION 
Freak Out! (1966) 





MY BLOODY VALENTINE 
Loveless (1991) 
Isn’t Anything (1988) 
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NAS 
IImatic (1994) 


NEUTRAL MILK HOTEL 
In the Aeroplane 
Over the Sea (1998) 


NEU! 
Neu! (1972) 


NEW ORDER 
Power, Corruption & Lies (1983) 


LU Lo Ue wv 


NIRVANA 

In Utero (1993) 

Nevermind (1991) 

MTV Unplugged in New York (1994) 


NOTORIOUS B.1.G. 
Ready to Die (1994) 
Life After Death (1997) 


Nuggets: Original Artyfacts from the First 
Psychedelic Era, 1965-1968 (1972) 


N.W.A. 
Straight Outta Compton (1988) 


OASIS 
(What?’s the Story) Morning Glory? (1995) 


OS MUTANTES 
Os Mutantes (1968) 


OUTKAST 
Stankonia (2000) 
Aquemini (1998) 


PANDA BEAR 
Person Pitch (2007) 


DOLLY PARTON 
Coat of Many Colors (1971) 


PAVEMENT 
Slanted and Enchanted (1992) 


THE PRETENDERS 
The Pretenders (1979) 


PINK FLOYD 

Animals (1977) 

Dark Side of the Moon (1973) 
The Wall (1979) 

Wish You Were Here (1975) 


THE PIXIES 
Doolittle (1989) 
Surfer Rosa (1988) 


P) HARVEY 
To Bring You My Love (1995) 


THE POLICE 
Synchronicity (1983) 


IGGY POP 
The Idiot (1977) 


PORTISHEAD 
Dummy (1994) 
Third (2008) 


ELVIS PRESLEY 
Elvis Presley (1956) 
The Sun Sessions (1976) 


PRIMAL SCREAM 
Screamadelica (1991) 


MUSIC WELIKE % Spring/Summer 2018 125 


FROM THE AMCGEBLOG 


2 oe | 


LU 


L 


UC UW OU 


ee 2) ee 2 


Lu 





LU Otte Uv U 


Lu 


_] 


PRINCE 
1999 (1982) 
Purple Rain (1984) 


PUBLIC ENEMY 

Fear of a Black Planet (1990) 
It Takes a Nation of Millions 
to Hold Us Back (1988) 


PUBLIC IMAGE, LTD. 
Second Edition (1980) 


QUEEN 
A Night at the Opera (1975) 


RADIOHEAD 

The Bends (1995) 

In Rainbows (2007) 
Kid A (2000) 

OK Computer (1997) 


RAEKWON 
Only Built 4 Cuban Linx... (1995) 


THE RAMONES 
The Ramones (1976) 


LOU REED 
Transformer (1972) 


R.E.M. 
Reckoning (1984) 
Murmur (1983) 


THE REPLACEMENTS 
Let It Be (1984) 


LITTLE RICHARD 
Here’s Little Richard (1957) 


RIDE 
Nowhere (1990) 


OTIS REDDING 
Otis Blue/Otis Redding Sings Soul (1965) 


THE ROLLING STONES 
Aftermath (1966) 

Beggars Banquet (1968) 
Exile on Main Street (1972) 
Let It Bleed (1969) 

Sticky Fingers (1971) 


THE RONETTES 
Presenting the Fabulous Ronettes 
Featuring Veronica (1964) 


ROXY MUSIC 
Avalon (1982) 
For Your Pleasure (1973) 


THIS HEAT 
Deceit (1981) 
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Saturday Night Fever (1977) 


SEX PISTOLS 
Never Mind the Bullocks, Here’s the Sex 
Pistols (1977) 


SIGUR ROS 
Agetis Byrjun (1999) 


SLEATER-KINNEY 
The Woods (2005) 


SLINT 
Spiderland (1991) 


SLY & THE FAMILY STONE 
Stand! (1969) 
There’s a Riot Goin’ On (1971) 


NINA SIMONE 
Nina Simone Sings the Blues (1967) 


SIMON & GARFUNKEL 
Bridge Over Troubled Water (1970) 


PAUL SIMON 
Graceland (1986) 


FRANK SINATRA 
In the Wee Small Hours (1955) 


SLOWDIVE 
Souvlaki (1993) 


SONIC YOUTH 
Daydream Nation (1988) 
Murray Street (2002) 
Sister (1987) 


PHIL SPECTOR 
A Christmas Gift For You (1963) 


BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 

Born to Run (1975) 

Darkness on the Edge of Town (1978) 
Nebraska (1982) 

The River (1980) 


SMASHING PUMPKINS 

Mellon Collie and the Infinite Sadness 
(1995) 

Siamese Dream (1993) 


ELLIOTT SMITH 
Either/Or (1997) 


PATTI SMITH 
Horses (1975) 


THE SMITHS 
The Queen Is Dead (1986) 
The Smiths (1983) 


SNOOP DOGG 
Doggystyle (1993) 
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SPIRITUALIZED 
Ladies & Gentlemen We Are Floating in 
Space (1997) 


DUSTY SPRINGFIELD 
Dusty in Memphis (1969) 


STEELY DAN 
Aja (1977) 


THE STONE ROSES 
The Stone Roses (1989) 


THE STOOGES 
Funhouse (1970) 


THE STROKES 
Is This It? (2001) 


SUICIDE 
Suicide (1977) 


The Sun Records Story 
(2001) 


TALKING HEADS 

More Songs About Buildings and Food 
(1978) 

77 (1977) 

Remain in Light (1980) 


TALK TALK 
Spirit of Eden (1988) 


TAME IMPALA 
Currents (2015) 


TELEVISION 
Marquee Moon (1977) 


THROBBING GRISTLE 
20 Jazz Funk Greats (1979) 


T. REX 
Electric Warrior (1971) 


A TRIBE CALLED QUEST 
The Low End Theory (1991) 


U2 
The Joshua Tree (1987) 


THE VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Loaded (1971) 

The Velvet Underground (1969) 

The Velvet Underground & Nico (1967) 
White Light/White Heat (1968) 


VIOLENT FEMMES 
Violent Femmes (1983) 


TOM WAITS 
Swordfishtrombones (1983) 
Rain Dogs (1985) 
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WEEZER 
The Blue Album (1994) 
Pinkerton (1996) 


KANYE WEST 

Late Registration (2005) 

My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy 
(2010) 


THE WHO 
Quadrophenia (1973) 
Who’s Next (1971) 


THE WHITE STRIPES 
Elephant (2003) 
White Blood Cells (2003) 


WILCO 
Yankee Hotel Foxtrot (2002) 


HANK WILLIAMS 
Ramblin’ Man (1955) 


LUCINDA WILLIAMS 
Car Wheels on a Gravel Road (1998) 


STEVIE WONDER 
Innervisions (1973) 

Songs in the Key of Life (1976) 
Talking Book (1972) 


WU-TANG CLAN 
Enter the Wu-Tang (36 Chambers) (1993) 


XTC 
Skylarking (1986) 


YO LA TENGO 
| Can Hear the Heart Beating as One 
(1997) 


NEIL YOUNG 

After the Gold Rush (1970) 

Everybody Knows This Is Nowhere (1969) 
Harvest (1972) 


THE ZOMBIES 
Odessey & Oracle (1968) 


‘COLMECTION 


CHECKLIST 
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NOTES: 
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